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JOURNAL 


OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; 


SECOND ANNUAL SESSION OF THE FOURTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
OF THE TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN; 


Becun and held at Madison, the seat of government, on Mon- 
day, the fourth day of December, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-three; being the day fixed by 
law for the annual meeting of the said assembly. 

On which day, at 12 o'clock, meridian, the House of Represen- 
tatives was called to order by John Catlin, the chief clerk; and 
the roll being called, the following named members, who had pre- 
sented certificates of their election and qualification, answered to 
their names, and severally took their seats, to wit: 

From the county of Brown, and the counties thereto attached— 
Messrs. Albert G. Ellis, David Agry and Mason C, Darling. 

From the counties of Milwaukee and Washington—Messts. 
Andrew E. Elmore, Benjamin Hunkins, Thomas H. Olin, Jona- 
than Parsons, Jared Thompson, and George H. Walker. 

From the county of Racine—Messts. John T. Trowbridge, Levi 
Grant and Ezra Birchard. 

From the counties of Rock and Walworth-—Messrs, John M. 
Capron, William A. Bartlett, John Hopkins and James Tripp. 

From the counties of Dane, Dodge, Green, Jefferson and Sauk 
—Messrs. Robert Masters, Lyman Crossman and Isaac H. Palmer. 

From the county of Iowa—Messrs. Moses Meeker and George 
Messersmith. 

From the county of Grunt—Messrs. Alonzo Platt and Glez- 
dower M., Price. 


From the counties of Crawford and St, Croic—Mr. John H. 


Manahan. 
On motion of Mr, Ellis, 
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George H. Walker was appointed speaker pro tempore. 
On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

William H. How was appointed messenger pro tempore, 
On motion of Mr. Darling, 

William Fowler was appointed fireman pro tempore, 
On motion of Mr. Birchard, 

John W. Trowbridge was appointed sergeant-at-arms pro tem- 
pore. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: I am directed by the council to inform this house 
that the council have temporarily organized, and are now ready to 
proceed to business.” 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 
Thomas L. Franks was appointed assistant clerk pro tempore. 
On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Resolved, That the standing rules of the house of representa- 
tives of the last session be adopted for the government of this 
house at its present session until others are prepared and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to inform the hon. the 
council that this house is now organized pro tempore, and ready 
to preceed to business. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“« Mr. Speaker: I am directed to inform this | ouse that the 
council have appointed Messrs. Baker and Rountree a committee 
on their part, to act in conjunction with a like committee to be 
appointed by this house, to inform his excellency the governor 
that the two houses of the legislative assembly of Wisconsin ter- 
ritory, have organized pro tempore, and are now ready to receive 
any communication he may have to make to them.” 

Messrs. Capron and Hunkins were appointed on the part of the 
house to act in conjunction with the committee named in the fore- 
going message from the council. 

Mr. Capron, from the joint committee appointed to inform his 
excellency the governor of the organization of the two houses, &c., 
reported that the committee had performed the duty assigned 
them, and that his excellency informed them that he would deliv- 
er his message to the two houses, in person, at half-past 2 o'clock 
this afternoon. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 
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“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed resolutions of the fol- 
lowing title, in which the concurrence of this house is asked, to 
Wit: 

‘Joint resolutions relative to the death of the hon. Lewis F. 
Linn, late United States senator from the state of Missouti.’” 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, 

Resolved, That Sheldon & Hyer be appointed to do the inci- 

dental printing for the house until otherwise directed. 
On motion of Mr. Agry, 

Ordered, that the sergeant-at-arms be directed to prepare seats 
in this hall for the reception of the council preparatory to the re- 
ception of the governor’s message. 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, 

Ordered, that when this house adjourn, it adjourn until a quar- 
ter past 2 o’clock, P. M. 

And then the house adjourned. 


A QUARTER PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered, that the clerk be directed to acquaint the council that 
seats have been prepared in the representatives” hall for their ac- 
commodation, preparatory to the delivery of the message of his 
excellency the governor. 

The hon. the council appeared and took seats. 

On motion of Mr. White, 

Ordered, that a committee of one from each house be appoint- 
ed to inform his excellency that the two houses have assembled 
in convention in the representatives’ hall, and are ready to receive 
his message. 

Messrs. White and Darling were appointed the said committee. 

His excellency the governor appeared in the representatives’ 
hall, and addressed the two houses, as follows: 


Gentlemen of the Council, . 
and House of Representatives: 


We have met for the purpose of determining whether any ad- 
ditional provisions of law are required by the inhabitants of this 
territory, to secure to them the enjoyment of either their civil or 
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political rights, or to promote their welfare, which we, exercising 
only the limited power delegated to the legislative branch of this 
government by congress, can enact. There are, doubtless, many 
individual cases in which relicf may be granted from the effects of 
previous erroneous or inadcquate legislation; but, in my opinion, 
the peuple oniy, in the exercise of their sovereign power as an in- 
dependent state, can correct the evils which appear to be inciden- 
tal to this colonial furm of government, in its judicial, legislative 
and executive departments. 

Tke appropriation by Congress for the fiscal year of 1844, 
founded upon the estimates of the secretary of the treasury of the 
amount required to defray the expenses of the assembly, will not, 
according to the act of congress, allow a session to be held the 
usual term of seventy-five days. So far as I have learned the 
opinions or wishes cf ihe people, they are decidedly in favor of 
shorter sessions than have heretofore been held; for it is generally 
believed that they have been prolonged without any apparent ben- 
efit to the territory. hese ere my own opinions also; and, there- 
fore, you wil allow me to express the hope that your present ses- 
sion may be as short as Ure publ.c interest will permit. 

Your carlicst attention, itis presumed, will be given to the sub- 
ject of the indcbtedacss of the territory for legislative and other 
expenses, heretofore incurred. ‘The amount ought to be ascer- 
tained, and provision made for its payment. If debts have been 
created on the fuith of the territory, the people ought to be inform- 
ed of their character and extent; but the opportunity should no 
longer be given to the public creditors to say, that Wisconsin will 
not pay her debts. 

A revision of the statutes, and especially of those establishing 
the system of taxation, reducing the number and the amount of 
the taxes, would be more useful, and, in my judgment, more ac- 
ceptable to the people, than the passage of many new laws. 

The complaint continues to be justly made that the country is 
burthened with numerous laws and heavy taxation. A code of 
Jaws with but few provisions, and those plainly drawn and seldom 
changed, is the best evidence of a good government. But when 
the laws are uncertain, incongruous and inappropriate, or written 
with many words and vague sentences, or when they contain nu- 
merous and conflicting provisions on the same subject, a weak, 
ignorant or corrupt judge may destroy the rights of the citizens by 
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his interpretation and administration ofthem. And when, in ad- 
dition, the limitations and restrictions imposed by the acts of con- 
gress are wholly disregarded, there can no longer be any security 
for personal liberty, or, as we have scen, to the right of property; 
neither have the people any protection against increased taxation 
or an accumulation of the public debt. 

The experience of previous yeafs forbids the hope that such 
evils can be remedied under the present form of government .— 
For this reason, and believing as I do that the happiness of the 
people and the prosperity of the country will be advancec by the 
adoption of astate government, I respectfully recommend the pas- 
sage of a law appointing a day for the free inhabitants of this dis- 
trict to vote upon the question whether a permanent government 
shall be formed according to the articles of compact of 1787,— 
And I would recommend thata day be selected on which no other 
election is to be held, that the opinion to be expressed may be, if 
possible, unizfluenced by the local or political parties by which 
the elections are usually controlled. 

There are now it is admitted by every person acquainted with 
our settlements, more than sixty thousand inhabitants within thé 
limits of this territory; and within the limits fixed by the ordinance 
and subsequent acts of congress for the fifth state in the north- 
western territory, there is estimated to be over one hundred and 
twenty thousand. 

If there shall be a majority in favor of state government, I pro- 
pose that a law be passed requiring the governor to make that 
fact known by proclamation, and authorizing the sheriffs of the 
several counties within this district thereupon to cause an enumer- 
ation of the inhabitants to be made and returned to the legisla- 
ture at its next session. 

The pecuniary and otlier advantages to be obtained by the peo- 
ple by a change of government, have been lieretofore so fully pre- 
sented by me to the assembly, that I shall not trouble you again 
with their repetition. As arguments in its favor, they have daily 
increased in strength and importance; and they remain unan- 
swered. 

The ordinance of 1787 grants zo the people the right to form 
states within certain districts, and to congress the right to admit 
such states into the union. The constitutions of the states of 
Tennessee and Michigan were formed under this provision, the 
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right cannot therefore now be questioned. The north-western 
states were created by the ordinance and by the people, and not 
by the acts of admission. 

The course pursued by the citizens of Tennessee is entitled to 
great weight, as it was taken soon after the ordinance and the con- 
stitution of the United States were adopted; when the language 
and the intention of the provisions for the formation of new states 
could not have been misunderstood either by the citizens of Ten- 
nessee or the public men of the United States. Washington was 
then at the head of the government, and it may be useful for us 
to advert to some facts in the history of that state. 

The territory of Tennessee was ceded by North Carolina to the 
United States in February, 1790. The act of cession provided 
“that the territory should be laid out into a state or states, contain- 
ing asuitable extent, the inhabitants of which should enjoy all the 
ptivileges, benefits and advantages set forth in the ordinance for 
the government of the north-western territory.” Under this au- 
thority congress established a government for the territory of Ten- 
nessee for temporary purposes, and extended to her the provisions 
of the ordinance, 

In 1794 her legislature ordered a census of the inhabitants of 
the entire territory to be taken, a majority of the people having 
voted in favor of a state government. It appearing bythe census 
that her population amounted to sixty-six thousand two hundred 
and sixty-two souls [excluding slaves] a convention was called, and 
in February, 1796, a constitution was formed for the state. All 
this was done without the interference of congress, or any appli- 
cation to divide the territory or to permit a state government to 
be formed for the whole. 

In April, of the same year, Tennessee, by her senators and rep- 
resentative, (Andrew Jackson having been elected her represen- 
tative,) presented themselves with a new constitution in their 
hands, and demanded her admission by themselves, as her dele- 
gates, into the congress of the United States, as a sovereign and 
independent state. Gen. Washington, in his message to congress 
on the subject, observed, that among the advantages secured to 
the inhabitants of Tennessee by the ordinance of 1787, was “the 
right of forming a permanent constitution and state government, 
and of admission as a state, by its delegates; into the congress of 
the United States on an equal footing with the original states, in 
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all respects whatever, when it shall have sixty thousand free inha- 
bitants therein; provided, the constitution and government so 
formed shall be republican, and in conformity to the principles 
contained in the ordinance.” 

In pursuance of this recommendation, Tennessee, with her 
constitution thus formed, was admitted into the union on the first 
of June, 1796; within four months after the change of government 
was commenced. 

Michigan adopted the same course as Tennessee, and asserted 
it as her “right and privilege,” under the ordinance and the’act 
of congress of 1805. It was granted to her—~although the author- 
ity had been reserved to congress (as in the case of Tennessee) to 
form one or two states out of the territory then subject to her ter- 
ritorial government. 

I Submit a copy of the att passed by the territorial legislature 
of Mithigan on the 26th of December, 1834, to enable the people 
of that territory to form a constitution and state government. The 
preamble fully asserts the right; and the act apportions delegates 
for that part of the territory lying north of a line drawn due east 
from the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan which had been em- 
braced within the limits of the state of Indiana on her admission in 
the year 1516. 

She was adnritted into the union with the constitution she had 
adopted, by an act of congress passed on the 15th of June, 1886, 
the second section of which provides “that the constitution and 
state government which the people of Michigan have formed for 
themselves be, and the same is hereby; accepted, ratified and con- 
jirmed; and that the said state of Michigan shall be, and is here- 
by, declared to be one of the United States of America, and is 
hereby admitted into the union upon an equal footing with the 
original states in all respects whatever.” 

This section also declares, that “this admission is upon the ex- 
press condition that the said state shall consist of, and have juris- 
diction over, all the territory included within the following bounda- 
ries, and none other,” &c. By these new boundaries thus propo- 
sed by congress, the country claimed by Ohio and Indians is given 
to those states; and in lieu thereof a district lying between Lake 
Superior and Lake Michigan, and west of a line drawn north from 
the northern extremity of Lake Michigan to the line dividing the 
United States and Canada—which was the line established by the 
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act of congress of 1805, and by the people of Michigan, in their 
constitution, as the western buundary of the state was declared to 
be within the boundaries and jurisdiction of the state of Michigan. 

The people inhabiting the portion thus annexed neither partici- 
pated in the formation of the constitution, nor voted for the change ; 
and it may well be doubted whether congress did not exceed its 
powers by this act enlarging the boundaries of Michigan, and estab- 
lishing a state government for these people. 

But the act of admission establishes the right of the free inhabi- 
tants to form a government for themselves, and to designate the 
boundaries of the state. In relation to the rightofa state fo enter 
the union with a contested boundary, there were several instances 
of unsettled boundaries between the thirteen original states when 
they joined the union, some of which are yet undetermined, and 
it is not perceived why a new state has not the privilege to adjust 
her boundaries or have them settled in the same manner as an old 
state, 

It may be taken fur granted, therefore, from the example of 
those states, as well as that of Michigan, that this state has the 
right to be admitted, although her boundaries may be contested 
by other states. A state out of the union has as good a right to 
her established boundaries as a state in it. ‘The form of govern- 
ment to which she may at any period of her existence be subject 
neither increases nor diminishes this right. It cannot be conceded 
that the right to admit can control the right to form a constitution 
farther than to require that the “ constitution is republican, and in 
conformity to the principles contained in the articles of com- 
pact.” 

The 12th section of the act to establish the territorial govern- 
ment of Wisconsin declares “ that the inhabitants of the territory 
shall enjoy the rights, privileges, and advantages granted and se- 
cured to the peuple of the territory north-west of the river Ohio, 
by the articles of compact contained in the ordinance of 1787.” It 
provides that “ the said inhabitants shall also be entitled to all the 
rights, privileges and immunities heretofore granted and secured 
to the territory of Michigan, and to its inhabitants.” The 5th ar- 
ticle of compact declares that “ whenever any of the said states 
shall have sixty thousand inhabitants therein, such state shall be 
admitted by its delegates into the congress of the United States 
on an equal footing with the original states in all respects what- 
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ever, and shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitution and 
state government.” 

The sight of the citizens of Wisconsin to form a government for 
themselves being clearly established by these provisions and by the 
precedents of Tennessee and Michigan, T respectfully beg leave 


to submit to your consideration the subject of the boundaries of 
the country whose inhabitants possess the right to vote upon the 


question of forming a constitution. 


The 5th article of compact laid off the north-western territory 
înto three states, and bounded them, on the south, by the Ohio 
river, and on the north by the territorial line between the United 
States and Canada, It provided, however, “ that the boundaries 
of these three states shall be subject so far to be altered, that if 
congress shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have power 
to form one or two states in that part of the said territory which lies 
north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly or ex- 
treme bend of Lake Michigan. 

Tn the execution of this power, congress has wholly disregarded 
the limitation placed upon its authority. These boundaries were 
subject to be altered only for a single object, to wit: to form one 
or two states north of a certain east and west line. The first part 
of this article declares “ there shall be formed in the said territory 
notiess than three nor more than five states, and the boundaries of 
the states, so soon as Virginia shal] alter her act of cession and 
consent to the same, shall become fixed and established, as fol- 
lows,” &c. Virginia gave her consent. The “east and west line 
drawn through the southerly bend or extreme ot Lake Michigan,” 
became therefore an estublished boundary line, equally with the 
other line therein described, if congress found “it expedient to 
form” more than ¿Aree states. On the admission of Ohio, the 
question was determined that there shold be more than three 
states formed; and having now actually admitted four into the 
Union, the remaining “ territory which lies north of an east and 
west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake 
Michigan,” according to the terms of the ordinance, must com- 
pose the fifth. ° 

In the year 1818, an act was passed by congress to enable the 
people of Ilinois territory to form a constitution. She had not 
sixty thousand inhabitants, and therefore applied to congress to 
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grant her permission, authority having been given to congress ta 
admit a state with a less number. 

It is conceded in this act, that congress and the people of IMi- 
nois undertook to make an alteration of her boundaries not con- 
templated by the ordinance, when they gave to that state the line 
of latitude of forty-two degrees and thirty minutes for her north: 
em boundary instead of the west line from the extremity of the 
lake. In the 2d section of that act a description of the boundary 
as now claimed by Illinois is followed by this provision: “ That 
the convention, when formed, skall ratify the boundaries aforesaid; 
otherwise they shall be and remain as now prescribed by the opdi- 
nance for the government of the territory north-west of the river 
Ohio.” And in the 4th section there is also a proviso, that the 
constitution, “ whenever formed, shall be republican, and not re- 


pugnant to the ordinance of the 13th of July, 1787, &c., except- 
ing so much of said articles as relate to the states therein to be 


formed,”—which is clearly an admission that the alteration of the 
boundaries was repugnant to the ordinance. 

Was this the alteration which congress was authorized to make? 
If it was, why did she ask Illinois to ratify heract? The artich 
of compact may undoubtedly be changed * by common consent, 
and it is true that congress and Jllinois have given their consent to 
the alteration; but the fifth state, whose rights are the same upon 
this question as those of Illinois, has not consented, and could not 
consent to any change of those articles yntil she has obtained her 
sovereignty and independence, 

These views, 1t gives me pleasure to assure you, are sustained 
by the resolutions of the legislature of this territory. I avai] my- 
self of this occasion to quote the following sentences from the pre- 
amble to the “resolutions relating to the southern boundary and 
the admission of Wisconsin into the union as a state; which were 
approved by Governor Dodge on the 13th of January, 1840, 

« Whereas, the southern boundary of this territory, and of the 
state to be formed therein, is fixed and established by the ordi- 
nance of July 13th, 1787, on a line running due west from the 
southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan to the Mississippi 
river. 

“ And whereas, although said ordinance is declared to be forev- 
et unalterable, unless by common consent,a large and valuable 
tract of country is now held by the state of Ilinois, contrary to 
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the manifest right and consent of the people of this territory,” zc. 

The resolutions following this preamble requests that on a cer- 
tain day the inhabitants of the territory do vote for or against the 
formation of a state government, including all that district of 
country north of the line above mentioned; and invite the inhabi- 
tants in that part of the district claimed by Illinois to express their 
sentiments in relation to its formation, and, inthe event of an 
election being-ordered by the governor, to choose delegates to the 
state convention. 

The committee to whom this subject had been referred, in 
their report say, that “it has been declared as the opinion of a 
former legislative assembly of this territory, ‘ that all that district 
of country lying between the northern boundary line of the state 
of Illinois, and a line drawn west from the southern extreme of 
Lake Michigan to the Mississippi river, rightfully belongs to the 
territory of Wisconsin.’ This opinion, with the arguments and 
reasons in supoort of it, have been spread before congress. 

f To recede now from the grounds at that time taken, or to re- 
jinquish in any manner the just rights of the territory to the juris- 
diction of that district, in the opinion of your committee, would 
be to disappoint the hopes and defeat the most cherished desires 
and wishes of both the inhabitants of that district, and the people 
of the territory.” 

Concurring, as I do, in the opinion thus expressed at former ses- 
sions of the legislature, and which I presume are stil] entertained 
by those gentlemen who were then members, it will be only ne- 
cessary for me to advert at this time to some of the authorities 
upon which my opinions are founded. 

I observe that “ an,east and west line drawn through the south- 
erly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan,” is described or adverted 
to, as a boundary, by the government of the United States in se- 
veral instances: 

Ist. In the 5th article of compact, in the ordinance of 1787. ` 

2d. The act of congress of April 30, 1802, to enable the people 
Ohio to form a state government. 

3d. The act of congress of January 11, 1805, to provide a tem- 
porary government for Michigan. 

4th, An act to authorize the President of the United States to 
ascertain and designate certain boundaries, passed May 20, 1812; - 
which requires a survey of the boundary which divides “ the state 
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of Ohio from the territory of Michigan;” and “ a plat to be made 
of so much of the line as runs from the southerly extreme of Lake 
Michigan.” The war of 1812 prevented the execution of this 
act; but on the 16th of April, 1816,.an appropriation was made 
for carrying it into effect; and the line was run, in conformity 
with the various acis of congress, due east frum the southern ex- 
treme of Lake Michigan. It was not until the year 1818 that the 
work was completed, and the returns made to congress. 

5th. The act to enable the people of Indiana to fornastate go- 
vernment, passed April 19th, 1816; the provisions of which re- 
quire the people to ratify the alteration of the ordinance Jine. 

6th. The treaty between the United States and the Ottawas, 
Chippewas, and Potowatamies, concluded August 24, 1816. Un- 
der treaty this line was run and marked in the year 1818 by John 
Sullivan; and the monument, erected at its termination on the 
bank of the Mississippi, near the head of Rock Island, was stand- 
ing but a few years ago. 

7th. An act to provide for the taking of certain observations 
preparatory to the adjustment of the northern boundary line of 
the state of Ohio, passed July 14, 1832. The President is re- 
quired to ascertain, by observations, “ the point in the Mississippi 
which is due west from the southerly extreme of Lake Michi- 
gan,” 

8th. The official report of Capt. Talcott, of the United States 
Engineers, dated January 17,1884. He states that from his ob- 
servations, the southern bend of Lake Michigan isin latitude for- 
ty-one degrees and thirty-seven minutes. And that a due west 
line from this point will intersect the Mississippi river about seven 
miles north of the fort on Rock Island. He erected monuments 
to mark each of these stations. 

I unite with the assembly, therefore, in claiming, for the south- 
ern boundary of this state, aline drawn due west from the south- 
erly bend or extreme of Like Michigan to the Mississippi river, 
because it was “ fixed and established ” by the ordinance of 1787, 
in an article which it is declared “ shall forever remain unaltera- 
ble, unless by common cons¢nt,” and because the people of this 
state have never given their consent to the alteration attempted to 
be made by congress and the people of the territory of Illinois. 

Whether the inhabitants of the district of country which was 
placed by congress under the jurisdiction of Michigan, and which 
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liés west of a line drawn from the northern extremity of Lake 
Michigan, have not the right to vote with us for or against the for- 
mation ofa state government, is a question of great importance, 
and to which I invite your attention, Michigan asserted her claim 
to this line as her true boundary on several occasions; particular- 
ly when she opposed the passage by congress of the act to estab- 
lish the territorial government of Huron, and when she defined 
her own limits as a state in the act under which she formed her 
constitution. Her own arguments and concessions are considered 
very conclusive upon this point, 

This subject was presented to the assembly in my message of 
February 16, 1842, with the act passed by her legislature on the 
26th of January, 1886. In that message I remarked: “ It is as- 
certained that a part of the western boundary of the state of Mi- 
chigan, as prescribed by the act of congress of the 15th of June, 
1836, is an impracticable line, there being no such natural boun- 
dary as is therein described. The Lake of the Desert, [ old plan- 
tation Iake,”] does not discharge its waters into the Montreal riv- 
er. It having therefore become necessary to designate a new 
line, I avail myself of the occasion to present the subject td the 
notice of the assembly, that such measures as are proper may be 
adopted, to procure the recognition by the government of the Uni- 
ted States of the boundary which was established between Michi- 
gan and Wisconsin in the year 1805.” 

In the year 1828, a bill was reported in the house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States to establish the territorial govern- 
ment of Huron. - The territory was bounded on the south by the 
states of Illinois and Missouri, and eastwardly by a line drawn 
` through Lake Michigan and the straits of Mackinac to the south- 
ern extremity of Bois Blanc Island in Lake Huron, and thence 
due east across that lake to the boundary of the United States. 
The same bill was again reported (it having failed to pass both 
houses of congress) in -1829, 1830, and 1832. A report was 
made by the committee, with the bill, in the latter year, from 
which I make the following extract: i 

“This committee are of opinion that the limits of the territory 
of Michigan, as originally separated from the then Indiana territo- 
ry, ought, upon every fair and just principle, to. be preserved to its 
present population, so as to enable them to emerge, as early as 
possible, into the condition of an independent state of the union. 
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The cothifiittes therefore recommend that, in a severance of the 
present territory of Michigan, the eldest and the most populous 
portion should be left under its original limits, and that the integ- 
rity of its bounds should be preserved by a line drawn through the 
lake to its northern extremity, and thence by a line drawn due 
north to the northern boundary of the United States; and with 
this division and seperation of the new territory from every point 
of Lake Huron, they also propose the adoption for it of the name 
of Wisconstw instead of that of Huron, as heretofore contempla- 
ted.” 

Governor Cass, in a message to the council on the 5th of Janu- 
ary, 1831, had presented the consideration of this measure in the 
following language: 

“sAn effort has been made to detach the counties of Michli- 
mackinac and Chippewa from the peninsular territory, and to an- 
nex them to the new government, which is asked for west of Lake 
Michigan. Sucha measure would be equally injurious to our 
rights, and subversive of our interests. ‘The act of congress of 
January 11, 1805, establishing this territory, defined its bounda- 
ries, and guaranteed to the inhabitants then living, or who might 
thereafter live, within them, many political rights dear to the. 
American people, and without the enjoyment of whieh, our citi- 
zens would never encounter the difficulties and hardships incident 
to the scttlement of a new country. Among these, not the least 
important, is the right of admission into the union, when our pop- 
ulation shall equal the number prescribed in the ordinance of con- 
gress of July 13, 1787, which laid the foundation of the govern- 
ments of the states and territories north-west of the Ohio river. 
If we have any security for the political privileges we enjoy or ex- 
pect to enjoy, we have the same security, and that is, the faith of 
the United States, for the integrity of the territorial boundaries es- 
tablished by that act. A line drawn through the middle of Lake 
Michigan to its northern extreme, and thence due north to Lake 
Superior, which is our western boundary, leaves the inhabited por- 
tions of the counties of Mackinaw and Chippewa in the original 
territory of Michigan. To the country west of that line we have 
no claim.” ee 

The same view was taken of this question, and the right of Mi- 
chigan to this north and south line again asserted in a memorial 
of the legislative council to congress which was adopted with but 
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one dissenting vote, [and that was given by the member from this 
district,] on the 7th of January, 1833. 

It is deemed unnecessary to pursue this subject farther. It 
will receive from you, there can be no doubt, a careful examina- 
tion and consideration, equally with those which duty has compel- 
led me to suggest. I believe you will concur with me in the 
opinion that it was not the intention of the patriots who framed the 
ordinance, that this territory should, at any period of its political 
existence, be parcelled out among the neighboring states; nor 
that a true hearted American will ever refuse to claim his birth- 
right, or to secure for himself and his posterity the enjoyment of 
constitutional liberty. 


J.D. DOTY. 
Madison, Wisconsina; December 4, 1343. 


Documents accompanying the Governor’s Message. 


DOCUMENT NO. i. 

Copy of the act passed by the Legislative Council of the Territory 
of Michigan, Dec. 26, 1834, to enable the people of Michigan 
to form a state government. 

AN ACT to enable the people of Michigan to form a constitutien 

and state government. 
Whereas, it is ordained and declared, in and by the ordinance 
for the government of the territory of the United States north- 
west of the river Ohio, passed by congress on the 13th day of July, 
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1787, that certain articles therein contained “shall be considered - 


as articles of compact between the original states and the people 
and states in the said territory, and forever remain unalterable un- 
less by common consent;” 

And whereas it is stipulated in and bv the 5th of the said arti- 
cles of compact, that there shall be formed in the said territory not 
less than three nor more than five states; and that “ the bounda- 
ries of the three siates shall be subject so far to be altered, that if 


3 


- 


18 


congress shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have authore 
ity to form one or two states in that part of the said territory which 
lies north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly 
bend or extreme of Lake Michigan;” 

And whereas it is stipulated in the said article that the said 
three states shall be bounded on the north eitber by the territorial 
line between the United States and Canada, or the said east and 
west line; l 

And whereas congress has not admitted the said three states 
into the union according to the boundaries mentioned in the said 
article; 

And whereas ìt is provided in and by an act of congress, enti- 
tled “an act to divide the Indiana territory into two separate gov- 
ernments,” approved January 11, 1805, as follows, to wit: 

“Sec. 1. That all that part of the Indiana territory which lies 
north of a line drawn east from the southerly bend or extreme of 
Lake Michigan, until it shall intersect Lake Erie, and east of a line 
drawn from the said southerlybend through the middle of said 
lake to its northern extremity, and thence due north to the north- 
ern boundary of the United States, shall, for the purposes of tem- 
porary government, constitute a separate territory, and be called 
Michigan. 

“Sxc.2. The inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to, and en- 
joy, all and singular, the rights, privileges, and advantages grant- 
ed and secured to the people of the territory of the United States 
north-west of the river Ohio, by the said ordinance.” 

And whereas it was the right and privilege of sixty thousand 
free inhabitants within the limits of Indiana, according to the said 
ordinance, to form for themselves a permaaent constitution and 
State government; 

And whereas the same right and privilege is granted by the act 
aforesaid to the people of Michigan, whenever there shall be sixty 
thousand free inhabitants within the limits mentioned in the said 
act; 

And whereas it is ascertained, under the authority of an act of 
the legislative council, passed on the 6th day of September, 1834, 
that there now are eighty-seven thousand two hundred and seven- 
ty-three free inhabitants within the limits prescribed for Michi- 
gan by the act aforesaid; Therefore, for the purpose of enabling 
the free inhabitants of the said territory to secure to themselves 
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the rights and privileges guaranteed to them by the said ordi- 
nance and acts of Congress: 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislative Council of the terri- 
tory of Michigan, that the said free inhabitants of the territory of 
Michigan, as the said territory was established by the act of con- 
gress, entitled, “ an act te divide the Indiana territory into two se- 
parate governments,” approved January 11, 1805, that is to say, 
of all that territory which lies north of an east and west line , 
drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan, 
east of a line drawn from the said southerly bend through the 
middle of said lake to its northern extremity, and thence due 
north to the northern boundary of the United States, and west 
and south of the said boundary of the United States, be, and they 
are hereby authorized to assemble to choose delegates in the 
manner and at the time and place hereinafter mentioned, to form 
for themselves a constitution and state government, upon the 
principles, and according to the provisiors, contained ir the ordi- 
nance for the government of the territory of the United States 
north-west of the river Ohio,” adoptec in congress the 13th day 
of July, 1787. 

Sec.2. That the free white male inhabitants of the said ter- 
ritory, above the age of twenty-one years, who shall reside there- 
in three months immediately preceding Saturday the fourth day ef 
April next, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
five, be, and they are hereby, authorized to choose delegates to 
form a convention, who shall be elected in the several districts as 
follows, to wit: the county of Wayne shall form the first election 
district, and shall be entitled to elect seventeen delegates to the 
said convention; the county of Monroe shall form the second dis- 
trict, and shall be entitled to elect nine delegates; the county of 
Lenawee shall form the third district, and shall be entitled to elect 
eight delegates; the county of Washtenaw, and the country at- 
tached thereto for judicial purposes shall form the fourth district, 
and shall be entitled to elect fifteen delegates; the county of 
Oakland and the country attached thereto for judicial purposes, 
shall form the fifth district, and shall be entitled to elect four- 
teen delegates; the county of Macomb shall form the sixth dis- 
trict, and shall be entitled to elect six delegates; the county of 
St, Clair shall form the seventh district, and shall be entitled to 
elect two delegates; the county of Jackson shall form the eighth 
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district, and shall be entitled to elect two delegates; the counties 
of Hillsdale and Branch, and all that part of the territory lying 
south of the county of Branch, shall form the ninth district, and 
be entitled to elect one delegate; the county of Calhoun shall 
form the tenth district, and shall be entitled to elect two dele- 
gates; the county of Kalamazoo, and the country attached there- 
to for judicial purposes, shall form the eleventh district, and sha}] 
be entitled to elect thtee delegates; the county of Cass, and all 
that part of the territory lying south of the said county, shall form 
the twelfth district, and be entitled to elect three delegates; the 
county of St. Joseph, and all that part of the territory ‘ying south 
thereof, shall form the thirteenth district, and be entitled to elect 
three delegates; the county of Berrien, and all that part of the 
territory situated south and south-west thereof, shall form the 
fourteenth district and be entitled to elect two delegates; the 
county of Michilimackinac shall form the fifteenth district, and 
shall be entitled to elect one delegate; and the county of Chippe- 
wa shall form the sixteenth district, and be entitled to elect one 
delegate. The aforesaid delegates shall be citizens of the United 
States of at least the age of twenty-oue years. 

Sec.8. The election for the said delegates shall be holden on 
Saturday, the fourth day of April next, in the several townships 
within the said several election districts, and shall be in every res- 
pect keld and conducted in the same manner and under the same 
regulations, and the result certified, transmitted and declared in 
the same manner, as near as may be, agreeably to the provisions 
of an act entitled “an act to provide for the election of a delegate 
in the congress of the United States,” approved April 12th, 1827, 
and whenever any person shall present his vote or ballot at such 
election for delegates, if he shall be challenged by either of the 
inspectors, or by any elector, said inspectors shall cause to be 
read to such person so much of the second section of this act as 
relates to the qualifications of voters, and shall then tender and 
administer to him the following oath: “I, A. B., do solemnly 
swear, [or affirm,] that I am duly qualified to vote at this election 
according to law;” and thereupon the said inspectors shall receive 
the vote of the person so taking the oath or affirmation as afore- 
said; and in case such person shall refuse to take such oath or af- 
firmation, he shall not be permitted to vote atsuch election, 

Sec. 4, That it shall not be lawful for any officer or minister 
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of justice to serve any civil process on any person entitled io vote 


" at said election on the day preceding the said election, on the day 


of election, nor on the day immediately succeeding the same. 

Src. 5. The delegates elected, as aforesaid, shall meet at the 
capitol, in the city of Detroit, on the second Monday of May 
next; and they, or a majority of them, are authorized to adjourn 
the said convention to any other place within the said territory 
for the transaction of business, 

MORGAN L. MARTIN, 
President of the Legislative Council. 
Approved December 26, 1884 
STEVENS T. MASON. 


DOCUMENT NO. 2. 


Journals of the Council 1839—40, page 250. 


The committee on territorial affairs to whom was referred so much 
of the governor’s message as relates to the admission of Wis- 
consin as a state into the union, have attended to that duty, 
and ask leave to make the following 


REPORT: 


The subject of the formation of a constitution and state govern- 
ment in the territory of Wisconsin, in order to an early admission 
into the union on a footing of equality with the other states, is 
one of deep interest to all her citizens. 

It is a laudable ambition in the people of Wisconsin to aspire 
early ata state of independency, when they may take a rank 
among the states of this union, and participate on a footing of 
equality with the other states in the enactment of all laws by 
which they are to be governed. But your committee are of opin- 
ion that itis Inexpedient to go into a state government at any 
time without the union and co-operation of all who rightfully be- 
long to us. 

It has been declared as the opinion of a former legislative as- 
sembly of this territory, “that all that district of country lying be- 


. 
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tween the northern boundary line of the state of Ilinois and a line 
drawn west from the southern extreme of Lake Michigan to the 
Mississippi river rightfully belongs to the territory of Wisconsin.” 
This opinion, with the arguments and reasons in support of it, 
have been spread before congress. 

To recede now from the grounds at that time taken, or to re- 
linquish in any manner the just rights of the territory to the juris» 
diction of that district, in the opinion of your committee, would 
be to disappoint the hopes and defeat the most cherished desires 
and wishes of both the inhabitants of that district, and the people 
of the territory. It is, therefore, the opinion of your committee 
that it would be impolitic and unwise to take any measure to- 
wards forming a constitution and state government within the 
limits-of the territory as prescribed by the existing laws of con- 
gress. n 

In order, therefore, to the attainment of an object which the 
true interest and the united wishes of all parties seem to demand, 
your committee submit the following resolutions. 


» 


DOCUMENT NO. 3. 


Extract from the Journal of the Council, page 87, Dec. 31, 1839. 


“Mr. Martin, from the select committee to whom had been re- 
ferred resolutions Nos. 5 and 6, in relation to the southern boun- 
dary line of this territory, and the substitute for the latter (repart- 
ed by a committee of the whole) reported a substitute as follows: 
No. 7, ‘Resolution relative to the southern boundary, and the ad- 
mission of Wisconsin into the union as a state.’ ” 

The following are the resolutions as they passed and were ap- 
proved by Gov, Dodge, January 18, 1840: 

“Resolutions relative to the southern boundary, and the admis- 
sion of Wisconsin into the union as a siate. 

Whereas, the southern boundary of this territory, and of the 
state to be formed therein, is fixed and established by the ordin- 
ance of July 13th, 1787, on a line running due west from “the 
southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan” to the Mississippi 
river; 
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And whereas, although said ordinance is declared to be unal- 
terable, unless by common consent, a large and valuable tractof 
country is now held by the state of Illinois, contrary to the mani- 
fest 1ight and consent of the people of this territory; 

And whereas, it is inexpedient for the people of this territory to 
form a constitution and state government, or to ask admission in- 
to the union as an independent state, until the southern bounda- 
ry, to which they are justly entitled by said ordinance, shall be 
fully recognized by the parties of the original compact; therefore, 

Resolved, by the cvuncil and house of representatives of the 
territory of Wisconsin, that the inhabitants of this territory quali- 
fied to vote for delegate to congress, be requested at the next 
general election, to be held on the fourth Monday of September, 
to vote for or against the formation of a state government, includ- 
ing all that district- of country north of a line running due west 
from the most southerly bend or extreme of Lako Michigan to the 
Mississippi river, over which the state of Illinois exercises juris- 
diction; and if a majority of such electors vote in favor of such 
measure, the governor is hereby authorized to issue his proclama- 
tion requiring the electors aforesaid to meet in their respective 
precincts on such day as he may appoint, and choose delegates 
from their respective districts, equal to the number of represen- 
tatives in both branches of the legislative assembly, to assemble 
at the capitol at Madison, on the third Monday of November, for 
the purpose of deliberating upon and adopting such lawful and 
constitutional measures as may seem to be necessary and proper 
for the early adjustment of the southern boundary and admission 
into the union of the state of Wisconsin, on an equal footing with 
the original states, in all respects whatever. 

Resolved, That the judges of the several election precincts be 
required to receive, and the clerks of the boards of county com- 
missioners to canvass, the votes authorized to be taken by the 
foregoing resolution, and make return thereof to the governor, 
agreeably to. the provisions of an act to provide for and regulate 
general elections. 


Resolved, further, That the inhabitants of the district of coun- 


try, now claimed by Dlinois, lying north of the line running due 


west from the southern extreme of Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi river, be, and are hereby invited to furnish the executive of 
this territory, as early as may be convenient, and in such manner 
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as they may deem proper, an expression of their sentiments in rd- 
lation to the formation of a state government, as contemplated by _ 
the foregoing resolution; and in the event of an election being 

ordered by the proclamation of the governor, for the election of" 
delegates to the convention as above provided for, to choose dele- 

gates to the convention aforesaid, proportionate to the ratio of 
representation in the legislative assembly of this territory, to act 

on the business of said convention, on an equal footing with the 

other delegates. 

Resolved, further, That vehi of all the delegates, autho- 
rized by the first resolution, shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

Resolved, That the goveinor cause to be transmitted one copy 
each, of the foregoing preamble and resolutions, to such editors 
of newspapers in the state of Illinois, and in this territory, as he 
may deem proper, « tha request that they publish the same in 
their respective po rs. 


After the delivery of the message, his excellency the governor 
retired from the representatives’ hall. 
On motion of Mr. Martin, 
The convention adjourned; 
And thereupon the house was called to order. 
On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that five hundred copies of the governor’s message 

be printed for the use of this house. 
On motion of Mr. Meeker, 

The message from the council relative to the deathof the hon. 
L. F. Linn was taken up, when the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, by the council, (if the house of representatives con- 
cur,) that the legislative assenibly of the territory of Wisconsin 
have learned with feelings of the greatest regret the death of the 
hon. Lewis F. Linn, late a senator from the state of Missouri; 
that by his death his family has been deprived of a most affection- 
ate and amiable head; congress of a true patriot and able states- 
man; his ownstate of a most faithful and efficient representative; 
the whole west of a friend and ever ready advocate of its best in- 
teresis, and the territory of Wisconsin, in particular, of one who 
has been on all occasions its resolute and devoted friend, and to 
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whom it is deeply indebted for his zealous activity in her behalf 
in the body of which he was a member. 

Resolved, That as a testimony of the respect which the legis- 
lative assembly of the territory entertains for the memory of hon. 
Lewis F. Lian, both houses will immediately adjourn. 

On motion of Mr, Capron, l 

The house adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A. M, 


TUESDAY, December 5, 1843, 


Mr. Elmore gave notice that he should, on to-morrow, ask leave 
to introduce a bill requiring clerks of the boards of supervisors in 
the several counties of this territory to give bonds for the faithful 
performance of their duties. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, ; 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, (if the council concur,) that the standing joint rules 
of the two houses, of the last session, be adopted for the govern- 
ment of the two houses at their present session, until others are” 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the editors and reporters of, the different news- 
papers published in this territory be allowed to occupy seats with- 
in the bar of this house. 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

Ordered, that this house do now proceed to the election of 
speaker, and that two tellers be appointed to canvass the votes. 
Messrs, Elmore and Trowbridge were appointed the said tel- 
lers. l 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

A call of the house was made, when twenty-four members an- 
swered to their names, (Messrs. Hicks and Long being absent,) 
and thereupon further proccedings under the call were dispensed 
with. ; 

The ballots were then taken and counted, when Messrs. Elmore 
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‘ | 
and Trowbridge, the tellers, reported that twenty-four votes had 
been given for the said office, of which 

George H. Walker received fourteen; 


Jas, Tripp “eight; 
Glendower M. Price “ one; 
Benjamin Hunkins “ one. 


And thereupon Mr. Meeker (being in the chair) declared that | 


the hon. George H. Walker had been duly elected speaker of the 
house of representatives for the present session. 
On motion of Mr. Darling, 


Ordered, that a committee of two be appointed to conduct the | 


speaker elect to the chair. 

And thereupon Messrs. Darling and Manahan were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Walker having been conducted to the chair, returned his 
thanks to the house for the honor conferred upon him. 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Ordered, that the house proceed to the election of chief clerk, 
and that two tellers be appointed to canvass the vetes. 

Messrs. Hunkins and Trowbridge were appointed the said 
tellers. 

The votes having been taken and counted, the tellers appointed 
for that purpose reported that twenty-three votes had been given 
for the said office; of which 

John Catlin received eighteen; 

J. G. Knapp,, “ two; 

G. P. Delaplaine, “ two; 

Blank A one. 

And thereupon the speaker declared that John Catlin, having 
received a majority ofall the votes given, had been duly elected 
chief clerk of the house of representatives for the year ensuing. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the house now proceed to elect an assistant clerk, 
a sergeant-at-arms, fireman, and messenger, and that they be vo- 
ted for on one ballot. 

Objection being made by Mr. Platt to the decision of the 
house; 

Mr. Darling moved a reconsideration ef the vote by which the 
house decided to ballot for several officers on the same ballot; 

And the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 
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~ Mr. Darling then, by leave, withdrew the said motion. 

A message from the council by their secretary; 

“Mr, Speaker: Iam directed to inform this house that the coun- 
cil is permanently organized by the choice of the hon, Marshall M. 
Strong, from the county of Racine, as president, and Ben G. East- 
man as secretary for the present session.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The house proceeded to the election of an assistant clerk. 

Mr. Bartlett nominated Horatio 8. Winsor for said office. 

The votes having been taken and counted, the tellers (Messrs. 
Hunkins and Trowbridge) reported that twenty-three votes had 
been given for the said office, of which 

Horatio S. Winsor received twenty; 

Blank two: 

And that one vote had been lost. 

Mr. Darling moved, that the said ballot be received; 

Which was agreed to. 

And thereupon the speaker declared that Horatio S. Winsor 
had been duly elected assistant clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, , 

The house proceeded to the election of messenger. 

And the votes having been taken and counted, Messrs. Hun- 
kins and Trowbridge, acting as tellers, reported that twenty-three 
votes had been given for that office, of which 

William H. Howe received nineteen; 

Henry W. Savage, “ two; 

Blank s two. 

And thereupon the speaker declared that William H. Howe had 
been duly elected messenger. 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, 

The house proceeded to the election of sergeant-at-arms. 

The votes having been taken and counted, the tellers appoint- 
ed for that purpose reported that twenty-three votes had been giv- 
en for the said office, of which 

John W, Trowbridge received fifteen; 

Nehemiah Locy te seven; 

Geo. W. Trowbridge, “ one. 

John W. Trowbridge, having received a majority of all the votes 
given, was declared by the speaker to have been duly elected. 
sergeant-at-arms, l ` 
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On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The house proceeded to the election of a fireman. 

Mr. Ellis nominated William Fowler for the said office. - 

And the votes having been taken and counted, the tellers re- 
ported that there had been twenty-three votes given for the said 
office, of which ` 

William Fowler received fourteen; 

Nehemiah Locy & five; 

Black Hawk % one; 

Blank i three. 

William Fowler, having received a majority of all the votes giv- 
en, was declared by the speaker to have been duly elected fire- 
man. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Messrs. Catlin, Winsor, Trowbridge, Howe and Fowler, the of 
ficers elected, appeared at the speaker's desk and were severally 
sworn faithfully to discharge the duties of the respective offices to 
which they had been elected. 

Mr. Birchard offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That each member of this house may order for his 
own use during the present session of the legislative assembly, 
anv number of newspapers not exceeding thirty per week, provi- 
ded tbat each paper shall not cost to exceed five cents per copy. 


Mr. Manahan offered the following as an amendment to the 


said resolution, to wit: 

Strike out all after the word “ Resolved,” and insert the follow- 
ing words: ; 

“ That be appointed reporter for the house of re- 
presentatives for the present session, and that he be ‘entitled to 
draw from the clerk the usual quantity of stationery. 

Resolved, That the reporter shall prepare a brief minute of all 
the proceedings of the house, consisting of the presentation and 
action on all petitions, remonstrances, and other documents; of all 
notices given and motions made by members; of all actions of the 
house and committee of the whole on bills, memorials, and reso- 
lutions; and a brief sketch of the debates and remarks of mem- 
bers, which may arise on all questions before the house; of all de- 
cisions of the speaker or chairman; and of all other matters and 


things that the house may order, or that may be of consequence 
or interest to notice. 
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Resolved, That the reporter shall furnish the said minutes to the 
printer of the house, who shall daily furnish to the membets the 
proof or slip of each minutes, and after it has been corrected and 
approved, the said printer shall issue the same in a news- 
paper, and supply the house with copies of such paper. 

Resolved, That the journal of the house shall be kept in the book 
of the journal, entered up daily, and after being read and approved 
by the house, shall be signed by the speaker and clerk. i 

Resolved, That the printer do not print the daily journal.” 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

The said resolution and amendment were laid upon the table 
until to-morrow at eleven o'clock. 

Mr. Platt offered the following resolution, which was ordered 
to lie on the table until to-morrow, to wit: 

Resolved, That the printing of the house of representatives be let 
to the lowest bidder, and that the chief clerk thereof be directed 
to receive proposals for performing said work until Saturday next, 
at 12 o’clock meridian. 

Mr. Darling offered the following resolution, whick was adopt- 
ed, to wit: 

Resolved, That all United States and territorial officers, mem- 

_bers and officers of the hon. council, and any other persons .who 
shall be invited by the members of the house, be permitted to take 
seats within the bar of the house, at pleasure. 

Mr. Darling gave notice that on some future dey he should ask 
ieave to introduce a bill concerning actions in ejectment. 

On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 

The house adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, December 6, 1843. 


A message from the council by their secretary, fo wit: 
“ Mr. Speaker: the council have passed a resolution of the 
following title: 
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No. 1,‘Joint resolution relative to the employment of fireman,” 
in which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house,” 

Mr. Hunkins offered the following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, to wit: 

Resolved, That the chief clerk of this house be authorized and re- 
quired to hire such writing as may be necessary to be done for 
the house of representatives during the present session, which 
cannot be done by the said clerk and his assistant, and that an ap- 
propriation be made for the same out of the appropriation for the 
incidental expenses of the legislative assembly. 

Mr, Meeker offered the following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, to wit: 

Resolved, That this house will employ a minister of the gospel 
to officiate as chaplain during the present session. 

Mr. Elmore, pursuant to notice given and by leave, introduced 
a bill of the following title, to wit: 

No. 1A bill requiring the clerks of the board of supervisors 
of the several counties to give bonds, and for other purposes;”” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

Mr. Darling, pursuant to previous notice, and by leave, intro- 
duced a bill of the following title, to wit: 

No. 2, “A bill concerning the time of commencing actions, and 
for other purposes,” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, 

The house proceeded fo the election, by ballot, of a chaplain 
for the house of representatives. 

And thereupon, Mr. Meeker nominated the Rev. Jesse L. Ben- 
nett. 

Messrs. Meeker and Tripp were appointed tellers to canvass 
the votes. 

The votes having been taken and counted, the tellers appointed 
for that purpose reported that the whole number of votes given 
were twenty-three, of which 

Rev. Jesse L. Bennett received eighteen; 

Rey. Mr. Miner «one; 

Blank ff four. 

The speaker thereupon declared that the Rev. Jesse L. Ben- 
nett, having received a majority of all the votes, had been duly 
elected chaplain of the house of representatives. 
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Mr. Darling gave notice that on some fature day he should ask 
leave to introduce a “ memorial to congress asking for an appro- 
priation for the opening of a road from Sheboyagan by the way of 
Winnebago lake to the Fox river; and also, asking an appropria- 
tion for completing that part of the United Siates military road be- 
tween Green Bay and Fond du Lac.” 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole house 
for the consideration of bill 

No 1, “A bill requiring the clerks of the board of supervisors of 
the several counties to give bonds, and for other purposes,” 

Mr. Ellis in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by 
their chairman reported the same back to the house without 
admendment. 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 
Ordered, that the said bill be laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr, Platt, 

The message from the councill was taken up requesting the 
concurrence of the house in the following resolution, to wit: 

No. 1, * Joint resolution relative to the employment of fire- 
man.” 

Mr. Price offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Strike outall after the word “representatives,” and insert the 
following words: l 

That Nehemiah Locy be appointed as fireman to the committee 
rooms, to keep the halls of the capitol clean,and to do such other 
labor about the capitol as the superintendent of territorial proper- 
ty shall direct; and that he shall be allowed two dollars per day 
for his services. 

And the question being put thereon, it was determined in the 
affirmative. l 

` Mr. Ellis moved tọ amend the resolution by striking out the 
word “two,” and inserting the word “ three ” in lieu thereof. 

The speaker decided that the amendment was not in order, in- 
asmuch as it proposed to amend the amendment agreed to by the 
house. : 

Mr. Darling then moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the said amendment was adopted: 

And the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 
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Mr. Darling then offered the following amendment, which wad 

accepted by Mr. Price as a modification of the amendment offet- 
‘ed by him, to wit: 

Strike out all in the resolution after the word “representatives,” 
and insert the following, to wit: 

“That the superintendent of territorial property be authorized 
to employ some person to attend to the fires in the governor’s and 
committee rooms, and to keep the halis in order, and to do such 
other duties as the superintendent shall direct; and that such per- 
son shall receive for his services such reasonable compensation 
as the legislature may allow, to be paid out of any moneys appro- 
priated for contingent expenses, and that the superintendent of 
territorial property be directed to give such appointment to the 
county having the largest unrepresented fraction in the distribu- 
tion cf the offices ;” 

And the question being put on agreeing to the amendment, it 
passed in the affirmative, 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr, Platt moved that the house do now take up and consider 
the resolution offered by Mr. Birchard, on yesterday, relative to 
newspapers, and the amendment thereto offered by Mr. Mana- 
han. 

And the question being put, it passed in the negative. 

Mr. Manahan, who had offered the amendment to the said reso- 
lution, having appeared in his seat, the motion of Mr. Platt was 
renewed by him; 

And the question being put, it passed in the Jeireaatine: 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Manahan, and being put to the house, it was de- 
cided in the negative. 

Mr. Olin moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
word “thirty” and inserting the word “twenty” in lieu thereof; 

And the question being put, it passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Thomp- 
son: 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are 

Messrs. Bartlett, Hunkins, Manahan, Olin, Thompson and 
Tripp—6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Elhs, Ei- 
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more, Grant, Hopkins, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, Painier 
Parsons, Platt, Price, Trowbridge and Walker, (spk’r)—18. 
| The resolution was then adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 
The house adjourned. 
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TUESDAY, December 7, 1843. 


The speaker laid before the house a communication from the 
hon. Moses M. Strong, relative to his accounts as late fiscal agent, 
with accompanying documents; 

Which were read by the clerk, and, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Were ordered, to be laid on the table and be printed. 

Mr. Ellis offered the following resolution, which was adopted, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to revise 
and report rules for the government of this house, and that said 
committee act with such committee as may be appointed for that 
purpose by the hon. the council, on the joint rules of the two 
houses, 

Thereupon were appointed Messrs. Ellis, Tripp and Hopkins 
such committee under said resolution. ? 

Mr: Darling, pursuant to previous notice, and fby leave, intro- ¢ 
duced a memorial of the following title, viz: 

No. 1, “Memorial to congress asking an appropriation for the 
opening of a road from Sheboyagan, by the avay of Winnebago 
lake, to the Fox river; and also.asking an appropriation for com- 
pleting that part of the United States military road between Green 
Bay and Fond du Lac;” 

Which was read the first and second time, 

The speaker announced the appointment of the following stand- 
ing committees: . 
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On the Judiciary—Messrs. Agry, Manahan, Darling, Capron 
and Meeker. 

On Internal Improvements—Messts, Hunkins, Birchard, Price, 
Tripp and Ellis, 

On Schools—Messrs. Tripp, Long, Hicks, Trowbridge and 
Thompson. 

On Territorial Affairs—Messts. Darling, Elmore, Crossman, 
Parsons and Hunkins. 

On the Militia—Messrs. Capron, Platt, Olin, Grant and Hop- 
kins. . 

On Finance—Messrs. Meeker, Tripp, Bartlett, Manahan and 
Messersmith., 

On. Corporations—Messts, Ellis, Parsons, Meeker, Elmore and 
Hopkins. 

On Elections—Messts. Masters, Hicks, Palmer, Messersmith 
and Grant. 

On Agriculture and Manufactures—Messrs. Olin, Price, Ca- 
pron, Palmer and Ellis. 

On Mining and Smelting —Messrs. Platt, Messersmith, Hicks, 
Price and Long. 

On Territorial Expenditures, (joint)—Messrs. Manahan, Bart- 
lett, Birchard, Thompson and Platt. 

On Legislative Expenditures, (joint)—Messrs. Elmore, Trow- 
bridge, Darling, Crossman and Hopkins, ` 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Crossman, Olin, Parsons, Bart- 
lett and Agry. 

On Enrolled Bills, ( joint)—Messrs. Long, Masters, Hunkins, 
Grant and Palmer. - 

On Roads—Messrs. Trowbridge, Birchard, Masters, Agry and 
Manahan. 

Mr. Platt gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce bills of the following titles, to wit: 

&A bill supplementary to an act to amend an act assessing and 
collecting county révenue;” 

“A bill to provide for the enroliment and organization of the 
militia of this territory.” 

Mr. Agry gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill of the followin: title: 

sA bill to change the boundaries of the town of Green Bay, and 
of other towns therein named.” 
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On motion of Mr. Darling, 

“The house resolved itselfinto the committee of the whole house, 
having under consideration a bill of the following title, to wit: 

No. 2, “A bill concerning the time of commencing actions, and 
for other purposes ;” 

Mr. Hunkins in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the same to the house without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that said bill be referred to the committee on the ju- 
diciary. 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The following bill was considered, to wit: 

No. 1, “A bill requiring the clerks of the boards of supervisors 
of the several counties to give bonds, and for other purposes;” 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 
Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

So much of the sixteenth rule as prohibits bills from being read 
the second and third times on the same day was suspended with 
reference to said bill; 

Which was then read the third time, passed, and the title there- 
of agreed to. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have concurred in the amendment 
of this house to joint resolution No. 1, (C.) entitled ‘Joint resolu- 
tion relative to the employment of fireman, ” 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The house resolved itself into committee of the. whole house, 
having under consideration the governor’s message; 

Mr. Capron in the chair. 

Pending the report thereon, the secretary of the council having 
been announced, the speaker resumed the chair, when the follow- 
ing message was received, to wit: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed joint resolution No. 2. 
(C.) entitled Joint resolution in relation to so much of the gov- 
emor’s message as relates to the expediency of forming a state 
government,’ and Messrs. Martin and Crocker were appointed a 
committee on the part of the council under said resolution. 
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“The council have appointed Messrs. Newland, Martin and 
Moses M. Strong to act in conjunction with the committee ap- 
pointed by this house to revise and report joint rules and orders 
for the government of the two houses during their present ses- 
sion.” 

The committee then resumed its session, and after some time 
spent therein, rose, and by their chairman reported the following 
resolutions, which were adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That so much of the governor’s message as relates - 
to the appropriations by congress to defray the expenses of the 
legislative assembly be referred to the committee on legislative 
expenditures, with instructions to inquire into the cause of the 
decrease of appropriations in amount from former years; 

That so much of the governor’s message as relates to the in- 
debtedness of the territory be referred to the committee on terri- 
torial expenditures; 

That the fifth paragraph be referred to the committee on the 
judiciary ; 

That so much of the message of his excellency as relates to the 
revision of the statutes, and particularly those relating to taxation, 
be referred to the committee on the judiciary, 

That so much as relates to state government and the northeast- 
ern and southern boundary, be referred to the committee on ter- 
ritorial affairs. 

That so much of the message as relates to the right of voting 
upon the question of state government of the inhabitants of the 
district of country which is placed by Congress under the juris- 
diction of Michigan, and which lies west of a line drawn from the 
northern extremity of Lake Michigan, be referred to the commit- 
tee onthe judiciary. 

Mr. Platt offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed to procure 
from ‘the governor the documents accompanying the message 
of his excellency, and that one hundred copies of the same be 
printed. 

Mr. Platt moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
words “one hundred,” and inserting “five hundred ;” 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Darling moved te amend the resolution by striking out all 
after the word “excellency;” 
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Which was agreed to. 

And then the resolution, as amended, was adopted» 
On motion of Mr. Darling. 

The house adjourned. 


FRIDAY, December 8, 1843. 


Mr, Elmore offered the following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on legislative expenses be direct- 
ed to inquire and report, as early as practicable, how long the pre- 
sent session of the assembly can continue, consistent with keep- 
ing the expenses within the appropriation by congress of the sum 
of seventeen thousand two hundred and seventy-five dollars, for 
the half fiscal year ending 80th of June, 1844. 

The speaker laid before the house the following communica- 
tion, together with the enclosure therein mentioned, which was 
Tead and laid on the table, to wit: 

“John Catlin, Esq., chief clerk of the house: I have the hon- 
or to transmit a copy of the documents accompanying the message 
on the 4th inst. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J, D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, 
Madison, December 7, 1843. 


Mr. Palmer gave notice that on some future day he should.ask _ 
leave to introduce a bill entitled, 

“A bill to authorize the county commissioners to purchase lands 
and for other purposes.’ 

On motion of Mr, Platt, 

The resolution offered by Mr. Platt on the 5th instant, relative 
to printing, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Platt moved to amend said resolution by striking out all 
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after the word “ resolved,” and inserting in lieu thereof the follow- 
ing words, to wit: 

That the printing of the house of representatives be let to the 
lowest Bidder, with good security, and that the chief cerk of the 
house be directed to receive sealed proposals for performing said 
work, until Saturday, the 16th day of December, instant, at 12 
o'clock, meridian. l 

Mr. Darling moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
all after the word “ that,” and inserting in lieu thereof the follow- 
ing, to wit: 

A committee of three be appointed to inquire what course the 
house shall adopt in relation to the printing of the house for the 
present session; and also, that of printing the laws, and that they 
be authorized to report by bill or otherwise. 

And the question being puton adopting the amendment to the 
amendment, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who votedin the affirmative, are 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Grant, Hunkins, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, 
Trowbridge, and Walker, (speaker)—15. 

Those who voted.in the negative, are 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, 
Price, and Thompson—S8. 

The question was then put on adopting the amendment, and 

It passed in the affirmative. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

The message from the council was taken up asking the concur- 
rence of this house in the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, by the council and house ef representatives, that so 
much of the governor’s message as relates to the expediency of 
forming a state government, be referred to a joint committee, con- 
sisting of two from the council and three from the house. 

And the question being put on agreeing to the resolution, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

Thereupon, were appointed Messrs. Ellis, Price, and Grant, the 
committee on the part of the house, under said resolution. 

The speaker appointed Messrs. Darling, Platt and Parsons, the 
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committee under the resolution offered by Mr. Platt relating to 
printing. 
On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The house resolved itself into committee of the whole hause, 
having under consideration a 

«Memorial to congress asking an appropriation for the opening 
of a road from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnebago lake, to the 
Fox river; and also asking an appropriation for completing that 
part of the United States military road between Green Bay and 
Fond du Lac,” 

Mr. Hopkins in the chair. 

Pending the report of the committee thereon, the secretary of 
the council being announced, the speaker resumed the chair, when 
the following message was received, to wit: 

“ Mr. Speaker: the council have passed bill 

- No. 2, (C.) “A bill extending the time for the redemption of 
certain lands in this territory on the canal grant,” 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

The committee then resumed its session, and after some time 
spent therein, rose, and by their chairman reported the said me- 
morial with an amendment, which was concurred in, and the me- 
morial ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Ellis, from the select committee appointed to revise and 
report rules for the government of the house during the present 
session, and from the joint committee appointed to report joint 
rules and orders for the government of the two houses, reported 
the following, to wit: 

REGULATIONS FOR THE DAILY TRANSACTION OF 
BUSINESS. 

After the reading of the journal, the order of business shall be 

as follows, to wit: 

ist.—Letters, petitions, memorials, remonstrances, and accom- 
panying documents, may be presented and referred. ` 

2d.—Original resolutions may be offered. 

3d.—Reports of committees; standing committees having pre- 
cedence of select committees. 

4th.—No more than one hour in each day shall be devoted to 
the foregoing objects, after which, the speaker shall dispose of 
the bills, messages, and communications on his table, and then pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day. 
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5th.—Bills and resolutions ready for a second reading. 

6th.—Bills on their passage. 

7th.—Bills or other matter before the house, and unfinished the 
preceding day. 

8th.—These matters being despatched, for expediting business, 
the general file of bills and other papers are then taken up, agree- 
ably to their first introduction to the house. 

STANDING RULES, 

I. The house of representatives shall choose by ballot one of 
their own members to occupy the chair. He shall be styled speak- 
er of the house of representatives. He shall hold his office dur- 
ing one session of the legislative assembly. He shall take the 
chair at the hour to which the house adjourned, and call the mem- 
bers to order; and if a quorum be present, he shall direct the min- 
utes of the preceding day to be read, and mistakes, if any, correct- 
ed. Heshall preserve order and decorum, and shall decide ques- 
tions of orcer, subject to an appeal to the house. In committee 
of the whole he shall call some member to the chair, and may de- 
bate any question before the committee; but such a substitution 
shall not extend beyond an adjournment. He shall, unless other- 
wise directed by the house, appoint all committees. He shall 
vote on a call of the ayes and noes. In the absence of the speak- 
er, the house shall appoint a speaker pro tem. 

Ii. Any member may make a call of the house, and require 
absent members to be sert for; but a call of the house cannot be 
made after the voting has commenced; and the call of the house 
being ordered, and the absentees noted, the‘doors shall be closed, 
and no member permitted to leave the room until the report of 
the sergeant-at-arms be received and acted upon, or further pro- 
ceedings in the call dispensed with. 

TH. All questions shall be put in this form: “ You who are of 
the opinion (as the case may be) say Aye. ‘Those of the contrary 
opinion say No;” and in doubtful cases any member may call for 
a division. 

IV. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated 
by the member, or read by the clerk, previous to debate. If any 
member require it, all motions (except to adjourn, postpone, or 
commit,) shall be reduced to writing. Any motion may be with- 
drawn, by consent of the house, before decision or amendment. 

V. Every member present, when a question is put, shall vote, 
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unless the house shall, for a special cause, excuse him; but it 
shall not be in order fora member to ask to be excused after the 
house has commenced voting. 

VI. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and be de- 
cided without debate. 

Vil. Whenever any member is about to speak in debate, or 
deliver any matter to the house, he shall rise from his seat, and 
respectfully address himself to “Mr, Speaker,” and shall confine 
himself to the question under debate, and avoid personality: 

Vill. When two or more members happen to rise at once, the 
speaker shall name the member who is first to speak. 

IX. Whilst the speaker is putting any question, or addressing 
the house, none shall walk out or across the house, nor in such 
case, or when a member is speaking, shall pass between him and 
the chair, 

X. No member shall speak except in his place, nor more than 
twice on any question without leave of the house. 

XI. Whena question is under debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived, unless to postpone, to lay on the table, to amend, to take 
the previous question, or commit or adjourn. f 

XII, The previous question shall be putin these words: “Shalk 
the main question be now put?” and it shall be admitted on the 
demand of any member, and until decided shall preclude all 
amendments under debate, of the main question. 

XI. Any member may call fora division of the question, when 
the same will admit thereof. 

XIV. No committee shall absent themselves by reason of their 
appointment, during the sitting of the house, without special 
leave, except committees of conference. 

XV. Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or by 
order of the house on the report of a committee. In cases of a 
general nature, one day’s notice at least shail be given, of the mo- 
tion to bring in a bill. ea 

XVI. Every bill shall receive three several readings previous 
to its passage: but no bill shall have its second and third readings 
on the same day, without special order of the house. 

XVII. The first reading of the bills shall be for inforniation, 
and if objections be made to it, the question shall be, ‘‘ Shall the 
bill be rejected?” If no objection be made, or the question to 
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reject be lest, the bill shall go to its second reading without fur- 
ther question. 

XVIIL All bills, resolutions, memorials, &c., requiring the 
approval of the governor, shall, on the second reading, be consid- 
ered by the house in committee of the whole, before it shall be 
taken up and considered by the house. The question upon every 
bill or resolution that requires three readings, previous to being 
passed, shall be, “ Whether it shall be engrossed and read a third 
time?” And the question upon every bill or resolution of the 
council that requires three readings, shall be, previous to being 
passed, “© Whether it shall be ordered to a third reading?” No 
bill or resolution that requires three readings shall be committed 
or amended until it shall have been twice read. 

XIX. Amendments, made in committee of the whole, shall 
not be read by the speaker on his resuming the chair, unless re- 
quested by one or more of the members. 

XX. When a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third 
reading, on a particular day, it shall not preclude a question to en- 
gross it for a third reading ona different day; nor shall any sub- 
ject be a second time reconsidered without the consent of the. 
house. On the third reading of a bill or resolution, no amend- 
ment (except to fill blanks) shall be received, except by unani- 
mous consent of the members present. 

XXI When a billis engrossed, the speaker shall, at the time 
previously appointed by the house, announce it as ready for the 
third reading, without question. 

XXIL A bill or resolution may be committed at any time pre- 
vious to its passage; if any amendment be reported upon such 
commitment, by any other than a committee of the whole, the bill 
shall again be read a second time and considered as in committee 
of the whole, and the question for its engrossment and third read- 
ing again put. 

XXII. In filling blanks, the largest sum and longest time 
shall be first put. 

XXIV. When the house is equally divided, in such case the 
question shall be lost. 

XXV, When a motion or question has been once made and 
carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any 
member of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof, 
on the same or succeeding day. 
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XXVL All acts, addresses, and resolutions shall be signed by 

the speaker, and all writs, warrants, and subpcenas, issued by order 
of the house, shall be under his hand and seal, attested by the 
clerk. ; , 
XXVII. Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to 
the house, shall be presented by any member in his place; a brief 
statement of the contents thereof shall be made verbally by the 
member introducing the same, and shall not be debated or decid- 
ed on the day of their being first read, unless where the house 
shall direct otherwise; but shall lie on the table, (to be taken up 
in the order they were read,} or referred, on motion, to a com- 
mittee. ° 

XXVIII. It shall be in order for the committee on enrolled 
bills to report at any time. 

XXIX. After examination and report, each bill shall be certi- 
fied by the clerk, and by him transmitted to the council; the day 
of transmission shall be entered on the journal. 

XXX. When a message shall be sent from the governor to 
the house, it shall be communicated to the chair, by the person by 
whom it may be sent. 

XXXI. No member or officer of the house shall be permitted 
to read the newspapers within the bar-of the house, while the 
house is in session. ° 

XXXII. The speaker of the house is authorized and required 
to administer all oaths prescribed by law to the officers of the house. 

XXXII, Every resolution read (by the clerk) by direction of 
a member shall be considered to be before the house. And the 
question to adopt or reject may be immediately put on such reso- 
lution, unless upon motion of a member the same may be laid on 
the table. 

XXXIV. Itshall be competent for any member, whena ques- 
tion is taken, to call for the ayes and noes, which shall be record- 
ed by the clerk if required. ` 

XXXV. No standing rule or order of the house shall be re- 
scinded or changed without one day’s notice being given of the 
motion therefor. Nor shall any rule be suspended except by a 
vote ofat least two-thirds of the members present, Nor shall the 
order of business, as established by the rules of the house, be post- 
poned or changed, except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the 
members present. 
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XXXVI. All,bills brought into the house by any member or ` 


committee, shall be endorsed by the member or committee'bring- 
ing in the same. 

XXXVII. Whena member be called to ider he shall sit 
down until the speaker shall have determined whether he isin 
order or not, and every question of order shall be decided by the 
speaker, subject to an appeal to the house by any two members; 
and ifa member be called to order for words spoken, the excep- 
tionable words shall be immediately taken down in writing, that 
the speaker and house may be better enabled to judge. 

XXXVI. The standing committees of the house,shall con- 
sist of five members each, and be as follows: 

On the Judiciary; 

On Internal Improvement; 

On Schools; 

On Territorial Affairs; 

On the Militia; 

On the Finances of the Territory; 

On Corporations; 

On Elections; 

On Agriculture and Manufactures; 

On Mining and Smelting; 

On Territorial Expenditures; 

On Legislative Expenditures; 

On Engrossed Bills; 

On Enrolled Bills; 

On Roads. 

XXXIX. All appropriations of money for any purpose shal 
be made by bill, the last two readings of which shall be at Jength 
and a suspension of this rule shall not be made without the unan 
imous consent of the house. 

XL. The stated time of the meeting of the house, each day, 
shall be 10 o’clock, A. M. 


JOINT RULES AND ORDERS OF THE TWO HOUSES. 


Ist. Inall cases of disagreement between the two houses, il 
either house shall request a conference and appoint a committec 
for that purpose, the other house shall appoint a similar commit 
tee, and such committee shall, at a convenient hour to be agree: 


upon by their chairman, meet in the conference chamber, am. 
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state to each other verbally, or in writing, as either shall choose, 
the reasons of their respective houses for or against the disagree- 
ment, and confer freely thereon. 

2d. Whena message shall be sent from the council to the 
house of representatives, it shal] be announced at the door of the 
house by the door-keeper and shall be respectfully communicated 
to the chair by the person by whom'it may be ‘sent. 

8d. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message 
shall be sent from the house of representatives to the council, 

4th, Messages shall be sent by such persons as a sense of pro- 
priety in each house may determine to be proper. 

5th. Afterabillshall have passed both houses, it shall be duly 
enrolled by one of the transcribing clerks, under the direction of 
the secretary of the council, or chief clerk of the house of repre- 
sentatives, as the bill may have originated in one or the other 
house, before it shall be presented to the governor for his ap- 
proval. 

6th. When a bill is duly enrolled, it shall be examined by a 
joint committee of two from each house, appointed for that pur- 
‘pose, who shall carefully compare the enrolled with the engrossed 
bill, as passed in the two houses, and correcting any errors that 
may be discovered in the enrolled bill, and make their report 
forthwith to the respective houses. 

Yth. After examination and report, each bill shall be signed 
in the respective houses, first by the speaker of the house of rep- 
resentatives, then by the president of the council. 

8th, After a bill shall have been thus signed in each house, it 
shall be presented by the said committee to the governor for his 
approval, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certifying 
in which house the same originated, which “endorsement shall be 
signed by the chief clerk of the housc or the secretary of the coun- 
cil, as the bill may have originated in the one or the other house, 
and the said committee shall report the day of presentation to the ` 
governor, which shall be entered on the journal of each house, 
9th. All orders, resolutions, and votes which are to be pre- 
sented to the governor for his approval, shall also in the same 
manner be previously enrolled, examined and signed, and thenbe 
presented in the same manner, and by the same committee, as is 
provided in the case of bills. 
10th. When a bill or resolution which shall have passed in 
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one house, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given 
to the house in which the same may have passed. 

11th. When a bill orresolution which has been passed in one 
house is rejected in the other, it shall not be again brought in 
during the same session without a notice of five days, and leave 
of two-thirds of the house in which it shall be renewed. 

12th. Each house shall transmit to the other all papers on 
which any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

13th. After each house shall have adhered to their disagree- 
ment, a bill or resolution is lost, 

14th. Whenever any report of a joint committee, or other 
document, shall be presented to both houses of the legislative as- 
sembty, the house first acting on the same, if it shall be thought 
necessary to have it printed, shall order a sufficient number of 
copies for both branches, and shall immediately inform the other 
house of its action upon the subject. 

15th. Neither house shall adjourn during any session thereof, 
without the consent of the other, for a longer period than three 
days. 

16th. The committee of each housé on territorial expendi- 
tures, on enrolled bills, on legislative expenses, shall act jointly. 

17th. When a bill, resolution, or memorial, shall have passed 
either house, which requires the concurrence of the other, it shall 
be transmitted to said house without the necessity of entering an 
order on the journal of the house in which it passed requesting the 
concurrence of the other house. 

And pending the question on agreeing to the said report, 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the 18th standing rule of the house, 
-by adding to it the words “and printed,” 

Which was agreed to, 

The said report was then adopted. 

A message from the council by their recretary: 

“Mr. speaker: The council have passed resolution 

No. 4, (C.) “Joint resolution in relation to cancelling all audi- 
tor’s warrants, &c. which are now redeemed and in the possession 
of the treasurer,” 

And Messrs. Crocker and Rountree have been appointed a com- 
mittee on the part of the council under said resolution.” 

Mr. Ellis moved that one hundred copies of the rules and stand- 
ing committees be printed. 
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Mr. Thompson moved to amend said motion by striking out the 
words “one hundred,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
“fifty” 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Platt moved to amend said motion by striking out the 
words “one hundred,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
“sixty ;” ; 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Thompson moved to amend said motion by striking out the 
words “one hundred,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
“ eighty ;” 

Which was disagreed to. 

The question, then recurred on agreeing to the motion of Mr. 
Ellis, 

And being put to the house, 

It was determined in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Capron, 

The house adjourned. 


SATURDAY, December 9, 1843. 


Mr. Grant presented a petition from William Bullen and others, 
relative to changing the time of the annual meeting of the board 
of supervisors, which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee on corporations. . 

Mr. Hopkins presented a petition from Walter Tait and others, 
inhabitants of the town of Centre, relativa to tax difficulties grow- 
ing out of the division of towns, &c. last session; which, 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 

Was ordered to be referred to the committee on the sudiciary; 

without reading. 


Mr. Grant presented a petition from Shubal R. Lewis and oth- 
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ers, inhabitants of Racine county, praying for the formation Of d 
new town from Burlington and Salem, which, ' 

On the reading being dispensed with, was, 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Darling, from the committee on territorial affairs, made the. 
following report, which was accepted, to wit: 

The committee on territorial affairs, to whom was referred that 
part of the governor’s message which relates to state government, 
report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on ferritorial affairs be discharged 
from the further consideration of that part of the governor’s mes- 
sage which relates to the subject of state government; the same 
having been referred to a joint select committee. 

Mr, Crossman, frora the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed, 

No. 1, Memorial to congress asking an appropriation for the 
opening of a road from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnebago 
lake, to the Fox river; and also asking an appropriation for com- 
pleting that part of the United States military road between Green 
Bay and Fond du Lac,” 

Messages from the council were then taken up, when the un- 
dermentioned bill was read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 2, (C.) “A bill extending the time for the redemption of 
certain lands in this territory on the canal grant.” 

No. 4, (C.) “ Joint resolution in relation to cancelling all audi- 
- tops warrants, &c., which are now redeemed and in the hands of 
the treasurer,” 

Was read and adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that a 
joint committee of two from each house be appointed to cancel all 
auditor’s warrants, certifiates issued by the secretary of the terri- 
tory, and other evidences of indebtedness on the part of the terti- 
tory, which are now redeemed and in the possession of the trea- 
surer; and that the said committee report to the legislative assem- 
bly the warrants, certificates, and other evidences of debt so can- 
celled, designating the number and amount of the same, and in 
whose favor issued. 

Messrs, Trowbridge and Messersmith were appointed the com- 
mittee on the part of the house under the foregeing resolution. 
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On motion of Mr. Darling, j Ms 

The house considered the following entitled bill, in committee 
of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 2, (C.) “A bill extending the time for the redemption of 
certain lands in this territory on the canal grant,” 

Mr. Olis in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the house without amendment. 

The question being on adopting the report of the committee, 

Mr. Thompson moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the judiciary; 

Which was disagreed to. 

The report of the committee was then adopted, 

And the bill ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

So much of the sixteenth rule of the house as prohibits the read- 
ing of bills the second and third time on the same day was sus- 
pended in reference to said bill. 

Which was then read the third time, passed, and the title there- 
of agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The communication of the hon. Moses M. Strong, relative to 
his accounts as late fiscal agent, was taken up for considera- 
tion, and, 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Referred to the committee on territorial expenditures. 

A message from the council, by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have adopted the report of the 
joint select committee io prepare the joint rules and orders for the 
two houses for the present session, and have negatived bill 

No, 1, (of this house,) ‘A bill requiring the clerks of the board 
of supervisors of the several counties to give bonds, and for other 
purposes.’” 

Mr. Capron gave notice that he should, on some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill, entitled 

“A bill to provide for the equalization of moneys raised for the 
support of common schools in school districts composed of parts of 
different towns.” 


Mr. Ellis offered the following joint resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, to wit: f 
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No. 1, “ Resolved, if the hon. the council concur, that the joint 
committee on legislative expenditures be directed to inquire what 
action is necessary to provide for the expenses of the session of the 
assembly in December and January last, and that said committee 
report by resolution or otherwise.” 

A memorial of the following title was then announced for the 
third reading, and was read the third time, passed, and the title 
thereof agreed to, to wit: 

No. 1, “ Memorial to congress asking an appropriation for the 
opering of a road from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnebago 
lake, to the Fox river; and also asking an appropriation for com- 
pleting that part of the United States military read between Green 
Bay and Fond du Lac.” 

Mr. Hunkins, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, report- 
ed the following to be correctly enrolled, to wit: 

“ An act extending the time for the redemption of certain lands 
in this territory on the canal grant; 

Which was then signed by the speaker. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that one hundred copies of the documents referred to 
in the governor's message be printed for the use of this house. 

Mr. Hunkins, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported that they didon this day present to the governor for his ap- 

Ü proval, a bill entitled 

sAn act extending the time for the redemption of certain lands 
on the canal grant.” 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

The house adjourned. 


MONDAY, December 11, 1843. 


Mr. Hicks, a member from the county of Grant, appeared and 
took his seat. 
Mr. Masters presented a petition from Danijel Baxter, relative to 
his accounts with the territory, which was, 
On motion of Mr. Masters, 
Ordered to be referred to a select committee of three. 
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Messrs. Masters, Crossman, and Palmer were appointed said 
committee, . 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the postage on all letters and newspapers sent 
and received by members of this house during its present session, 
be paid out of the appropriation by congress for the expenses 
of the legislative assembly, for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
June, 1844. 

Mr. Palmer gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce 

“A bill to amend an act concerning the City of the Four 
Lakes.” 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 
The house adjourned. 


TUESDAY, December 12, 1843. 


Mr. Agry, from the judiciary committee, to whom had been re- 
ferred a bill, entitled 

“A bill concerning the fime of commencing actions, and for 
other purposes,” 

By leave reported said bill back to the house with amend- 
ments; 

Which was then read the second time. 

Mr. Agry, from the same committee, to whom had been re- 
ferrec so much of the governor’s message as relates to the right of 
voting upon the question of state government of the inhabitants 
of the district of country which is placed by congress under the 
jurisdiction of Michigan, and which lies west of a line drawn from 
the northern extremity of Lake Michigan, reported that, in the 
opinion of the committee, it is not expedient to act at present on 


that subject, and asked to be discharged from the further conside- 
ration thereof. 
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Which was agreed to. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from Joshua 
Boyles, relating to a contract for furnishing wood for the use of 
’ the assembly, 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Capron, 

Was referred to the committee on legislative expenditures. 


Mr, Elmore presented accounts from W. W. Wyman, and 
Messrs. Sheldon & Hyer, for printing; 

Which were referred to the committee on legislative expendi- 
tures. 

Mr, Platt gave notice, that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce 

“A bill to extend the time for which leases may be granted on 
school lands.” 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary inquire into the 
expediency of amending the act regulating proceedings in chan- 
cery, and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 5, (C.) ‘Joint resolution in relation to the establishment of 
a mail route from Milwaukee, via. Mukwanago, and other places 
therein mentioned, to Mineral Point;’ 

No. 4,(C.) ‘A bill giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, the name 
of Henry Early; i 

No. 1, (C.) ‘Memorial to congress for the improvement of Fox 
and Wisconsin rivers;? 

In all of which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this 
house. 

The council have concurred in the following resolution (of this 
house): 

‘Resolution relative to the expenses of the sessions of the le- 
gislature held in December and January last; i 

And have passed No. 1, (of this house): 

‘Memorial to congress asking for an appropriation for the open- 
ing of a road from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnebago lake, to 
the Fox river; and also, asking an appropriation for completing 
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that part of the United States military road between Green Bay 
and Fond du Lac.’ 

The governor of the territory has returned to the council with- 
out his signature, bill 

No. 2, (C.) ‘An act extending the time for the redemption of 
certain lands in this territory on the canal grant;’ accompanied by 

a message dated December llth, 1848, stating his objections to 
the bill; 

And ‘the council have reconsidered said bill and passed the 
same by a unanimous vote—all the members of the council hav- 
ing voted in the affirmative; and I am directed to deliver to the 
House said act and message.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The message from the council was taken up for consideration ; 

When the undermentioned bill and memorial were severally 
read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 4, (C.) “A bill giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, ‘the name 
of Henry Early ;” 

No. 1, (C.) “Memorial to congress for the improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers.” 

No. 5, (C.) “Joint resolutions in relation to the establishment 
of a mail route from Milwaukee, via. Mukwanago, and other places 
therein mentioned, to Mineral Point;” 

Was read and passed, to wit: 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives of the 
territory of Wisconsin, that our delegate in congress be requested 

‘to procure the establishment of a mail route from Milwaukee, via. 
Mukwanago, Whitewater, outlet of Lake Kushkonong, and Me- 
Fadden’s, on Sugar river, and thence by the most direct route to 
Mineral Point. 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution, attested by the secre- 
tary of the council and clerk of the house of representatives be 
forwarded to the delegate. 

The message from his excellency referred to in the foregoing 
message from the council was read, and is as follows, viz: 

Lo the Legislative Assembly: 

The bill entitled “An act extending the time for the redemp- 
tion of certain lands in this territory on the canal grant,” I return 
to the council with the following objections: 

The provisions of this bill‘are intended to extend the time for 
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the redemption of those lands, part of the “canal grant,” which 
were mortgaged to the territory for the purchase money, and 
which were sold for delinquent taxes by the authorities of the 
counties of Milwaukee and Jefferson in the years 1841 and 1842, 

The questions are therefore raised in the consideration of this 
bill, whether those lands were lawfully assessed and lawfully sold 
for taxes; for if they were not, it ought not to become a law, as it 
would be an indirect recognition by the territory of their validity. 

It is proper to inquire whether these lands were originally dis- 
posed of by the legislature according to the act of congress grant- 
ing them to Wisconsin; and if they were; whether those which 
were sold upon a credit became subject to the system of taxation, 
until the sums for which they were pledged by mortgage to the 
territory were actually and fully paid. = 

The first question it will be unnecessary for me to consider 
now, as I am satisfied, from the examination I have given to the 
second, that the bill ought not to pass. 

The general principle cannot be doubted, that lands sold by 
this or any other government which have been granted to such 
government for a particular use cannot be made liable to taxation 
until the sum for which they were sold has been paid by the pur- 
chaser, and the title actually passed to him from the government. 

It may also be asserted, that lands sold upon a credit by the go- 
vernment are not subject to the payment of taxes until they are 
paid for, and the title has passed by patent to the purchaser. 

The public lands sold by the United States under the “credit 
system,” were not regarded as taxable property by the attorney 
genera), Willian Wirt, and by Mr. Meigs, the commissioner of the 
general land office, as appears by their opinions, copies of which 
I herewith respectfully present as a part of this communication. 

These lands were not granted to the territory for the general 
purposes of its government, but for a particular object. All of the 
laws, therefore, which have been passed by the legislature in re- 
lation to their disposal, and all deeds, patents, contracts, or other 
instruments in writing, which have been executed for their sale 
or conveyance must be taken in subordination to the terms of the 
grant and to the object designated. No territorial law can be in- 
terposed to defeat the provisions of the act of congress, 

If they can be soid for taxes before they are paid for, it is very 
certain that they cannot thereafter be applied to the use for which 
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they were granted; and it is equally clear, that by such tax sale 
they are applied, not to the construction of a canal, but to the 
support of the government of the territory, and of the counties of 
Milwaukee and Jefferson. 

The act of congress declares that “the said lands so granted to 
aid în the construction of said canal, shall be subject to the dispo- 
sal of the legislature of the said territory, for the purposes afore- 
said and no other.” 

The second section of that act provides that the “ governor of 
the territory,” “or such other person or persous as shall be appoint- 
ed for the purpose under the authority of the legislature of the 
said territory,” “shall have power to sell or convey any part of 
said land at a price not less than two dollars and fifty cents the 
acre,” &c, 

The sixth section declares, ‘that the said state of Wisconsin 
shall be held responsible to the United States, and for the payment 
into the treasury thereof, of the amount of all moneys received 
upon the sale of the whole or any part of said land, at the price at 
which the same shall be sold, noé¢ less than two dollars and fifty 
cents per acre, if the main canal shall not be commenced within 
three years, and completed within ten years, pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the act creating said canal corporation.” 


In these provisions, we see all the authority which has been 
given to the legislature to dispose of these lands: and we also see 
the great pecuniary responsibility which is thrown upon the people 
of Wisconsin, if they are sold, and the canal is not completed 
within ten years from the date of the grant; that is by the 18th 
day of June, 1848. 

It is stated in the report of Messrs. Weeks, Crocker and Tweedy, 
that “the whole number of acres granted by congress to aid in 
the construction of the Milwaukee and Rock river canal, amounts 
to 139,190 acres. Of these, 43,447 have been sold, leaving 95,-- 
743 acres subject to the future action of the legislature. They 
state that these sales were made to actual settlers, who proved to 
their satisfaction that they “ occupied and improved’? them. If 


_this was true, the sale of the land for taxes must be void; for the 


“personal property of the occupant of any tract of land must, accor- 
ding to the tax law, be first taken to pay any tax assessed upon 
the land occupied by him. If is not to be imagined that those 


56 


settlers have had no personal property during the years 1840; 
1841, 1842, and 1843. 

The report of these gentlemen also states that the lands'were’ 
bid off at the minimum price of two dollars and fifty cents per 
acre. 

The total value (of the acres sold) at $2 50 per acre, $108,617 75 
Ten per cent. required to be paid down at time of 

sale, 10,861 77 

Total amount of receipts, 12,377 27 

These sums show the great interest which the public has in the 
question involved in this bill, and will, I trust, justify me in asking 
of you a reconsideration of its provisions, 

If the quantity of land stated by the board was actually sold to 
the bidders (and unless it was it could not be taxed) and upon the 
issuance of the patents by Governor Dodge, it became their pro- 
perty, why has the legislature and those purchasers urged upon 
congress its rightto take back the grant? Ifthe title has passed 
from the United States to the territory, and from the territory to 
the purchasers, it is impossible for congress to resume it. It is 
gone; and the state of Wisconsin must pay for it into the treasury- 
of the Unitec States, the sum of one hundred and eight thousand 
six hundred and seventeen dollars. 

Now, if the mortgages which were executed to the territory 
were not an indefeasible lien upon the land, or if by the operation 
of the tax laws they became mere personal sureties, this enor- 
mous sum must be paid by Wisconsin, when the sum of twelve 
thousand three hundred and seventy-seven dollars is the whole 
amount which has been received by the territory, and when she 
owns neither an acre of the land nora foot of the canal. 

I must object to any bill which can possibly be construed to 
sanction a conclusion so important and so unjust. I will now re- 
fer to the law of the legislature of the 26th of February, 1889, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether these mortgages were protect- 
ed by that law aguinst the operation of any other by which the right 
of the territory to hold the land until full payment was made, could 
be defeated. 

I have examined the law attentively, and do not discover any 
provision to justify the proposition that the land belonged to the 
purchaser before it was paid for by him, or that the mortgages 
were received jn full payment of the consideration. The 10th 
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and I1th sections, I think, are conclusive, that the mortgages are 
a lien upon the land until they are paid. 

The 10th section provides that the governor “ shall make out 
and deliver patents to purchasers of any lands which shall be sold 
agreeably tothe provisions of this act, upon receiving the dupli- 
cates and returns of the register and receiver, after the close of 
each sale; provided, however, that no delivery of any patent shall 
be made to any purchaser of said lands, until said purchaser shall 
have paid for the same, or made out and executed and deposited 
with the register such securities as are hereinafter provided for 
the payment of any sums which may become due for the purchase 
money of any of said lands, and the said register shal] record all 
patents executed by the governor, and immediately following the 
record of said patent, he shall record the mortgage given by said 
purchaser as a collateral security for the payment of the purchase 
monoy for said lands, which record shall be the only public notice 
required of the existence of the lien held by the territory, and said 
lien shall have preference over any other which may be granted 
on said land,” &c. 

And in the 11th section it is provided that “in default of the 
payment of either principal or interest at the time when the same 
shall be due, it shall be the duty of the register to give public no- 
tice of such defalcation, &c.—and it shall thereupon be the duty 
of the register and receiver to expose to public sale the tract of 
land on which such delinquency shall have accrued, and sell the 
same to the highest bidder.” 

The rights of the territory as a mortgagee are very clearly set- 
tled by the terms of this law, If they were not, however, and the 
territory should be regarded as having the rights only of a citizen, 
the legal ownership of the land is by the mortgage vested in the 
territory, the mortgagor having only an equitable interest. 

How the patents which were issued were drawn, is to me un- 
known, but it is quite certain that the statute does not declare 
what they shall contain, or what estate they shall pass. They can- 
not, therefore, whatever may be their terms, limit default or annul 
the provisions of this act, nor pass a title free from the lien; and 
unless the register and receiver are otherwise directed by a subse- 
quent law, when the sum due on a mortgage is not paid at the 
time specified, they must proceed to sell the land again at not Jess 
than $2 50 the acre, The* notion appears to me to be absurd 
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that while the territory is, by the terms of this law, waiting for its 
pay, the lands can be sold for taxes, or any other purpose, in vio- 
lation of the plain provision that it shall be held, and sold if ne- 
cessary, fo pay the purchase money. 

This construction is objectionable for another reason: it per- 
mits the legislature to do indirectly that which it is forbidden to 
do directly. The legislature has no power to sell this land for less 
than $2 50 per acre, or for any other object than to make a 
canal, 

But whatever difference of opinion there may be as to the effect 
of the laws of the territory, we, as the legislature, have one duty 
to perform which cannot be mistaken; and that is, tosee that the 
title to this land is not conveyed until the purchase money is paid, 
Tt cannot be imagined that the legislature was so negligent of the 
tights of the public in 1839, as to place all lands subject to the 
tax laws which had been conveyed to the territory for its own ben- 
efit, ot as the trustee for other parties. The idea of the territory 
taxing its own lands, and forfeiting them if it does not pay the 
taxes, is a novel one, peculiar, it is hoped, to the times in which 
it originated. 

A second ground of objection which I have io this bill is, that if 
these lands were lawfully taxed and sold, it changes and impairs 
the contract made with the persons who became the purchasers at 
the tax sale. They were put up at auction and sold for the taxes 
which had been assessed on them in the years 1841 and 1842. 
The sums for which they sold were paid by the purchasers, and 
certificates were given that unless they were redeemed within two 
years from the day of the sale, the holder of the certificates should 
be entitled to receive deeds for the tracts of Jand therein de- 
seribed. 

Can this government change the terms ofa sale after the sale 
is made; or can it change the promise contained in the law and 
in the certificates, long after the certificates have been issued, 
and it has received the money therefor from the holders? I un- 
derstand this to be both a “private contract” and an “ engage- 
ment” within the terms of the 2d article of compact. It is pro- 
vided in that article as follows, to wit: 

“And in the just preservation of rights and prosperity, it is un- 
derstood and declared, that no law ought ever to be made or have 
force in the said territory, that shall tk any manner whatever inter- 
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Jere with or affect private contracts or engagements, bona fide, and 
without fraud, previously formed.” 

The constitution of the United States also provides that no 
s law impairing the obligation of contracts ” shall be passed. 

I respectfully submit to the council whether this bill is notin 


violation of these provisions. 
J.D. DOTY. 


Executive Department, 


Madison, December 11, 1848. 


Documents accompanying the foregoing Message. 


OPINION OF WILLIAM WIRT, ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
DATED NOVEMBER 4, 1820. 

Dear Sir:—The act of congress of the 18th, April, 1818, ad- 
mitting Illinois as a state into the Union, contains the usual pro- 
visions, and among others, “ that every and each tract of land sold 
by the United States, from and after the 1st day of January, 1819, 
shall be exempt from any tax laid by order of the state for five 
years.” On the 27th March, 1819, the legislature of Ilinois pas- 
sed an act providing for the valuation of the land and other proper- 
iy, laying a tax thereon. The officers of that state have consider- 
ed this law as applicable to lands purchased from the United States 
by individuals in October, 1818, on which one fourth of the pur- 
chase money only had been paid, on which the title had not passed 
from the United States, and which were liable to revert to the 
United States fora default in the payment of future instalments. 
Lands thus circumstanced have been sold both in Ulinois and the 
other newly admitted states, and it is said that the practice has. 
been to recognize the validity of these sales by issuing patents to 
the purchasers under them, on their paying the remaining instal- 
ments. The object of this note is to beg the favor of you to in- 
form me whether such has been the practice? 


The doubt is whether the sale must not be consummated by the 


payment of the whole of the purchase money and the passing of 
the patent, before the lands can be said to be sold. 
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If so, lands entered before the Ist January, 1819, and one quar- 
ter of the purchase money paid on them, if standing in this predic- 
ament on that day, are still within the exemption from taxation, 
because the saleis not complete. 

‘If, however, the United States have recognized the liability of 
lands thus circumstanced to be taxed, bv issuing patents to pur- 
chasers under the sale for taxes, there is an end of the question, 
Will you please to say what the practice is on the opposite page, 
and oblige, l a 

Yours, &c., 


WM. WIRT. 
J. Metes, Esqr. 


Reply to the above, from the commissioner of the land office; 
GENERAL LAND Orrics, 
November 4, 1820.4 

Dear S: [reply to your letter, that it has been my opinion 
that the lands sold by the United States in any territory, prior to 
its admission inio the union, were exempt from taxes for five years 
from the time of sale. The lands were sold on a credit of five 
years, and if not paid for in that time would revert to the United 
States. Under this opinion, I certainly would not issue a patent 
toa purchaser at a state tax sale, (even if he tendered the balance 
due to the United States,) unless he produced an assignment 
from the original purchaser. 

I do not know that asingle application has been made for a pa- 
tent by a purchaser at a tax sale; if such an application has been 
made and a patent issued, it issued to him as the assignee of the 
original purchaser, on the production of the assignment, and with- 
out any regard to the tax sale. ; 

The act you mention exempts from state taxes for five years all 
the lands that shall be sold after a specified day, but it does not 
exempt the unsold lands, yet I never heard a doubt of their being 
exempt till the title passes from the United States. 

Lam, &e., 
J. MEIGS, 

Hon. Wu. Wirt, Attorney Gencral. 


Mr. Platt moved that the said message and bjll do lie on the 
table; 


And pending the question thereon, and : 
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On motion of Mr. Darling, 
The house adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The house resumed the consideration of the message of his ex- 
cellency the governor, returning l 

“An act extending the time for the redemption of certain lands 
in this territory on the canal grant,” 

With his objections thereto; when, 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

A call of the house was made; 

And the sergeant-at-arms sent to notify Messrs. Capron, Price 
and Thompson, that their attendance was required in the house. 

The absent members having appeared in their seats, 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Further proceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

The question was then put, “Will the house on re-considera- 
tion approve the bill?” 

And passéd in the affirmative by ayes and noes, as follows: 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, 
Ellis, Elmore, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Manahan, Mas- 
ters, Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Price, Thompson, Tripp, 
Trowbridge and Walker, (sp’kr)—23. 

The who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Messersmith and Platt—2., 

- Mr. Elmore, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary inguire into 
the expediency of imposing penalties for cutting timber, and for 
other injuries done an lands purchased of the United States. 

Mr. Platt gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the security of the rights 
of the territory to the canal lands, and to prevent imposition being 
practiced on the territory in regard to said lands, under a pretence 
of a sale for taxes. 

On motion of Mr, Darling, 

The house adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, December 13, 1843. 


A message from the governor by his private secretary, Mr, Ch. : 
Doty, to wit: i 

“Mr. Speaker: Iam directed to deliver to the house of repre- 
sentatives a message from the governor in writing.” 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 
Ordered, that the reading of such much of the journal by the 
clerk, as contains the governor’s message, be dispensed with; 
And the remainder of the journal was then read. 
Mr. Masters, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, report- 
ed as correctly enrolled, a memorial of the following title, which 
` was signed by the speaker, to wit: 
No. 1, “Memorial to congress, asking an appropriation for the 
opening of a road from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnebago 
lake, to the Fox river; and also asking an appropriation for com- 
pleting that part of the United States military road between Green 
Bay and Fond du Lac.” 
Mr. Elmore, from the joint committee on legislative expendi- 
tures, by leave, made the following report, and asked its adoption, 
viz: `x 
Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that the 
printing of the daily journals, or slips, of the respective houses, be 
dispensed with; : 
Pending the question on the adoption of the resolution, and, 
On motion of Mr. Platt, 

A call of the house was made, and 

Messrs. Birchard and Manahan reported to be absent. 
On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Further proceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. Ellis moved that the said resolution do lie on the table. 

Which was agreed to. 

The speaker laid before the house the message of the governor, 
this day received, relative to a convention held at Cincinnati in 
July last, in relation to the territory of Oregon, 
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Which was read. 

Mr. Capron moved that the message, together with the enclosed 
communication, be referred to the judiciary committee, , 

Pending the question on agreeing to ne) motion to refer, and, 

On motion of Mr, Elmore, 

Ordered, that the message and communication do lie on the 
table. 

The speaker laid before the house the report of the superintend- 
ent of territorial property, with accompanying documents, 

Which were read. [Sen Arren] 

When Mr. Elmore moved that the said report do lie on the ta- 
ble, and that two hundred copies thereof be printed. 

Mr. Hunkins moved to amend the motion by striking out the 
words “two hundred,” and inserting in lieu thereof “ five hun- 
dree.” 

Mr. Hicks moved that the report do lie on the bles ; 

Which latter motion, having precedence, was first put, 

And was disagreed to, 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the amendment of 
Mr. Hunkins, 

And it being put was determined in the affirmative. . 

And then the motion,as amended, was agreed to. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 6, (C.) ‘ Joint resolution relative to the expenses of the 
sessions of the legislative assembly of December 1842, and Janu- 
ary 1843; also, bill 

No. 5, (C.) ‘A bill to provide for the election of a printer to the 
legislative assembly ;’ 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

‘The house considered the undermentioned bills and memorial, 
in committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No, 2,(H.R.) “A bill concerning the time of commencing 
actions, and for other purposes,” 

No.4, (C.) “A bill giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, the name 
of Henry Early;” 

No. 1, (C.) “Memorial to congress for the improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers ;” 

Mr. Crossman in the chair. 
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After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported bill No. 4, (C.) and memorial No. 1, (C,) with- 
out amendment; and that they had made progress in bill No. 2, 
(H. R.) and desired leave to sit again thereon. 

Memorial No. 1, (C.) and bill No. 4, (C.) were then ordered to 
the third reading. 

On motion of Mr, Ellis, 

So much of the sixteenth rule of the house as prohibits bills, 
memorials, and resolutions from being read the second and third 
time on the same day, was suspended in reference to said memo- 
tial No. 1, (C.) 

Which was then read the third time, passed, and the title there- 
of agreed to. 

Leave was then granted to sit again for the consideration of bill 

No. 2, (H. R.) 

Mr. Platt, in accordance with previous agen: and by leave, in- 
troduced i 

No. 8, “A bill to provide for assessing and collecting county 
revenue for the county of Grant,” 

Which was read the first and second time, 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 

The house adjourned. 


THURSDAY, December 14, 1843. 


Mr. Meeker presented a communication from George Beatty, 
relative to interest on territorial bonds, and asked its reference to 
the committee on territorial expenditures; 

Which was so referred. 

Mr. Ellis, from the committee or corporations, to whom a peti- 
tion had been referred, by leave reported 
No. 4, (H. R.) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meetings of the several boards of county supervisors ;” - : 

Which was read the first and second time. 

A message from the governor by Mr. Charles Doty, his private 
secretary, to wit: 
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x Mr. Speaker: Iam directed to deliver to the house of repre- 
sentatives a message from the governor in writing.” 


Bills on their passage were announced, when the undermen- 
tioned bill was read the third tirne, passed, and the title thereof 
agreed to, to wit: 

No. 4, (C.) “A bill giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, the 
name of Henry Early.” 

The message from the council, received on yesterday, was ta- 
ken up; when 

The undermentioned bill was read thé first and second time, 
to wit: 

No. 5, (C.} “A bill to provide for the election ofa printer to 
the legislative assembly.” 

And the undermentioned read and passed; to wit: 

No 6, (C.) “ Resolution relative to the expenses of the sessions 
of the legislative assembly of December, 1842, and January, 1843:” 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that a 
memorial to congress be passed, asking for an appropriation to de- 
fray the expenses of the legislative assembly at their sessions in 
December and January last, and a copy of such memorial be for- 
warded to the president of the senate and the speaker of the house 
of representatives of the United States, and to the delegate in 
congress from this territory. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the council and the clerk of the 
house of representatives be instructed to make out a certificate of 
the aggregate amount due for ihe attendance and mileage of the 
members, and the pay of officers of their respective houses at the 
said December and January sessions, designating the amount due 
for each session, separately, and that they forthwith forward such 
certificates to our delegate in congress. 


The speaker laid before the house the message of the governor, 
together with the accompanying annual report of the adjutant ge- 
neral, this day received; [Sen Aprenprx.] ` 

Which were read, anc, 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee on the militia. 

On motion of Mr, Elmore, , , 

The following entitled joint resolution was taken up for consid- 
eration, to wit: 
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No. 2, “Joint resolution to dispense with the printing of the 
daily journals of the two houses.” 

Pending the question on the adoption of the said resolution, 

A message from the council, by their secretary, was received, 
to wit: 

“ Mr. Speaker: The council have passed the following bills, 
to wit: 

No. 6, (C.) ‘A bill to ance the act to incorporate the Fox 

river improvement company; 

No. 8, (C.) ‘A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
town of Janesville, to levy a tax for the purpose of building or 
purchasing a school house; also, 

No. 2, (C.) ‘Memorial for a re-appropriation of certain monies 
to complete a light house on Grassy Island, near the mouth of Fox 
river; 

In all of which Iam directed to ask the concurrence of this 
house.” 

Mr. Ellis moved that the resolution do lie on the table. 

And pending the question thereon, 

Mr. Thompson moved to amenc the motion of Mr. Ellis, by 
striking out the words “do lie on the table,” and inserting, in 
lieu thereof, the words “be postponed until the Sth day of March 
next.” 

Which latter motion, having precedence, was put, 

And passed in the negative. 

The question was then put on the motion of Mr. Ellis, 

And passed in the negative. . 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, ; 

Messrs. Agry, Darling, Ellis, Hunkins, Masters, Meeker, Olin, 
Parsons, and Walker (speaker)—9. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Elmore, Grant, 
Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, Price, Thompson, 
Tripp and Trowbridge—15. 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the resolution by adding the follow- 
ing, to wit: 

“And be it further resolved, that the present session of the le- 
gislative assembly shal] not exceed the time of fifty days.” 

And pending the question thereon, 
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Mr. Thompson moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out the word “fifty,” before the word “days,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof the word “forty ;” 

And the question being put thereon, it passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Darling, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Darling, Hunkins, Meeker, Palmer, Price, 
Thompson and Walker, (sp’kr)—8. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

„Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Ellis, Elmore, 
Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Masters, Messersmith, Olin, es 
Platt, Tripp and Trowbridge—16. - 

The question was then put on adopting the miin offered 
by Mr. Ellis; 

And passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Bartlett, Darling, Ellis, Hunkins, Meeker, Olin, nes 
son and Walker, (sp’kr)—8. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Elmore, Grant, 
Hicks, Hopkins, Masters, Messersmith, Palmer, Parsons, - Platt, 
Price, Tripp and Trowbridge—16. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the resolution; 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Meeker, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Elmore, Grant, 
Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Masters, Olin, Palmer, Platt, Price, 
Thompson, Tripp and Trowbridge—17. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Ellis, Messersmith, Meeker, Parsons, 
and Walker, (sp’kr)—7. à 

Qn motion of Mr, Elmore, 

The message from the council was taken up; when, 

The undermentioned bills and memorial. were severally read 
the first and second time, to wit; 

No. 6, (C.) “A. bill to amend the act to incorporate the Fox 
River Improvement Company ;” 

No, 8, (C.) “A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
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town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house ;” 

No. 2, “Memorial for a re-appropriation of certain moneys to 
complete a light-house on Grassy Island, near the mouth of Fox, 
river.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bills be committed to the 
committee of the whole house now, to wit: 

No. 2, (H. R.) “A bill concerning the time of-commencing ac- 
tions, and for other purposes;” 

No. 8, (C.) “A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house.” 

The house then went into the committee of the whole on the 
said bills, 

Mr. Darling in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, rose, and by their chairman 
reported bill No. 2 (H.) with amendments, and bill No. 8 (C.) 
without amendment. 

Pending the adoption of the report of the committee, 

Mr. Darling moved to amend the same by inserting the follow- 
ing words between the words “estate” and “the”in the third line 
of the sixth section of bill No. 2, to wit: “or shall redeem the 
same from any tax sale;” 

Which was agreed to; 

And then the report was adopted, and the bill ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Bill No. 8, (C.) was then ordered te a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

So much of ,the sixteenth rule of the house as prohibits bilis 
from being read the second and third times on the same day, was 
suspended in reference to said bill, No. 8, (C.) 

Which was then read the third time, passed, and the title there- 
of agreed to, 

On motion of Mr. Olin, 

The house adjourned. 
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FRIDAY, December 15, 1843. 


Mr, Agry presented a petition from Thomas Markie and others, 
relative to a road; and asked its reference to the committee on 
roads; 

Which was so referred. 

Mr. Elmore, from the joint select committee of the two houses, 

ade a report, (Sum AprEnprx] entitled 

“Report of a joint committee of the two houses appointed to as- 
certain how long the present session of the assembly can con- 
tinue,” &c.; 

Which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the same be accepted, the committee discharged, 
and that the clerk of this house transmit said report to the coun- 
cil, T , 

Mr. Darling, from the joint select committee of the two houses 
appointed at the last session of the legislative assembly to exam- 
iné the “Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company,” and 
report thereon at the present session, made a report [SEE APPEN- 
Dx] accompanied by resolution 

No. 3, “Resolution concerning the Wisconsin Marine and Fire 
Josurance Company.” 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

“Mr. Speaker: I am directed to inform this house, that the coun- 
cil have re-considered the vote of yesterday, by which they passed 
bill 

No. 8, (C.) ‘A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house.’ 

I am also directed to present the original petition and remon- 
strance of the citizens of school district number four, in the town 
of Janesville, in relation to said bill. 

The council have passed bill 

No, 10, (C.) ‘A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
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county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of the re« 
gister of deeds of Iowa county; 

In which Iam directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that said resolution No. 3, do lie on the table. 

Mr. Agry moved that the above mentioned report be accepted, 
laid on the table, and that two hundred copies thereof be printed, 

Mr. Trowbridge moved to:amend the motion of Mr. Agry, by 
striking out the words “two hundred,” and inserting in lieu there- 
of, the words “one thousand,” 

And the question being put on agreeing to the amendment of- 
fered by Mr, Trowbridge; 

It was decided in the affirmative. - 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Price, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Ellis, El- 
more, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Masters, Messersmith, 
Meeker, Olin, Parsons, ‘Thompson, Trowbridge and Walker 
(speaker)—19. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Platt, Price, and Tripp—s. 

The motion of Mr. Agry, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. Hunkins, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, re~ 
ported as correctly enrolled 

No. 1, (C.) ‘Memorial to congress for the improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers;? ` 

Which was signed by the speaker. 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
the following to be correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. 2, “A bill concerning the time of commencing actions, and 
for other purposes.” 

Mr. Thompson, by leave, introduced the following resolu- 
tion, 

Which was read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 4, (H. R.) “ Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an 
appropriation to replenish the library.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that so much of the 18th rule of this house as requires 
bills, &c., to be printed, be suspended with reference to said reso- 
lution. 
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The speaker announced bills on their passage for the third 
reading, when the undermentioned was recommitted to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 2, (H. R.) “A bill concerning the time of commencing ac- 
tions, and for other purposes.” 

On motion of Mr, Capron, 

Ordered, that the message from the council received on to-day 
be now considered; 

When the undermentioned bill was read the first and second 
time, to wit: 

No, 10, (C.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of the re- 
gister of deeds of Iowa county.” 

No. 8, (C.) “A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house,” and the petition and remonstrance rela- 
ting thereto, transmitted by the council were considered, when it 
was, 

On motion of Mr. Capron, 

Ordered, that the vote by which said bill was passed be recon- 
sidered. 

The reading of the petition and remonstrance relating to said 
bill having been called for and read, 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that the bill, petition and remonstrance do lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Platt, by leave, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the house furnish the committee on 
territorial expenditures with the accounts and vouchers of hon. 
Moses M. Strong, late fiscal agent of this territory, now on file 
in the office of the clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 

The house adjourned. Gi 


SATURDAY, December 16, 1843. 


Mr. Meeker, by leave, introduced the following resolution, and 
asked its adoption, to wit: 

Resolved, That this house be opened on Sundays for divine 
worship for the chaplains of the two houses, or such other minis- 
ters of the gospel as they may invite to preach during the present 
session. 

Mr. Agry moved that the resolution do lie on the table; 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Platt moved to amend the resolution by inserting after the 
word * Sundays,” the words “ except in the evening;” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
words “ or such other miristers of the gospel as they may invite,” 
and inserting the word “ alternately.” 

And the question being put thereon, 

It was disagreed to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Masters, from the joint committee on enrolled bills report- 
ed the following to be correctly enrolled, to wit: 

“An act giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, the name of Henry 
Early ;” 

Which was signed by the speaker. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from the 
chief clerk in answer to a resolution adopted on yesterday relating 
to the accounts of M. M. Strong, late fiscal agent; 

Which was read and lajd on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Ordered, that the vote by which the resolution was adopted, 
giving to the chaplains, &c. the use of the representatives’ hall on 
Sundays, during the session, be reconsidered, i 

The said resolution then being before the house, a motion was 
made by Mr. Capron, to amend the resolution by inserting after 
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the word “houses,” the words “and resident ministers of the 
place.” 
Pending the question thereon, and 
On motion of Mr. Ellis, 
Ordered, that the said resolution and amendment do lie on the 
fable. ` a 
On motion of Mr. Hopkins, l 
The house proceeded to consider bill 
No. 8, (C.) “A bill to enable school district number four, in 1 the 
town of Janesville, to levy a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house;” and the petition and remonstrance rela- 
ting to said bill, and, 
On motion of Mr, Platt, 
Ordered, that said bill No, 8; (C.) with the accompanying do- 
cuments, do lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Platt, 
Ordered, that the house consider the undermentioned bill in 
committee of the whole house, to wit: 
No. 3, “A bill to provide for assessing and collecting county 
revenue for the county of Grant.” 
A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 
“ Mr, Speaker: The council have passed 
No. 8, (C.) “Joint resolution relative to appropriations for lake 
harbors on the western shore of Lake Michigan,” 
In which Iam directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 
The house then resolved itself into committee of the whole on 
said bill, 
Mr. Bartlett in the chair. 
And after some time spent therein, the committee rosd, re- 
ported the progress made therein, and asked leave to sit again. 
Leave was granted. 3 
On motion of Mr. Olin, 
The house resolved itself into the committee of the maple house 
on a bill of the following title, to wit: 
No. 10, (C.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of the re- 
gister of deeds of Iowa county,” 


Mr. Ellis in the chair. 
After a short time, the committee rose, and reported that they 
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had made some progress in the bill, and desired leave to sit again 
thereon, 
Which was granted. 


Mr. Trowbridge, agreeably to notice given, and by leave, intro- 
duced a bill, to wit: 

No. 6, (H. R.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to 
amend an act to incorporate the Fox river hydraulic company; ” 

Which was read the first and secone time. t 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole house 
on the following, to wit: 

Mr. Elmore in the chair: ; 

No. 2, (C.) “Memorial for a reappropriation of certain monies 
to complete a light-house on Grassy Island, near the mouth of 
Fox river;” 

No. 4, (H.) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meetings of the several boards of county supervisors ;” 


“No. 5, (H.) “A bill to amend an act concerning the City of the 
Four Lakes.” 


After some time spent therein, the committee reported that 
they had made some progress in bills 4and 5, and desire leave to 
sit again thereon; and reported memorial No. 2 without amend- 
ment. i 

Leave was granted to sit again for the consideration of said 
bills; and 

The said memorial was ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. Ellis gave notice that he should, on some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a memorial to congress, praying that body to 
amend the act of the 29th of August, 1842, “to provide for the 
settlement of certain accounts for the support of government in 
the territory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes.” 

The message of the council, received on to-day, was taken up, 
when 

No. 8, (C.) “Joint resolutions relative to appropriations for bar- 
bors on the western shore of Lake Michigan;” 

Were read, and 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 
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No. 5, (C.) “A bill to provide for the election of a printer to 
the legislative assembly ;” 

Was committed to the select committee to which the subject 
of printing was referred. , 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

The house took up the resolution offered by Mr. Meeker, rela- 
tive to the use of the hall for divine service; 

When Mr. Capron, by leave, withdrew the amendment offered 
by him. 

Mr. Hicks moved to amend the resolution by striking out all 
after the word “resolved,” and inserting the following words, to 
Wit: ` 

“That this hall be open for divine worship, on Sundays, from 9 
o’clock, A. M., until 5, P. M.” 

And the question being put thereon, was agreed to; 

And then the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Olin, 

The house adjourned, 
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MONDAY, December 18, 1843. 


Mr. Hunkins, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported that the said committee did on this day present to the gow 
ernor for his approval, 

“A memorial to congress for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers;” and ` 

“An act giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, the name of Henry 
Early.” 

Mr. Darling, by leave, presented a petition from the citizens of 
Fond du Lac, asking a repeal of the charter of the “Fond du Lac 
Gempany;” 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 
Ordered, that the same do lie on the table. ž 
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Mr. Agry, by leave, presented a petition of Lemuel Tyler and 
others, to alter the’ boundaries of certain towns therein nemed; 
and moved that the same do lie on the table; 

Which was agreed to. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 2, (H.) ‘Resolution to dispense with the TEN of the 
daily ouai of the two houses.’ ” 

Mr. Platt, agreeably to notice given, and by leave, introduced 

No. 7, “A bill to provide for the security of the rights of the 
territory to the canal lands, and to prevent imposition being prac» 
ticed on the territory in regard to said lands under a pretence of a 
sale for taxes ;” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

Mr. Platt moved that the bill No. 7, be referred toa select com- 
mittee to be composed of one from each election district; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ellis, agreeably to notice given, and by leave, introduced 

No. 2, “Memorial to congress asking an amendment to the act 
of congress of 29th of August, 1842, and for other purposes;” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

The speaker announced the appointment of the following 
named persons, as the select committee to which was referred bill 
No. 7, this day introduced by Mr. Platt, to wit: Messrs. Platt, 
Agry, Birchard, Hopkins, Hunkins, Manahan, Masters, and 
Meeker. 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered resolution No. 5, entitled 

“Resolution relative to the presentation of accounts for arrear- 
ages,” to wit: 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that no 
account or item of expense incurred by the legislative assembly 
at former sessions, shall be paid out of the appropriation made by 
congress to defray the expenses of the present session of the said - 
assembly, unless the said account, item, or voucher, shall be pre- 
sented to the council or house of representatives on or before the 

day of January next. 

Mr. Ellis moved that the blank in the aforementioned resolu- 
tion be filled with the word “fifteenth;” 

Which was agreed to; and then, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 
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Ordered, that the said resolution do lie on the table. 

Bills, &c., on their passage being announced: 

No. 2, (C.) “Memorial for a re-appropriation of certain monies 
to complete a light-house on Grassy Island, near the mouth of Fox 
river;” ` 

Was read the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed 
to, ® 

On motion of Mr. Olin, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned joint resolution and bill be 
referred to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 4, (H. R.) “ Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an 
appropriation to replenish the library;” 

No. 10, (C.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of the re- 
gister of deeds of Iowa county ;” 

Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole on the aforementioned bill and joint resolution, 

Mr. Hicks in the chair, ; 

And after a short time spent therein, rose, and by their chairman 
reported the same to the house without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, 

Ordered, that the said bill and joint resolution do lie on the 
table. ‘ 

Mr. Platt, agreeably to notice given, and by leave, introduced 
the following bill, which was read the first and second times, the 
rule requiring bills, &c., to be printed having been suspended with 
reference thereto; and the bill referred to the committee on the 
militia, to wit: 

No. 8, (H. R.) “A bill to provide for the enrolment of the mili- 
tia of this territory.” ; 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, 

No. 5, (H. R.) “A bill to amend an act concerning the City of 
the Four Lakes,” 

Was considered in the committee of the whole house, and re- 
ported without amendment; _ 

My. Grant in the chair; and 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

* Mr. Meeker, by leave, offered the following resoiution, to wit: 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that 


78 


when the two houses adjourn on Thursday next, the 21st instant, 
they adjourn until Wednesday the third day of January next. 

Mr. Hunkins moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
all after the word “ adjourn,” where it last occurs, and inserting 
the words “ sine die.” 

And the question being put thereon, 

And passed in the negative. 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the resolution by adding thereto the 
following words: “ provided, that no part of the time to elapse 
from the 21st of December instant, to the 8d of January next, 
shall be deemed and taken to be any part of the present session 
of the assembly, or be included in the per diem allowance to 
members.” 

And the said amendment being accepted by Mr. Meeker, 

The question was put on the adoption of the resolution, with 
the proviso, 

And determined in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Dar- 
ling. 

Those who voted in the affinnative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Masters, Mes- 
sersmith, Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Thompson, and Tripp—12. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, 
Hunkins, Parsons, Platt, Price, Trowbridge, and Walker (speak- 
er)—12, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

The house adjourned. 


» 


? TUESDAY, December 19, 1843. 


~ Mr. Hunkins, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported as correctly enrolled 
No, 2, (C.) “Memorial for a re-appropriation of certain moneys to 
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complete a light-houge on Grassy Island, near the mouth of Fox 
river;” 

Which was then signed by the speaker. 

A message from the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, his private 
secretary: 

“Mr, Speaker: Iam directed to deliver to the house of repre- 
sentatives a message from the governor, in writing.” 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 3, (C.) ‘ Memorial of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to congress, asking an appro- 
priation to defray the expenses of the legislative assembly of said 
territory for their sessions held in December and January last;’ 

No.9, (C.) ‘Joint resolution relative to the distribution of the’ 
census returns of 1840,’ 

In both of which Iam directed to ask the concurrence of this 
house. 

The council have also passed a resolution requesting the secre- 
tary of the council to request the house of representatives to trans- 
mit to the council, bill 

No. 8, (C.) ‘A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house,’ together with the accompanying docu- 
ments.” 

The speaker laid before the house the message of the governor, 
received this morning, covering a communication of the Hon. Al- 
fred Brunson, relating to his travels in the wilderness of the north- 
western portion of this territory. [SEE Arrmnprx,] 

Which were read, when 

Mr. Darling moved that the said communication submitted by 
the governor be laid on the table, and five hundred copies thereof 
printed. 

And the question being ‘put thereon, 

It was determined in the affirmative, | 

And the ayes atid and noes having been called for by Mr. 
Thompson, . 

Those who voted,in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Birchard, Capron, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, Hicks, Hop- 


kins, Masters, Meeker, Palmer, Parsons, Tripp, Trowbridge, and 
Walker (speaker)—14. 


` 
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Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Crossman, Grant, Hunkins, Messersmith, Olin, 
Platt, Price, and Thompson—9. 

Qn motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The message from the council was taken up; when, 

The following memorial was read the first and second times, 
to wit: t 

No. 3, (C.) “ Memorial of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to congress, asking an appropri- 
ation to defray the expenses of the legislative assembly of said 
territory for the sessions held in December and January last.” 

No. 9, (C.) “ Joint resolution relative to the distribution of the 
census returns of 1840,” 

Was read and passed, and is as follows: 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives of the 
territory of Wisconsin, that the superintendent of territorial pro- 
perty be directed to deliver to the register of deeds of each of the 
organized counties of the territory, except the county of Dane, 
one set of the returns of the sixth census, as prepared and pub- 
lished under the direction of the department of state of the Uni- 
ted States, and now remaining in the library to be presented for 
the use of such counties: provided, that the delivery thereof 
shall not be attended with any expense to the territory. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the clerk of this house transmit to the council 
the bill and documents called for in the said message of the coun- 
cil. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house on memorial 

Wo. 2, (H.) “Memorial to congress asking an amendment to the 
act of congress of 29th of August, 1842, and for other purposes;” 

Mr. Messersmith in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose and report- 
ed the said memorial with an amendment; 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Platt moved the following amendment to be added to the 
said memorial, to wit: 

“And your memorialists also further represent, that in their 
opinion the per diem allowance of the members of the legislature 
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should be reduced to two instead of three dollars as it now is; 
which reduction your memorialists respectfully ask may affect the 
compensation of the members of the present legislature.” 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative, 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted inthe affirmative, were 

Messrs. Darling, Elmore, Grant, Masters, Platt, Price and 
Thompson—7, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Ellis, Hicks, Hop- 
kins, Hunkins, Messersmith, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Tripp, ‘T'row- 
bridge and Walker, (sp’kr)—15. : 

A motion was then made by Mr. Hicks, that the said memorial 
do lie on the table; 

And the question béing put thereon, 

Tt passed in the negative, 

Mr. Thompson moved to amend the said memorial, by striking 
cut the word “four,” before “dollars,” inthe eighth line of the 
second paragraph, and inserting in lieu thereof the word “five ;” 

And the question being put thereon, 

Tt passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, 
Hicks, Hunkins, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, Olin, ‘Thompson, 
Trowbridge and Walker, (sp’kr)—15. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Grant, Hopkins, Parsons, Platt, Price and Tripp—6- 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

The house adjourned. 


li 


WEDNESDAY, December 20, 1843. 


The undermentioned petitions were severally presented and 
referred as follows, to wit: 

By Mr. Hunkins: 

The petition of James C. Hackett and ninety-seven others, sin- 
gle men from the county of Milwaukee, praying the ve of the 
Jaw granting licenses to marry; : 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary, on motion of Mr, 
Platt. 

. By Mr. Hunkins: 

The petition of citizens of Milwaukee for the construction of a 
free bridge across the Milwaukee river at Walker’s Point; 

Referred to the committee on internal improvement. 

By Mr. Crossman: 

The petition cf the inhabifants of the county of Sauk, praying 
to be organized for county and judicial purposes; 

Referred to the following select committee, to wit: Messrs. 
Crossman, Agry and Tripp. 

By Mr. Ellis: 

Two petitions of inhabitants of Brown county, praying that the 
office of register of deeds of said county may be held at Green 
Bay; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Platt presented the account of M. M. Jackson, for services 
as atiorney general; 

Which was retowed to the committee on territorial affairs. 

Mr. Hunkins, from the committce on enrolled bills, reported 
that said committee did on this day present to the governot for 
his approval the following memorial, to wit, 

“ Memorial for a re-appropriation of certain moneys to com- 
plete a light-house on Grassy Island, near the mouth of Fox 
River.” 

Mr. Price, by leave, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on territorial affairs be instruc- 
ted to inquire into the expediency of laying a tax for the purpose 
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of building a Penitentiary, and of taking measures for that pur- 
pose; and that they report by bill or otherwise.” 


On motion of Mr. Agry, 
Ordered, that the petition of: citizens of Fond du Lac, praying 


the repeal of the * Fond du Lac Company,” be taken up and r re- 
ferred to the committee on corporations. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed No. 8, (C.) “A bill to 
enable school district number four, in the town of Janesville, to 
lay a tax for the purpose of building or purchasing a school 
house.” 

Mr. Agry offered the following resolutions, which were adop- 
ted, to wit: 

& Resolved, That the committee on corporations be directed to 
inquire into and report the amount of stock actually paid in and 
constituting the original stock of the association known as the 
Fond du Lac Company; in what lands the said capital stock was 
originally invested, and the price per acre at which they were pur- 
chased; what portion of such lands have been sold and conveyed 
by the said company, and at what prices; the amount expended 
by said company in improvements, and the nature of such im- 
provements, ifany; the amount of dividends declared and paid to 
the stockholders; the names of the present stockliolders, the num- 
ber of shares held by each, and the amount of stock due on the 
stock of each. 

Resolved, ‘That the said committee be further directed to in- 
quire into and report the nature of the title to such Jands, acquir- 
ed by the said company, and how conveyed to them, and the pro- 
bable time required to bring the business of the said company to 
a close without prejudice to the interests of the stockholders, 

Resolved further, That in obtaining the information sought by 
the foregoing resolutions, the committee be authorized to require 
a full statement, as above, to be made under the oath of the pre- 
sident or other fiscal officer of the company.” 

© On motion of Me. Darling, . 
~ Resolution No. 3, cntitled “ Reselation concerning the Wis- 
consin Marine and Fire Insurance Company,” was taken up, 

When Mr. Darling offered the following as an amendment to 
said resolution: 

“ Resolved, That a joint select committee of three from each 
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house be appointed, with instructions to report a bill with the fol. 
lowing provisions, to wit: 
st. To prohibit the said company from issuing any printed cer- 
tificate or evidences of deht, on penalty of having tts charter de- 
clared forfeited. 
2d, To prohibit the loan of such issues on penalty of the note, 
bond, mortgage, or other security given therefor being null and 
void, and the debt uncallectable, 
3d. ‘Po prohibit their being circulated as money, on penalty of 
five dollars on every certificate thus passed, to be recovered of 
any person paying or receiving the same; and providing that their 
receipt shall not be regarded as payment and discharge of any 
debt; or to make such other provisions as in the opinion of the 
committee will more effectually accomplish the objects contem- 
plated by this resolution.” 
And then, on motion of Mr. Darling, j 
Ordered, hit said resolution and amendment do lie on the ta- 
ble and be printed. 
On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 
The message from the council was considered, when bill No, 
8 (C.) was read the first and second times, to wit: 
“A bill to cnable school district number four, in the towa o 


Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or purchasing 
a school house.” 


On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 
The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole house 
on said bill, ` 
Mr. Parsons in the chair. 
_ After a short time spent therein, the committee rose and repor- 
ted the bill without amendment, 
Mr. Elmore moved to amend the bill by striking out of the first 
section the word “ sixty-five.” 
Pending the question thereon, and 
On motion of Mr. Hicks, 
Ordered, that said bill and amendment do lie on the fable. 
Mr. Masters, from the select committee to which was referred 
the accounts of Daniel Baxter, by leave, made a report [Ses 
APPENDIX] accompanied by the following resolution, entitled 


No. 5, (H.) “ Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel Bax- 
ter,” to wit: 


- 
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“ Resolved, That Mr, Baxter be allowed and paid the sam of 
one thousand and eight dollars and fifty-five cents, being the 
amount agreed upon by the committee, including interest up to 
this day, and ihat Mr. Baxter be allowed interest on the sume un- 
til paid;” 

Whieh was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, ` 
Ordered, that the said report and resolution do lie an the table. 
The house proceeded to the unfinished business of yesterday, 

when 

The question was put on ordering memorial No. 2 (IL) to be 
engrossed for the third reading, eniitled * Memorial to congress 
asking an amendment to the act of congress of 29th of August, 
1842, and for other purposes,” 

And decided in the affirm itive. 

Mr. Masters, by leave, offered the following joint resolution, to 
wit: 

“ Resolved, (the council concurring) That when this house ad- 
journs on Thursday next, it will adjourn to Tuesday, the second 
day of January next.” 

Mr. Ellis moved that the resolution do lie on the table, 

Pending the question thereon, and ` 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

A call of the house was made, and Messrs. Birchard and Man- 
ahan reported to be absent. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Mr. Manahan was excused from attendance. 

The sergeant-at-arms was then sent to notify Mr. Birchard that 
his attendance was desired in the house. 

Mr. Birchard having appeared in his seat, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, : 
Further proceedings in the call of the house were dispensed 

with. 

Mr. Hunkins moved to amend the motion of Mr, Ellis, by ad- 
ding the following words—* until Monday next.” 

. Which was accepted by Mr, Ellis; 

And then, after debate, and by leave, the said motion was with- 
drawn, 

Mr. Ellis then moved to amend said resolution by adding the 
following proviso, to wit: 
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“Provided, no part of the time elapsing during such recess, 
shall be deemed to be, or taken as part of the present session, ot 
‘included in the per diem allowance to members ;* 

When Mr. Elmore called for the previous question. . 

The speaker stated that under the rule of this house, he was ` 
not fully determined in his own mind whether the previous ques- 
tion would cut off the amendment offered by Mr. Ellis to the res- 
olution, but in order to bring the matter before the house for its 
expression, he should decide that the previous question did not 
cut off the said amendment, and desired some member would 
take an appeal to the house for their decision. 

Thereupon Mr. Elmore appcaled from the decision of the chair; 

And the question being put in these words, ‘ Shall the decis- 
ion of the chair stand as the judgment of the house?” 

It was determined in the negative; 

And the ayes and nays having been called foron said questior, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant and Parsons 
—6. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Hun- 
kins, Mastets, Messersmith, Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Platt, Price, 
Thompson, Tripp, and Trowbridge—17, 

So the decision of the speaker was reversed. 

Mr. Ellis moved that the house do now adjourn; 

Which was disagreed to, 

And the ayes and noes having been called for on said question, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crossman, Durting, Ellis, and Walker (speaker)—4. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Elmore, Grant, 
Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, Olin, 
Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Thompson, Tripp, and Trowbridge 
—20. . 

The question was then put in these words—* Shall the main 
question be now put?” 

And passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for thereon, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Elmore, Grant, Hicks, 
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Hopkins, Masters, Messersmith,; Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Platt, 
Price, Thompson, Tripp, and Trowbridge—17. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Hynkins, Palmer, and 
Walker (speaker) —7. 

The main question was then put on the adoption of the said res- 
olution, 

And passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for on the said ques- 
tion, 

Those who vored in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, 
Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, Thompson, and Tripp—11. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hunkins, Olin, 
Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Trowbridge, and Walker (speak- 
er)—13. 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 
The house adjourned. 


THURSDAY, December 21, 1943. 


Mr. Crossman presented the petition of James Campbell and 
Thomas Stewart, praying to be allowed to construct a dam across 
Sugar river; 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Crossman, fram the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed the undermentioned memorial, to wit: 

No. 2, (H.) “Memorial to congress asking an amendment of the 
act of Congress of 29th of August, 1842, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Agry, from the ‘committee on the judiciary, by leave, re- 

ported bill No. 9, entitled 


`“ 
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“A bill respecting the office of register of deeds for the county 
of Brown;” 

Which was read the first and second times, and 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered 1o lie on the table until the 8th day of January next. 

Mr. Agry, from the sime committee, to which was referred the 
petition of ninety-eight single men from the county of Milwaukee, 
asking a repeal of -the law granting licenses to imirry, reported 
that they have had the same under consideration and that tn their 
opinion itis not expedient to modify the said act, or to repeal any 
part thereof” 

Mr. Hunkins moved that the said report relative to the petition 
of James C. Hacket and others, do lie on the table, 

Mr. Darling moved that the said report and petition be re-com- 
mitted to the judiciary committee. 

The speaker decided that both questions being considered pri- 
vileged ones, they would be taken in their order, and that the 
question to lay on the table, having precedence, would first be 
put. 

And the question being put thereon, it passed in the affirma- 
tive. 

Mr. Elmore, from the committee on legislative expenditures 
to which the subject was referred, made the following report, 
which was adupted, to wit: 

“ The committee on legislative expenditures, to whom was re- 
ferred a communication of Joshua Boyles, have had the same un- 
der-consideration, and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the house, together with the papers submitted to the com- 
mittee, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof.” 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from Alex- 
ander Mitchell, secretary of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire In- 
surance Company. [Sze APpenpix.] 

Which was read. 

Mr. Capron moved that the said communication do lie on the 
table unti) the sixth day of January next, be printed, and made 
the order of that day, and every day thereafter until disposed of, 

Mr. Dirling moved to amend the said motion by striking ont 
the word “ sixth,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word “ third.” 

And the question being put on the said amendment, 
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It passed in the negative. 

And a division being called, there were ayes 10, noes 12. 

Mr. Elmore moved to amend the motion as follows: 

“That the communication of Alexander Mitchell be printed,- 
and be referred to the committee on corporations, with instruc- 
tions to report thereon on the sixth day of January next, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable,” 

Mr. Capron accepted the said amendment as a modification of 
the motion moved by him; 

When the question was put thereon, 

And passed in the affirmative. 

Mr, Platt, by leave, introduced 

No. 6, (H.) “ Resolutions instructing the committee on territo- 
rial affairs to report a bill re-organizing the financial department 
of this territory, and for other purposes,” l 

` Which were read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. Palmer, by leave, presented the account of J. Chadwick 
for transportation of books to the county of Green; 

Referred to the committee on territorial-expenditures. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“ Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

“No. 18 (C.) “A bill to incorporate the trustees of the village 
of Mineral Point,” also, 

No. 11 (C.) “ Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands,” : 

In. which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this 
house.” 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

Ordered, that all papers relative to the Wisconsin Marine and 
Fire Insurance Company be referred to the committee on corpo- 
rations. 

The undermentioned memorial was announced for the third 
reading, 

And was read the third time, passed, and the title thereof 
agreed to, to wit: 

No. 2, (H.) ‘* Memorial to Congress asking an amendment to 
the act of Congress of 29th of August, 1842, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

Mr. Hopkins, by leave, offered the following resolution, which . 
was read and adopted, io wit: 
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No. 7, “ Resolution relative to the Milwaukee and Rock River 
Canal Company: 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that 
the joint committee of the two houses appointed at the last ses- 
sion of the legislative assembly for the purpose of examining into 
the affairs of the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company, 
&c., be instructed to report at as early a day as practicable, £o 
that if any legislative action be found necessary, there may be 
time for such action.” 

Mr. Crossman, from the select committee to which a petition 
was referred, by leave reported bill . 

No. 10, (F1.) “A bill to organize the county of Sauk for county, 
judicial, and other purposes ;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

On motion of Mr. Messersmith, : 

The message from the council was taken up, when the under- 
mentioned bill and resolution were read the first and second 
times, to wit: 

No. 18, (C,) “A bill to incorporate the trustees of the village of 
Mineral Point.” 

No. 11, (C.) “ Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands.” 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned joint resolution be taken up; 
when it was read, passed, and the title thereof agreed to, to wit: 

No. 8, (C.) “ Joint resolutions relative to appropriations for har- 
bors on the western shore of Lake Michigan.” 

Mr. Elmore asked leave of absence for two weeks» 

And the question being put on granting leave, 

It passed in the affirmative, 

Mr. Crossman, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, and £ 

A division being called, there were ayes 15, noes not counted, 
to wit: 

“Resolved, That Moses Meeker, a member of this house, have 
leave of absence from and after the 21st day of December, inst. 
to the 3d day of Jannary, 1844.” 

Mr. Birchard asked leave of absence from the 27th inst. to the 
3d day of January next; 


And the question being put, it passed in the affirmative. 
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And the the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. 
Ellis, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Crossman, Elmore, Grant, 
Flicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, Olin, 
Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Tripp, and D 8: 

Those Who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Darling, Ellis, Thompson, and Walker, (speaker)—4. 

Mr. Capron, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That James Tripp have leave of absence from Sa- 
turday next till the third day of January next.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that said resolution do lie on the table. 

Mr. Crossman, by leave, offered the following joint resolution, 
to wit: 

“Resolved, by the council and house of Representatives, that 
when this house adjourns on Friday next, it will adjourn until the 
third day of January next.” 

Mr. Agry moved to amend the said resolution by striking out 
the word “ Priday,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word ‘ Sat- 
urday;” 

Which was agreed to, 

And then the question on the adoption of the resolution, as 
amended, was put, 

And passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Elmore, Hicks, Masters, Messersmith, 
Meeker, Olin, Thompson and Tripp— 10. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Crossman, Darlinz, Ellis, Grant, 
Hopkins, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Trowbridge, and Walker, 
(speaker) —14, 

On motion of Mr. Capron, 

Ordered, that the resolution offered by him this day relative to 
granting leave of absence te James Tripp be taken up. 

And the question being put on the passage thereof, 

It passed in the affirmative. : 

And the ayes and noes having been ċalled for by Mr, Ellis, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 
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Messrs. Apry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Elmore, 
Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, 
Olin, Parsons, Platt, Price, and Trowbridge—18. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Ellis, Palmér, Thompson, and Walker, 
(speaker)—5. 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The house adjourned. 


FRIDAY, December 22, 1843. 


On motion of Mr. Platt, 

The undermentioned bill was ordered to a third reading, 
to wit: 

No. 10, (C.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of the re- 
gister of deeds of Iowa county.” ` 

On motion of mr. Hopkins, 

No. 8, (C.) “A bill to enable school district number four, in the 
town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or pur- 
chasing a school house,” 

Was taken up, when 

Mr. Elmore renewed his motion to amend said bill by striking 
out the words “ sixty-five ” before “ dollars.” 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Elmore, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Birchard, Crossman, Elmore, Parsons, and Thomp- 
son—o, l 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Ellis, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, 
Hunkins, Masters, Messrsmith, Olin, Platt, Price, Trowbridge, 
and Walker, (speaker,)—15. 
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The question then being put on ordering the said bill to a third 
reading, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 

Ordered, that so much of the sixteenth rule of the house as 
prohibits bills &c. from being read the second and third times on 
the same day, be suspended in reference to said bill No. 8. 

Which was then read the third time, passed, and the title 
thereof agreed to. 

Mr. Hunkins, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

í Resol. ed, That Thomas H, Olin have leave of absence from 
this house ‘rom the 24th to the 31st inst.” 

The question being put on the adoption thereof, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Messer- 
smith, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Grant, 
Hicks, Hopkins, Masters, Messersmith, Platt, Price, and Trow- 
bridge—18. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Ellis, Hunkins, Parsons, Thompson, and Walker, 
{speaker)—5, 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

The undermentioned bill was committed to the committee of 
the whole house, to wit: 

No. 10, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Sauk for county, 
judicial and other purposes.” 

Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house for the consideration of said bill, 

Mr. Birchard in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported that they had made some progress in ` 
the bill, and desired leave to sit again thereon. 

Leave was granted, 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

‘Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 12, (C.) “Joint resolution in relation to amending the 14th 
joint rule of the two houses,” 


In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house; 
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= And have indefinitely postponed memorial 

No. 2, (of this house,)* ‘ Memorial to congress asking an amend- 
ment to the act of congress of 29th of August, 1842, and for 
other purposes.’ ” 

Mr. Capron, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the Hon. William A. Bartlett have leave of 
absence from this house from the 26th inst, to the 2d day of Janu- 
ary next, both days inclusive.” l 

And the question being put on the adoption thereof, 

Tt passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes ond noes having been called for by Mr. Hllis, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Bircherd, Capron, Crossman, Grant, Hicks, Masters, 
Messersmith, Olin, Price, and Trowbridge—10. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Darling, Ellis, Hopkins, Hunkins, Parsons, Platt, 
Thompson, and Walker, (speaker) —8. 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the excusing of members of the house from 
attendance, for a longer term than three days at any one lime, to 
such an extent as to leave the house without a quorum for the 
transaction of business, is a violation of the 15th joint rule of the 
two houses, and would be a breach of faith towards the council.” 

Mr. Platt moved to amend the resolution by striking out all after 
the word “ resolved,” and inserting in lieu thereof the following, 
to wit: 

« That members of this house who ask for leave of absence for a 
longer time than three days at any one time, tosuch an extent as 
to leave the house without a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness, do violate the 15th joint rule of the two houses, and that it 
is a breach of faith towards the council. 

And the question being put on the said amendment, 

It passed in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the resolution, 
when, 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

A call of the house was made, and the sergeant-at-ar.. sent to 
notify Messrs. Agry and Birchard that their attendance was de- 
sired in the house, 


Mr, Agry having appeared in his seat, 
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On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Further proceedings in the call of the house were dispensed 
with. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the resolution 
offered by Mr. Blis, 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, 
Hopkins, Hunkins, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Thompson, Trowbridge 
and Walker, (speaker) —15, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messis. Hicks, Masters, Messersmith, Platt, and Price—b. 

On motion of Mr. Messersmith, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house, having under consideration the undermentioned bill, 
to wit: 

No.-13, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the trustees of the village 
of Mineral Point.” 

Mr. Thompson in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported said bill back to the house with amend- 
ments; 

In which the house eoucatred, and the bill was then ordered to 
the third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 
The house adjourned until half past two o’c¢lock, P. M. 


HALF PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


- On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house for the consideration of the undermentioned memorial and 
joint resolution, to wit: 

No. 3, (C.) “ Memorial of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to congress, asking an appro- 
priation to defray the expenses of the legislative assembly of said 
territory for their sessions held in December and January last.” 


No. 11, (C.) “Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands.” 
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Mr. Platt in the chair. 

After a short time spent therein the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported back to the house said resolution ang 
memorial without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

Ordered, that the said resolution do lie on the table. 

And then the memorial was ordered to the third reading. 

The house took up the message from the council, when the 
undermentioned joint resolution was read, to wit: 

No. 12, (C.) “Joint resolution in relation to amending the 14th 
rule of the two houses;”’ which is as follows, to wit: 

‘ Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that 
the joint select committee appointed by the two houses to prepare 
joint rules and orders of the two houses, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 14th joint rule as to pro- 
hibit the printing of any communicatian presented to the legisla- 
tive assembly, or any report of either house, more than the usual 
number, without the concurrence of both houses.” 

And the question being put on the adoption thereof, 

It passed in the negative. 

Mr. Darling gave notice that on some future day he should 
move to amend the 16th rule of the house, by striking out the 
words following, to wit: “ without special order of the heuse.” 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, 

The house resumed ils session in committes of the whole. 
house for the consideration of bill 

No. 10, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Sauk for county, 
judicial, and other purposes,” 

Mr. Thompson in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported the bill back to the house with amend- 
ments; 

In atic the house concurred, and ordered the bill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Palmer moved that the said bill be now read the third time 
by the special order of the house. 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 
Ordered, that bill No. 4, (H.) entitled “A bill to change the 
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time of holding the annual meetings of the several boards of coun- 
ty supervisors,” be now considered in the committee of the whole 
house. 

The house then resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house on said bill, 

Mr. Palmer in the chair; 

And after some time spent therein, the committee reported that 
they had made some progress in the bill, and desired leave to sit 
again thereon, 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Palmer, a minority of the select committee to which the 
subject was referred, made the following report, to wit: 

“ Your committee have carefully examined the contract made 
with Mr. Baxter, together with the account connected therewith, 
and the minority of said committee has arrived at the following 
conclusion, to wit: 

The minority of your committee finds that by a contract, enter- 
‘ed into between Mr. Baxter and the territory, that Mr. Baxter, in 
consideration of the sum of seven thousand dollars, undertook to 
complete the capitol according to a plan therein specified, within 
a certain time, and that he was to receive payment for his workas 
it progressed; that said contract was‘not complied with by Mr. 
Baxter in the manner agreed upon in said contract; that Mr, Bax- 
ter has received the sum of six thousand dollars, while the amount 
of unfinished work on his contract amounts to two thousand three 
hundred and sixteen dollars. The following is the estimate of the 
unfinished work on the capito): 

Dome and piazza, per contract by county commission- 


ers of Dane with Mr. Van Bergen, $485 00 
Ballustrade, per estimate of Mr. Hoadly, 350 00 
Various items of unfinished work, as estimated by the 

supcrintendent of public buildings, 1481 006 
Total amount of unfinished work, 2316 00 
Total amount to have been paid for completion of capi- 

tol according to contract, 7000 00 


From which should be deducted for unfinished work, 2816 00 
Paid to Mr, Baxter, $4684 00 
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The amount which has been paid to Mr. Baxter, $6000 00 
From which deduct the amount which should have been 


paid him for work, 4684 00 
Leaving amount overpaid him on contract, $1316 00 
From this amount deduct what has been allowed by su- 

perintendant for extra work, 468 24 


Emmet 


Leaving a balance overpaid to Mr. Baxter for all work 

done by him on capitol, $847 76 

According to this estimate, it appears that Mr. Baxter has been 
overpaid by the territory for the entire work done by him on the 
capitol, the sum of eight hundred and forty-seven dollars and 
seventy-six cents.” 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered, that said report do lie on the table. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“ Mr. Speaker: The council have passed resolution No. 7, (of 
this house) ‘ Resolution relative to the Milwaukee and Rock river 
canal company.’” 

Mr, Bartlett offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That when this house next adjourns, it will adjourn 
until Tuesday next, at 10 o’clock, A. M.” 

Mr. Birchard asked to be excused from voting on said resolu- 
tion, 

Which was disagreed to; 

And the question being put on the adoption of the resoution, 

It passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Ellis, Mas- 
ters, Messersmith, Olin, Palmer, Price, Trowbridge, and Walker 
(speaker)—13. . 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Darling, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Parsons, 
Platt, and Thompson—8. 

Mr. Eltis offered the following resolution, 

Which was adopted, to wit: 


No. 8, (H.) “ Resolution concerning clocks for the use of the 
Assembly— 
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Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that the 
committee on legislative expenses be instructed to include in the 
appropriation bill for legislative expenses for the present session, 
an item of twenty dollars to J. D. Weston, for pay in full for two 
clocks furnished for the two halls of the capitol.” 

And then the house adjourned. 


TUESDAY, December 26, 1843. 


A message from the council, by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 9, (C ) ‘A bill to amend the act to provide for the election 
of sheriffs, judges of probate, and justices of the peace, and for 
other purposes,’ 


In which Iam directed to ask the concurrence of this house. 
And have concurred in 


No. 8, (of this house,) ‘Resolution concerning clocks for the 
use of the assembly.’” 

Mr. Ellis presented the petition of citizens of Brown county, 
for the organization of the town of Howard; 

Which was referred to the committee on corporations. 

The petition of Samuel Tyler and others for the alteration of 
town boundaries of certain towns, presented December 18th, was 
taken up, and 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Price offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, by the house of representatives, that a select com- 
mittee, consisting of three members of the house of representa- 
tives, be appointed to inquire into the expediency of constructing 
a rail road from Potosi, on the Mississippi river, to Lake Michigan, 
and said committee be authorized to report by bill or otherwise.” 

Mr. Darling moved to amend the said resolution by striking out 
the words “ by bill or otherwise ;” 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Price, and the resolu- 
tion adopted, 
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Mr. Hicks offered the following resolution, which was adopted, 
to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on mining and smelting be in. 
structed to report upon the expediency of passing a memorial.to 
congress praying for the abolishment of the present sysrem of leas. 
ing the lead mines in this territory, by the adoption of some other 
mode which will more effectually protect the interest and-rights of 
the operative miner, in leasing by ranges instead of lots of from ten 
to one hundred and sixty acres, as is now the case, or whether the 
leasing system should be abolished altogether, and the reserve 
mineral lands sold; if sold, at what price, and what protection 
should be given to residents on or owners of lots at the time of 
sale.” 

Mr. Darling offered the following resolution, which was adopted, 
to wit: 

“ Resolved, (the council concurring herein) that the committees 
on schools of the two houses act jointly in relation to any subject 
pertaining toa revision of the laws in relation to schools, or upon 
any other subject which shall be referred to them jointly by either 
house.” 

Mr. Platt, from the committee on legislative expenses, to which 
was referred the communication of Moses M. Strong, made a re- 
port, [Sez Arpenprx,| appended to which was the ou: reso 
lution, entitled 

* Resolution concerning the settlement of an account therein 
mentioned: 

Resolved, (the hon. the council concurring,) that be 
appointed to receive of the hon. Moses M. Strong, late fiscal 
agent of this territory, the sum of two hundred dollars, with inter- 
est at seven per cent, per annum from the 27th day of January, 
1840, and that said be, and is hereby, directed to 
pay the same over to Messrs. Collier & Pettus, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, to the credit of this territory, on the debt due therefrom to 
the said Collier & Pettus. 

The said sum of two hundred dollars, and interest, as above 
stated, being due froin said fiscal agent in consequence of an error 
in the settlement of his accounts, made by the select committee 
of the house of representatives at its session in 1839-40, page 
350, as per report of your committee on legislative expenditures, 
this day submitted.” 
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On motion of Mr. Agry, 

Ordered, that said resolution do lie on the table. 

Mr. Agry, from the judiciary committee, to which a petition 
and, resolution were referred, by leave reported the following 
bills, which were read the first and second times, to wit: 

No. 11, (H.) “A bill for an act to authorize the town of Janes- 
ville to collect certain taxes,” 

No. 12, (H.) “A bill for an act amendatory of ‘an act to pre- 
scribe the mode of proceeding in chancery.’” 

Mr. Parsons, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
the following to be correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. 10, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Sauk, for county, 
judicial, and other purposes,” 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, - 

Resolution No. 11, (C.) relating to the selection of seminary 
lands, was taken up for consideration, and 

On motion of Mr, Ellis, 

‘Was laid on the table. 

Mr, Agry gave notice that on some future day he should, by 
leave, introduce a bill for the preservation of timber on rivers and 
streams., 

The speaker announced the undermentioned bills for the third 
reading, which were then severally read the third time, passed, and 
the titles thereof agreed to, to wit: 

No. 10, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Sauk, for county, 
judicial, and other purposes.” 

No. 10, (C.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of the re- 
. gister of deeds of Iowa county.” 

Memorial No, 3, (C.) of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to congress, asking an appro- 
priation to defray the expenses of the legislative assembly of said 
territory for their sessions held in December and January last, 
being announced for a third reading, 

Mr. Hopkins asked the unanimous consent of the house to of- 
fer and amendment to the same; 
~ And objection being made, ar 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the said memorial be re- committed to 
the commmittee of the whole house; 

And the question being put thereon, 
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It passed in the negative. 

The said memorial was then read the third time, passed, and the 
title thereof agreed to. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for on the passage of | 
said memorial, by Mr. Capron, | 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hicks, Hunkins, Parsons, Plait, 
Price, Thompson, Trowbridge, and Walker, (speaker)—11. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs.-Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Hopkins, and Palmer—5. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

Ordered, that bill No. 13, (C.) entitled “A biil to incorporate 
the trustees of the town of Mineral Point,” do lie on the table; 

The same having been announced for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

The house took up resolutions 

No. 6, (H.) “Resolutions instructing the committee on territo 
rial affairs to report a bill re-organizing the financial department of 
this territory, #nd for other purposes,” and, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Referred the same to the joint committee on territorial expendi- 
tures, with instructions to report what action, if any, is necessary 
on the subject therein named. 

Mr, Capron moved that the majority and minority reports of 
the select committee relating to a settlement with Danie] Bax- 
ter, be now taken up, for the purpose of printing the same; 

And the question was put, 

And passed in the negative. 

@Gn-motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned resolution be taken up, 
to wit: ` 

No. 11, (C.) “ Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands,” when, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

The resolution was amended by striking out all after the word 

t resolved” to the word “ provided,” in the first paragraph, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following, to wit: 

“That three commissioners shall be appointed to select all 

lands authorized to be set apart and reserved from sale by virtue 

of an act of congress approved the [2th day of June, 1838, enti- 
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tled ‘an act concerning a seminary of learning in the territory ot 
Wisconsin,’ which have not been so selected, set apart, and re- 
served from sale, as aforesaid; provided, that such lands shall be 
selected in equal quantities, as near as may be, within the three 
several land districts of Green Bay, Milwaukee, and Mineral 
Point, to wit: one third part in the Green Bay land district; one 
third part in the Milwaukee land district; and one’ third part in 
the Minera] Point land district ;” 

And by adding the following paragraph after the word “ afore- 
said,” in the same paragraph, to wit: 

“That shall be the commissioner to act in the 
Green Bay land district; and shall be the com- 
missioner to act in the Milwaukee land district; and 
shall be the commissioner to act in the Mineral Point land 
district.” 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

The first blank in the resolution was filled with the name of 
“ Theodore Conkey,” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The second blank in the resolution was filled with the name of 
“John T. Haight.” 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The third blank in the resolution was filled with the name of 
“George W, Laikin.” 

Then the resolution, as amended, was ordered to the third 
reading, and by the special order of the house, was 

Read the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 

Mr. Darling offered the following resolution, to wit. 

“Resolved, That from and after this date, the chief clerk be 
directed to prepare and furnish a copy of the daily journal of this 
house for printing, and that the printer of the house be directed 
to print as heretofore the daily slips for the use of the house.” 

A call of the house having been made by Mr. Platt, and further 
proceedings in the call dispensed with. 

The question was put on the adoption of the said resolution, 

And passed in the affirmative ; i 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs, Agry, Capron, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, Hunkins, 
Parsons; Platt, Thompson, Trowbridge, and Walker (spk’r)—12, 
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Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Hicks, and Price—3. 

Mr, Ellis, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit : 

“Resolved, That the superintendent of public property be di- 
rected to inquire into, and report to this house, the propriety of 
causing sufficient fuel to serve for a sessjon of the legislative as- 
sembly annually, to be cut suitable length for the fires, and placed 
in the basement story of the capitol, on or before the fist day of 
November in each year, also into the propriety of constructing 
elevators, to raise the fuel from the basement to the second floor, 
and the probable cost of the same. 

Mr. Platt moved that the resolution do lie on the table; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in tke negative. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Price, 
The house adjourned. 
ł 


WEDNESDAY, December 27, 1843. 


Mr. Darling, from the select committee to which was referred a 
resolution of this house relative to printing, and bill No. 5, (€.} 
entitled “A bill to provide for the election of a printer to the 
LegisJative Assembly,” reported the said bill to ie house without 
amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, That the said bill do lie on the table. 

Mr. Masters, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled, 

No. 8,(C.) “An act to enable school district number four, in 
the town of Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or 
purchasing a school house ;” l 

Which was signed by the speaker. 

# . The speaker announced the following named persons as the 
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select committee under the resolution offered by Mr. Price on yes- 
ierday, relative to the construction of a rail road, to wit: 

Messrs. Price, Messersmith, and Thompson. 

The thessage from the council was taken up, 

When the undermentioned bill was read the first and second 
times, and ` 

On motion of Mr. Elis, 

Ordered, ‘to be referred to the committee on the Judiciary, to 
wit: 

No. 9, (C.) “A bill to amend the act to provide for the election 
of sheriffs, judges of probate and justices of the peace, and for 
other purposes.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling; 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 6, (C.) “A bill to amend the act to incorporate the Fox 
river improvement company.” 

Thereupon, the house resolved itselfinto the committee of the 
whole house for the consideration of said bill, 

Mr. Parsons in the chair. 

After a short time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported paid bill to the house, without amend- 
ment; 

Which was then ordered to the third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins; 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house; Mr. Trowbridge in the chair, having under consideration 
the undermentioned bill, to wit: 

‘No. 11, (FL) “A bill for an act to authorize the collector of the 
town of Janesville, to collect certain taxes;” 

After a short time spent therein, ihe committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported said bill tothe house, without amendment; 
Which was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. Crossman, fiom the commiitee on engrossed bills, repor- 
ted as correctly engrossed, the undermentioned bill, to wit: 

No. 11, (H.) “A bill for an act to authorize the collector of the 
town of Janesville to collect certain taxes.” 

Mr. Hopkins, by leave offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 
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No. 11, (H.) “Resolution relative to schools.” 

“ Resolred, (the Council concurring) that the committee on 
schools be requested to inquire into the expediency ofso amending 
the laws in relation to schools, as to increase the amount which 
the several school districts may raise for the purpose of building 
school houses, slso to authorize the districts to assess and collect 
taxes on taxable property, omitted on the rolls of the town asses- 
sors; also to provide for the more speedy collection of taxes, and 
for fixing upon the minimum amount, which each town or county 
shall annually raise for the support of schools ; and also what ac- 
tion, if any, 1s proper to be taken in relation to the school lands; 
and inguire generally what defects exist requiring remedial legis- 
lation, and report at as early a day as practicable, by bill or other- 
wise.” 

On motion of Mr, Trowbridge, the house adjourned, 


THURSDAY, December 28, 1843. 


Mr. Hunkins presented several remonstrances of inhabitants of 
the county af Milwaukee 'against the construction of a bridge 
across the Milwaukee river at Walkers Point; 

Which were referred to the committee on internal improve- 
ments, 

A message from the council, by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council hive refused to concur in No. 10, 
(H.) “Resolution instructing the committee on schools to act 
jointly;” 

And also, in the amendments of this house to No. 11, (C.) 
‘Resolution relative to the selection of seminary lands.” 

Mr. Darling offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted, to wit : 

“Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary: be directod to 
inquire info the expediency of passing a law embracing the fol- 


lowing provisions, to wit: 
i 
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Ist, That the several counties under the system of county 
government, have power to bid off at the tax sale in each year, the 
delinquent list of lands, which remains unpurchased on the 10th 
day of the sale in each year. 

2d, That the time of redemption be extended to five years 
from the day of sale, with -twenty-five percent. interest for the 
said five years, , 

8d, That the purchaser of tax certificates, or the holder thereof, 
shall have the right to pay the taxes on the tract purchased for 
subsequent years and receive interest on the same at the rate of 
ten per cent., by filing in the office a statement that the taxes are 
paid on the tax certificates ofa certain year, as the case may be. 

4th, That no suit.shall be brought to recover any lands sold for 
taxes unless commenced within two years after the deed shall 
have been recorded. ' 

5th, That the holders of tax certificates shall, when they assign 
the same, file a statement in the office of the register of deeds and 
county commissioners’ office, stating to whom assigned.” 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from John 
Y. Smith, superintendent of territorial property, in answer toa 
resolution concerning the excavation of rooms in the basement 
story of the capitol, and the construction of elevators to raise 
weod to the second floor of the same for the use of the assembly; 

Which was read and laid on the table, 

Mr. Ellis, from the committee on corporations, to which cer- 
tain petitions were referred, reported 

No, 13, (HL) “A bill to set off the town of Howard i in the coun- 
ty of Brown;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

Bills on their passage were announced by the speaker, when the 
undermentioned were severally read the third time, passed, and 
their titles agreed to, to wit: 

No. 6, (C.) * A bill to amend the act to incorporate the Fox riv- 
ver Improvement Company ;” 

No. 11, (H ) “A bill for an act to authorize the collector of the 
town of Janesville to collect certain taxes.” 

Mr. Masters, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
that the committee did on this day present to the governor for his 
approval, a bill, entitled ` 
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“ An act to enable school district number four, in the town of 
Janesville, to lay a tax for the purpose of building or purchasing a 
school house.” 

Mr. Messersmith presented the account of Moses M, Strong 
against the territory, for professional services, which, 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Was ordered to lie on the table. ‘ 

The message frorn the council relative to No. 11, (C.) “ Reso- 
lution relative to the selection of seminary lands,” being taken 
up for consideration, 

And the question being put, % Will the house insist on its 
amendments” to said resolution? 

It passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes haying been called for on the said 
question, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hicks, Mana- 
han, Masters, Messersmith, Platt, Price and Walker (spk’r)—-12. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Hopkins, Hunkins, Parsons, Thompson and Trow- 
bridge—5, 

Mr. Hunkins moved that bill No. 5, (C.) be now taken up, en- 
titled 

“ A bill to provide for the election of a printer to the legislative 
assembly ;” 

And pending the question thereon, 

The following message was received from the council by their 
secretary: 

“Mr, Speaker: The council have passed No. 18 (C.) ‘ Resolu- 
tion relative to a ship canal around the Falls of St. Mary,’in which 
Tam directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

A motion was then made by Mr. Grant to adjourn, 

And the question being put, it passed in the negative. 

The question was then put on taking up the said bill, 

And it passed in the negative, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee, to which a resolution 
was referred relative to the sale of lands for faxes, inquire further 
into the propriety of imposing a penalty on the collector of taxes 
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for selling any tract of land ọn which the taxes shall have been 
paid to said collectors. 
On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 
The house adjourned. 


FRIDAY, December 29, 1843. 


Mr. Messersmith presented the remonstrance of inhabitants of 
Mineral Point against the incorporation of said town as a city; 

Which was read and laid on the table. 

The undermentioned petilions were severally presented, and 
referred as follows, to wit: 

By Mr. Masters, the petition of Benjamin Piper and others, cit- 
izens of the town of Union, in Jefferson county, for the organiza- 
tion of new towns. 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

By Mr. Capron, the petition of inhabitants of town No. two, in 
range No. eighteen, for the organization of a town by the name of 
Hudson. 

Referred to the committee on corporations. l 

By Mr. Grant, the petition of inhabitants of the town of Paris, 
praying that the said town may be enlarged. 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

By Mr, Hunkins, the petition of citizens of Milwaukee, for the 
construction of a bridge across the Milwaukee river at Walkers 
Point. 

Referred to the committee on internal improvements. 

Mr. Darling offered the following resolution, io wit: 

“ Resolved, That the accounts of Moses M. Strong, for profes- 
sional services in the territorial suits, be referred to the committee 
on territorial expenditures, with instructions to ascertain and re- 
port to this house the whole amount of expenses accruing in said 
suits, and paid or outstanding against the territory, up to this time, 
specifying the nature of such expenses.” ; 
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Mr. Hopkins offered the following as an amendment, to wit: 

“ That the committee on terriiorial expenditures be instructed 
to ascertain, 

Ist. The amount of cost already incurred in prosecuting terri- 
torial suits against the building commissioners, treasurer of the 
board, and contractor, and their sureties, for which the territory is 
liable; 

2d. The amount of attornics fees for conducting the suits; 

3d. What would have been the fees if the suits had been con- 
ducted by the proper law officer who is authorized by law to at- 
tend to ali suits; 

4th. Whether the opinion of the attorney generals, whose duty 
it is made by Jaw to attend to such suits, has ever been asked or 
given as to the expediency of instituting said suits, and the pro- 
priety of continuing them from time to time, and prosecuting them 
to fina] judgment; and whether they have given any opinion, and 
ifso, what those opinions were, and whether given officially or 
not; 

5th. Whether it is advisable further to continue said suits, to- 
gether with any other information which may aid this house to de- 
termine whether such suits should be further prosecuted or not, 
and to report to this house at as early a day as possible,” 

Mr. Platt offered the following as an amendment, which was ac- 
cepted by Mr. Hopkins: 

Add to the amendment the following words: 

í And to take into consideration such other matters appertain- 
ing to said suitsas they shall deem proper.” ! 

The question was then put on agreeing to the amendment, 

And passed in the negative. 

And the ayesand noes having been called for by Mr. Palmer, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, Price and 
Thompson—7. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hicks, Hun- 
kins, Manahan, Masters, Parsons, ‘Trowbridge and Walker, (sp’kr) 
—J2, ; 

Mr. Darling offered the following as a modification of the reso- 
lution moved by him, io wit: 
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‘‘And that they also report any othcr facts which will tend to 
show the propriety or impropriety of further prosecuting such stits.” 

Mr. Capron offered the following amendment; 

Which was agreed tQ, to wit: 

Add to the resolution the following words: 

“Also, in order to ascertain the liability of the territory, the 
committee inquire when and by whom said suits were commenced, 
and whether such person or persons were duly authorized by law 
tu prosecute in behalf of the territory.” 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
words “territorial expenditures,” and inserting the word “judi- 
ciary.” 

Mr. Hopkins called fora division of the question on striking 
out, when 

The speaker decided that the question was not divisible. 

‘The question was then put on the amendment of Mr, Ellis, 

And passed in the affirmative. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 18, (C.) “A bill to authorize the village of Racine to bor- 
row money, and for other purposes,” 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

Mr. Capron offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on roads be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of having three county road commission- 
ers elected annually (in those counties that have adopted the 
township government) who, in addition to cther duiies conferred 
upon them, shall have appellate jurisdiction over the acts of town 
commissioners, who shal] be paid for their services, in such cases, ` 
by the appellants, Also to examine that part of the act relating 
to the assessment of road taxes, for the purpose of so amending 
the same that the assessments shall be uniform, either in money 
or in labor, and that the said committee report by bill or other- 
wise. 

On motion of Mr, Thompson, 

Ordered, that said resolution do lie on the table. 

Mr. Masters, from the joint committee on enfolled bills, re- 
ported as correctly enrolled, the following, which were signed by 
the speaker, to wit: ` 
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No. 6, (C.) “An act to amend the act to incorporate the Fox 
river improvement company ;” 

No. 10, (C.) “An act to authorize the register of deeds of 
the county of Grant to procure certain records in the office of 
the register of deeds of Iowa county ;” 

No. 8, (C.) “ Memorial of the council and house of represent- 
atives of the territory of Wisconsin to congress, asking an appro- 
priation to defray the expenses of the Jegislative assembly of said 
territory for the sessions held in December and January last.” 

A message from the council by their secreaty: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have insisted on their vote by 
which they refused to concur in the amendment of this house to 

No. 11, (C.) ‘Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands,’ 

And have appointed Messrs. Crocker and Martin a committee 
of conference on their part to confer with such committee as the 
house may appoint, and propose to refer to such committee the 
disagreement of the two houses.” 

The messages of the council on the table were taken up, 
when 

The following entitled resolution was read and adopted, to wit. 

No. 13, (C.) “ Resolution relative to a ship canal round the Falls 
of St. Mary: . 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives of the 
` territory of Wisconsin, that the construction ofa ship canal around 
the Falls of St. Mary, at the outlet of Lake Superior, is a measure 
of national importance, and deserves the early attention of con- 
gress. = 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded’ to our 
delegate in congress, and that he be requested to lay the same be- 
fore that body.” 

No, 18, (C.) “A bill to authorize the village of Racine to bor- 
row money, and for other purposes,” 

Was read the first and second times, : 

The message of the council being read, requesting a committee 
of conference to be appointed on the disagreeing vote of the two 
houses relative to resolution No. 11, (C.) “ Resolution relative to 
the selection of seminary lands,” ` 

The question was put on ordering a committee of conference 
to be appointed, l 
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And passed in the affirmative. 

Thereupon the speaker appointed Messrs. Ellis and Hicks said 
committee, 

Mr. Agry moved that the house (ak up the undermentioned 
bill, and consider the same in the committee of the whole house, 
to wit: 

No. 12, (H.) “A bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled 
‘an act to prescribe the mode of proceeding in chancery,’ ” 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

Thereupon, the house resolved itselfinto the committee of the 
whole house for the consideration of said bill, 

Mr. Hopkins in the chair. 

After same time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported said bill to the house without amendment. 

Which was then ordered to be engrossed for the third reading. 

Mr. Thompson, by leave, offered the following resolution? 
to wit: 

“Resolved, That when this house does adjourn, it will adjourn, 
to the second day of January next.” 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend said resolution by striking out 
the words “ to the second day of January next,” and inserting “ to 
half past two o’clock this afternoon.” 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the resolution; 
and being put, 

-It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Ellis, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Capron, Hicks, Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, 
Palmer, Platt, Price, Thompson, Trowbridge, and Walker, (speak- 
er)—12. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, Hunkins, 
and Parsons—7. 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the undermentioned bill be now taken 
up, to wit: 

No, 2, (H.) “A bill concerning the time of i commencing actions 
and for other purposes.” 
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And the question being put thereon, 

It was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Hicks gave notice that he should on some future day ask 
leave to intioduce a bill to establish a ferry across the Mississippi 
river. 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, introduced the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, the honorable the council concurring herein, that 
the present session of the legislative assembly shall cease and de- 
termine on the day of January next.” 

Mr. Thompson moved that the resolution do lie on the table; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Capron, Crossman, Grant, Hicks, Hunkins, 
Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, Thompson, and 
Trowbridge— 18. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Méssrs. Darling, Ellis, Hopkins, Parsons, Price and Walker 
(speaker)—6. 

Mr. Hopkins gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill relative to deeds for the conveyance of 
lands, having in view the shortening and simplifying them for the 
purpose of saving labor and expense. 

Mr. Manahan moved that the house do now adjourn; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And a division being called, 

There were ayes 12, noes 5. 

So the house adjourned, 
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TUESDAY, January 2, 1844. 


The house was called to order by the clerk, when the blessing 
of heaven was invoked by the Rev. Mr, Bennett. 
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The clerk informed the house that the speaker elect was ab- , 
sent, and that it would be necessary to appoint a speaker, pro tem. 
~—thereupon, 

On motion of Mr, Hunkins, 

Mason C. Darling was appointed speaker, pro tem,, during the 
absence of the speaker elect. 

The journal of the 29th ult., was then read. 

Mr. Ellis presented the undermentioned petitions, and moved 
their reference to the committee on the judiciary, to wit: 

The petition of J. B. Atkins and seventy-two others, inhabitants 
of Fond du Lac county, for the organization of said county for ju- 
dicial purposes, and the location of the seat of justice; 

The petition of Daniel W. Bromley and forty-one olhers, in- 
habitants of the same county, and for the same purpose; 

The petition of sixteen others, inhabitants of the county of 
Fond du Lac, for the organization of said county,and the location 
of the seat of justice; 

The petition of N. Perry and sixteen others, inhabitants of Tay- 
chedah, for the same purpose. 

Mr. Agry presented the remonstrance of William Stewart and 
forty-five others, inhabitants of the county of Fond du Lac against 
the organization of said county for judicial purposes; 

And moved ils referrence to the judiciary committee. 

And objection being made by Mr. Thompson against referring 
the several petitions and remonstrance to the committee on the 
judiciary, 

The question was then put on referring the same to the said 
committee, - 

And passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Capron moved a call of the house; 

Whicli was made, when the clerk reported that there were only 
thirteen members in attendance. 

Mr. Hopkins, who had been absent during the call of the house 
appe#ed in his seat; when the speaker announced that a quorum 
of the house was present. 

Furthef proceedings in the call of the house were then dispen- 
‘sed with. 

. Mr, Ellis presented the petition of David Jones and Erastus 
Baily, praying permission to erect a mill dam across the Pish-te- - 
go river, in Brown county; 
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Referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Platt presented the petition of W, W. Wyman, proposing 
to do the printing of the legislative assembly, accompanied by the 
guarantee of James Morrison and twelve others, for the faithful 
performance of the work; 

And moved that the same do lie on the table, and be printed; 

Which was agreed to. 

_ Mr. Capron presented the petition of Joseph A. Haskins and 
eighty-seven others, inhabitants of the town of Geneva, praying 
for the formation of a new town, by the name of Bloomfield; 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Platt submitted the following report, to wit: 

“The minority of the select committee, to whom was referred 
the biil providing for the election of a territorial printer, have had 
the same under consideration, and recommend that the said bill 
be indefinitely postponed, and that the substitute herewith submit- 
ted be adopted in its place. ALONZO PLATT, 

Minority of said committee, 

January 2, 1844.” ` 

The bill submitted in said report, No. 14, (H.) entitled “A 
bill to provide for the appointment of a printer to the legislative 
assembly of the territory of Wisconsin,” and the said report, 

Were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

* Mr. Parsons, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
the following to be correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No, 12, (HL) “A bill for an ect amendatory to an act entitled 
tan act to prescribe the mode of proceeding in chancery.’ ” 

The speaker announced the said bill for a third reading, 

Which was then read the third time, passed, and the title there- 
of agreed to, 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered the following ae which was 
adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on judiciary be directed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the revised statutes, as 
to allow the clerk of the board of supervisors to advertize delin- 
quent land sold for taxes; to be advertized in the nearest regular- 
ly published newspaper in the same or adjacant county, instead of 
at Madison as is nuw provided by law in case“there is no news- 
paper published in the county where such land lies.” 

On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 
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The house resolved itself into the committee ofthe whole house, 

Mr. Thompson in the chair, for the consideration of bill No. 8 
(C.) entitled “ A bill to authorize the village of Racine to borrow 
money, and for other purposes.” - 

After sometime spent therein, the committee rose and reported 
the said bill without amendment; 

Which was then ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Agry, by leave, and agreeably to noti¢e previously given, 
introduced a bill, to wit: 

No. 15,(H.) “A bill for an act for the preservation of timber 
upon rivers and streams.” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

Mr. Hicks, by leave, and agreeably to notice previously given, 
introduced a bill, to wit: 

No. 16, (H.) “A bill to establish a ferry across the Mississippi 
river.” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

Mr. Hopkins, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on territorial affairs be instructed 
to report to this house the amount of indebtedness of this terri- 
tory, stating the times when, and for what purposes the several 
debts were made, and report at as early a day as practicable, so 
as to enable this house to determine whether a part or the whole 
of such debts should be paid, and make provision for the payment 
of alljust debts against the territory.” 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered, that the petition of the inhabitants of the county of 
‘Fond du Lac, presented to the legislature in the year 1841, pray- 
ing for the organization of said county, be taken from the files 
and referred tò the same committee to which several petitions 
were referred this morning on the same subject. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

s Mr. Speaker: The council have concurred in resolution 

No. 11, (of this hotse,) ‘ Resolution relative to schools,’ ” 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house, having under consideration bill 

No. 2, (H.) “A bill concerning the time of commencing actions, 
and for other purposes.” l 
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Mr. Hopkins in the chair, 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose and report- 
ed that they had made some progress in the bill, and desired leave 
to sit again thereon; 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Agry, by leave, introduced bill 

No. 17, (H.) “A bill respecting real actions;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

Mr. Platt, by leave, introduced the following preamble and re- 
solutions, to wit: 

No.. 18, (H.) “ Preamble and resolutions relative to the forma- 
tion ofa state government;” 

Which were read the first and second times. 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

The house adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, January 3, 1844. 


Mr. Walker, the speaker, appeared and resumed the duties of 
the chairas the presiding officer of the house. 

Petitions and a remonstrance were presented and referred as fol- 
lows, to wit: l 

By Mr. Bartlett, the petition of Webster Pease, praying to be 
divorced from his wife Lucinda, accomprnied by several affidavits; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

By Mr. Bartlett, the petition of the inhabitants’of the town of 
Sharon, praying for relief, to enable them to hold a special elec- 
tion to fill vacancies in office in said town; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

By Mr. Capron, the petition of inhabitants of the village of 
Southport, praying that a part of Exchange street, in said village, 
be discontinued and vacated; 

Also, a remonstrance of citizens of Southport, against vacating 
said street; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 
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By Mr. Hunkins, the petition of inhabitants of the county of 
Washington, praying for an act to enable said county to fill vacan- 
cies in office; 

Referred to the committee on territorial affairs. 

By Mr. Hunkins, the petition of inhabitants of the county of 
Washington, relative to the expenses paid to the county of Mil- 
waukee, on account of being attached to said county for judicial 
purposes; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Platt offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the chief clerk be directed to enter at length 
upon the journal of this house, the preamble and fesolutions in re- 
lation to the formation of a state government, introduced into 
this house on yesterday by Alunzo Platt. 

And the question being put .on the adoption -of said resolu- 
tion, - 

It passed in the negative, 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Capron, Hicks, Platt, and Thompson—5. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs, Burtlett, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, Hunkins, 
Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Price, Trowbridge, and Walker, (speak- 
er—12, 

A message from the council, by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker. The council have passed 

No. 11.(H.) ‘A bill for an act to authorize the collector of the 
town of Janesville to collect certain taxes,’ 

With amendments, in which amendments I am directed to ask 
the concurrence of this house.” 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 

Ordered, that the vote of this house taken on yesterday, by 
which a resolution relative to the indebtedness of the tenitory 
was adopted, be reconsidered. 

The said resolution was then amended by striking out the 
words “ territorial affairs,” and inserting the word * finance.” 

And thé question being put on its adoption, 

Ti passed in the affirmative. 

So the said resolution was referred to'the committee on finance. 

Mr. Hunkins gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
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leave to introduce a bill to regulate the duties of highway com- 
missioners, and for other purposes, 

Mr. Agry, from the judiciary committee to which bill No, 9, 
(C.) was referred, entitled “A bill toamend the act to provide for 
the election of sheriffs, judges of probate, and justices of the 
peace, and for other purposes,” by leave reported the same back 
without amendment. 

Mr. Agry, from the same committee to which bill No. 5, (HL) 
was referred, entitled, “A bill to amend an act concerning the 
city of the Four Lakes,” reported the same with an amendment; 

Which bill was then read the second time. 

Bills on their passage were announced, when 7 

No, 18, (C.) “A bill to authorize the village of Racine to bor- 
row money and for other purposes;” 

Was read the third time, passed and the title thereof agreed to. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hicks, on 
the passage of the said bill. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, 
Hunkins, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Platt, Price, Thompson, Trow- 
bridge, and Walker, (speaker)—16, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Hicks and Messersmith—2, 

The message from the council was taken up; 

When the amendments of the council to bill 

No. 11,(C.) “A bill for an act to authorize the collector of the 
town of Janesville to collect certain taxes ;” 

Were read and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house, 

Mr. Agry in the chair, having under consideration 

Bill No. 4, (FL) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meetings of the several boards of county supervisors.” l 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and re- 
ported the same with amendments; l 

Which were agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading., f 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 
The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole house, 
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Mr. Ellis in the chair, 

Having under consideration bill No, 9, (C.) entitled 

« A bill tó amend the act to provide for the election of sheriffs, 
judges of prohate, and justices of the peace, and for other pur- 
poses ;” 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by 
their chairman reported the same with amendments; 

Which were agreed to, and the bill ordered toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Olin, 
The house adjourned. 


THURSDAY, January 4, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and corrected. 

The speaker laid before the house the petition of Solomon Ju- 
neau and John White, Esquires, and twelve hundred and eighteen 
others, relative to stale government and the right of foreign born 
citizens to vote. 

And the said petition having been read, 

A motion was made by Mr, Hunkins, that the same be referred 
to the committee on territorial affairs; 

When Mr. Platt moved to amend the motion to refer the peti- 
tion to the committee on territorial affairs, by substituting the fol- 
lowing: 

“ Resolved, For the purpose of giving to the petition all the ad- 
vantages which can be conferred by this house at the present stage 
of the business, that the petition be referred to the joint commit- 
tee of the two houses to whom was referred so much of the gov- 
ernor’s message as relates to a state government.” 

Pending ibe question thereon, the following message was re- 
ceived from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

“ Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 20, (C.) A bill to repeal an act to establish the University 
of Wisconsin,” and also, . 
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No. 12, (H.) “ A bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled 
tan act to prescribe, the made of proceeding in chancery p 

The latter with an amendment, in which I am directed to ask 
the concurrence of this house.” 

The question was then put on the amendment moved by Mr. 
Platt to the motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

And passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Capron, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, 
and Thompson—7. , 

"Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hun- 
kins, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Price, Trow- 
bridge, and Walker (spk’r)—15. 

Mr. Thompson moved to amend the motion by striking out the 
words “ territorial affairs,” and inserting the word * judiciary.” 

When the Speaker decided that the chair had been in error in 
putting the question moved by Mr, Platt before the motion made 
by Mr. Hunkins, the question being one of privilege. 

The question was then put en the motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

And passed in the affirmative. 

So the petition was referred to the committec on territorial affairs, 

Mr. Masters, from the joint committee on enrolled bills, report- 
ed as correctly enrolled 

“An act to authorize the collector of the town of Janesville to 
collect certain taxes, and for other purposes.” 

Which was signed by the speaker. 

Mr. Hunkins, from the same committee, reported that the said 
committee did on yesterday present to the governor for his ap- 
proval, 

“An act to amend the act to incorporate the Fox river improve- 
ment company;” also, 

“An act fo authorize the register of deeds of the county of 
Grant to procure certain records in the office of the register of 
deeds of the county of Iowa.” 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
to be correctly engrossed, 

No. 4, (H.) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meetings of the several boards of county supervisors,” 
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Mr. Agry, from the judiciary committee, to which a petition 
and remonstrance were referred, reported bill No. 18, (H.) wich 
was read the first and second times, to wit: 

“A bill to empower the president and trustees of the village of 
Southport to discontinue a street.” 

Mr. Agry, from the same committee, to which the petition of 
Webster Pease was referred, reported the following bill, to wit: 

No. 19, (H.) “A bill to divorce Webster Pease from his wife 
Lucinda Pease.” 

Mr. Darling, from the committee to which the subject was re- 
ferred, made the following report, to wit: 

“The committee on territorial affairs, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the house of representatives instructing the com- 
mittee to inqnire intu the expediency of levying a tax for the 
purpose of building a penitentiary, and for taking measures for that 
purpose, have attended to the duty assigned them, and report: 

That however desirable it may be speedily to have a well re- 
gulated penitentiary in the territory, still your committee do not 
feel it their duty to recommend the erection of one by a special 
tax, at the present time. It will be recollected that the territory 
is already, to some considerable extent, involved in debt, to can- 
cel which it has no other means than a resort to direct taxation, 
Under these circumstances, they are of the opinion that provision 
should first be made for the payment of its honest debts, before 
it should engage in any new projects which it is possible to dis- 
pense with, 

They are further strengthened in this conclusion by the be- 
lief that congress will yet grant aid to the territory in accomplish- 
ing so desirable an object, and thus prevent the necessity of resort- 
ing to direct taxation, 

With these views, they repectfully ask to be discharged from 
further consideration of the subject. 

Respecifully submitted.” 

. On motion of Mr, Hunkins, 

The said report was accepted and the anes discharged 
from the furtker consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Darling, from the judiciary comimiltee, to which a petition 
was referred, by leave reported 

No. 20, (H.) “A bill for the relief of the town of SUED in 
Walworth county,” 
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Which was read the first and second times.” 

Mr. Hunkins gave notice that he should, on a future day, by 
leave, introduce a bill to amend an act of the statutes entitled 
“an act regulating marriages.” 

Mr. Graut gave notice that he should, ona futute day, by leave, 
introduce a bill to change the time of holding annual town meetings, 

Bills on their passage being announced, 

The undermentioned bills were severally read the third time, 
passed, and their titles agreed to, to wit: 

No. 9, (C.) “A bill to amend the act to provide for the election 
of sheriffs, judges of probate, and justices of the peace, and for 
other purposes;” 

No. 4, (H.) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual: 
meetings of the several boards of county supervisors.” 

On motion of Mi, Agry, 

The message from the council was taken up, when 

The amendments made by the council to bill 

No, 12, (H.) “A bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled 
‘an act to prescribe the mode of proceeding in chancery, ” 

Were read and concurred in. 

No. 20, (C.) “A bill to repeal an act toestablish the University 
of Wisconsin,” . 

Was read the first and second times. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, i 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house, for the consideration of bill l 

No. 18, (H.) ʻA bill to establish a ferry across the Mississippi 
river,” 

Mr, Parsons in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported the said bill without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

Ordered, that said bill do lie on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins moyed that the house do now adjourn until half 
past two o’clock, P. M., when 

Mr. Hunkins moved to adjourn; > 

And the question of adjoyrnment being privileged, was. first 
put on the motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

And passed in the affirmativé; 

So the house adjourned. 
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FRIDAY, January 5, 1844, 


Mr. Long, a member from the county of Iowa, appeared and 
took his seat. 

The undermentioned petitions were severally presented and re- 
ferred, as fallows, to wit: 

By Mr, Hunkins, the petition of inhabitants of the town of New 
Berlin, praying for the construction of a bridge across the Mil- 
waukee river, at Walker’s Point; 

Referred to the committee on internal improvements. 

By Mr. Elmore, the petition of Ira Blood, G. W. Yearly, and 
one hundred and four others, praying for the same object; 

Referred to the same committee. 

By Mr. Birchard, the petition of fifty-three inhabitants of Wis- 
consin, praying for the same object; 

Referred to the same committee. 

By Mr. Tripp, the petition of inhabitants of the town of Gene- 
va, praying for a division of said town; 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

By Mr. Trowbridge, the petition of Seth Warner, and other cit- 
izens of school district No. 1, in the town of Rochester, praying 

' for an act to enable said district to raise money to pay the debts 
' of said district; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

By Mr, Platt, the petition of B. R. Sanders, and other citizens 
of the county of Grant, praying for the appointment of new com- 
missioners to lay out a territorial road; 

Referred to the committee on roads. _ 

By Mr. Darling, the petition of Elbert Dickason, and two hun- 
dred and fifty other citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the passage 

- of a memorial to congress, asking remuneration for property de- 
stroyed by the Winnebago Indians, accompanied by a letter from 
the secretary of war; 

Referred to the judiciary committee, 

The undermentioned petitions were severally presented, and 
ordered to lie on the table, to wit. 
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By Mr. Hicks, The petition of Thomas F. Dudley and others, 
of the county of Grant, praying for a ferry across the Mississippi ` 
river, at Boat-yard Hollow. 

By Mr. Platt, the petition of citizens of the county of Grant, 
for the same object. 

A message from the council, by their secretary; 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 5, (C.) * Memorial to congress fora donation of land to im- 
prove the Grant river slough; also, 

No. 15, (C.) € A bill to repeal ‘an act entitled an act for the re- 
lief of insolvent debtors,’ approved January 13, 1840; also, 

No, 23, (C.) ‘A bill to define the boundaries of certain counties. 
therein named, and for other purposes;? also, 

No. 19, (C.) ‘A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act respecting 
judgments in criminal cases and the execution thereof?” 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported the 
following to be correctly enrolled, which were signed by the speak- 
er, to wit: 

“An act to amend an act entitled ‘an act to prescribe the mode 
of proceeding in chancery;’” 

“An act to authorize re village of Racine to borrow money, 
and for other purposes.” 

The message from the council was taken up, when the under- 
mentioned bills and memorial were severally read the first and 
second times, to wil: 

No. 5, (C.) “ Memorial to congress for a donation of land to im- 
prove the Grant river slough;” 

No. 15, (C.) “A bill to repeal an act entitled ‘an act for the re- 
lief of insolvent debtors,’ approved January 13, 1840,” 

No. 19, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act respecting 
judgments in criminal cases, and the execution thereof;” 

No. 23, (C.) “A bill to define the boundaries of certain coun- 
ties therein named, and for other purposes.” 

On motion of Mi, Ellis, 

Ordered, that bills Nos. 15 and 19 aforesaid, be referred to the > 

committee on the judiciary, 
On mm iion of Mr. Platt, 

The house took, up preamble and resolution 

No. 18, (H.) “ Preamble and Resolution relative to the forma- 
tion of a state government.” 
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Mr, Platt moved to amend said resolution by striking out the 
first, second, third, and part of the fourth lines in the résolution, 
and substituting the following in lieu thereof; to wit: 

« Resolved, by the house of representatives, that the committee 
on tertitorial affairs, to whom was referred the petition of the in- 
habitants of Milwaukee county in relation to a state govern- 
ment, be requested, if in their judgment they deem it proper, 
to report a bill, in which the following provision shall be i incorpo- 

~yated.” 

Pending the question thereon, a message from the governor, by 
his private secretary, Mr. Charles Doty, was received, to wit: 

“ Mr. Speaker: I am directed by. the governor to deliver to this 
house a message in writing.” 

Mr, Ellis moved that the said preamble and resolutions, and 
the amendments proposed by Mr. Platt be ueioreed to the com- 
mittee on territorial affairs. i 

Mr, Hunkins moved that the said preamble, resolutions and 
amendments, do lie on the table. 

Mr. Elmore moved to amend the motion made by Mr. Hunkins, 
by adding thereto the words, “until the 4th day of July next;” 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Hunkins, 

And the question being put on the adoption of the motion made 
by Mr. Hunkins, it passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for'by Mr, Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs, Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, El- 
mors, Grant, Hunkins, Long, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, 
Price, Trowbridge and Walker (speaker)—17, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, 
Thompson and Tripp—8, 

On motion of Mr, Hunkins, 

Ordered, that the majority and minority reports of the select 
committee relating lo the accounts of Daniel Baxter, be now 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Ordered, that the said reports wih the accompanying docu- 
ments be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house the message of the govern- 
or this day received, to wit: 


g 


128 


i To the House of Representatives: 
I have this day approved and deposited in the office of the sec. 
retary of the territory a bill entitled 
‘An act to authorize the collector of the town of Janesville to 
collect certain taxes and for. other purposes.’ 
i J. D. DOTY, 


Executive Department, 
Wisconsin, Jan. 5, 1844.” 


Mr. Elmore moved that resolution No. 12, (H.) entitled “Reso- 
lution relative to an adjournment of the assembly without day,” 
be taken up. 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

And a division being called, 

There were ayes 6, noes 12, 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 

Ordered, that the following entitled resolution be taken up and 
referred to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 4, (H.) “Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an ap- 
propriation to replenish the library.” ` 

On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 18, (H.) “A bill to empower the president and trustees of 
the village of Southport to discontinue a street. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be taken up and refer- 
red to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 16, (H.) “A bill to establish a ferry across the Mississppi 
river.” 

Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house, for the consideration of said bills, No. 16 and 19, 
and resolution No, 4 

Mr. Birchard in the chair, 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by 
their chairman reported said bill No. 16, and resolution No. 4, 
with an amendment to each, and bill No. 19 without amendment; 

Which report,was concurred in by the house, and said bills and 
resolution severally ordered to be engrossed for the third read- 
ing. ’ 
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On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be taken up, to wit: 

No. 8, (H) “A bill to provide for assessing and collecting the 
county revenue for the county of Grant,” and 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that said Lill be referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr, Elmore, hy leave, introduced the following resolution, to wit? 

Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that the 
prescnt session of the legislative assembly shall cease and deter- 
mine on Thursday, tle 25th day of January, instant.” 

Mr. Thompson moved to amend said resolution by striking 
out the figures “25th,” and inserting in lieu thereof the figures 
“31st.” 

Mr. Platt moved that the said resolution and amendment do 
lie on the table; 

And the question being put thereon, 

Jt passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the afi: mutive were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birehard, Capron, Crossman, Grant, Masters, 
Messrrsmith, Meeker, Palmer, Platt, Tripp, and Trowbridge—12, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Darling, Ellis, Muore, Wicks, Hopkins, Long, 
Parsons, Price, Thompson, and Walker, (speaker)—L1. 

On motion of Mr, Birtett, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be now taken up and 
referred tothe committe ofthe whole bouse, to wit: s 

No. 20, (FL) “A bill for the relief of the town of Sharon, in 
Walworth county.” 

Thereupon, the house resolved iiselP into the committee of the 
whole house for the consideration of said bill, 

Mr. Grant in the chair. 

And after a short time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported said bill without amendment; 

Which was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On mation of Mr, Messersmith, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be taken up and re-com- 
mitted to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 18,(C.) A bill to incorporate the trustees o the village of 
Mineral Point,” : 
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On motion of Mr. Capron, 


Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be taken up and referred 
to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 


No. 19, (H) “A bill to divorce Webster Pease from his wife 


Lucinda Pease,” 

Thereupon, the house considered said bills in committee of 
the whole, 

Mr. Dorling in the chair. 

Pending the report of the committee, the secretary of the coun+ 
cil being announced, 

The speaker took the chair, when the following message was 
received, to wit: 

“Mr, Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 10,(H.) ‘A bill to organize the county of Sauk, for county, 
judicial, and other purposes,’ 

With amendments, in which I-am directed to ask the concur- 
rence of this house.” 

The committee then resumed its session, and after a short 
time spent therein, rose, and by their chairman reported back to 
the house said bills with amendments to each, in which the house 
concurred. 

Bill No. 13, (C.) was ordered to the third reading. 

Pending the question on ordering bill No. 19, (H.) to be en- 
grossed for the third reading, 

Mr. Elmore moved that said bill do lie on the table. 

Which was disagreed to. 

The reading of the petition of Webster Pease and accompany- 
ing affidavits having been called for, were read by the clerk, 

A call of the house was made, when Messrs. Agry and Mana 
han were reported to be absent. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Mr. Manahan was excused from attendance. 

The speaker having informed the house of the illness of Mr. 
Agry, f 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Further proceedings in the call of the house were dispensed 
with. 

The question was then put on ordering said bill No. 19, (HL) to 
be engrossed for the third 1eading, 

And passed in the affirmative. 
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And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Elmore, 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, 

Messrs, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Grant, Hopkins, Hankins, Long, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, 
Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Thompson, Tripp, Trow- 
bridge, and Walker (speaker) —22. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Elmore and Hicks—2. 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

‘The message from the council was taken up; when 

The amendments made by the council to bill No. 10, (H: ) were 
read and concurred in, entitled 

“A bill to organize the county of Sauk for county, judienty and 
pther purposes.” 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 

The house adjourned. 


SATURDAY, January 6, 1844. * 


The undermentioned petitions and remonstrance were several- 
ly presented and referred, as follows, to wit: 

By Mr. Crossman, the petition of the county commissioners of 
the county of Green, praying for the passage of an act to enable 
the register of deeds of said county to procure certain copies of 
records from the counties of Milwaukee and Iowa; f 

Referred to the following select committee, to wit: Messrs, 
Crossman, Messersmith, and Palmer. 

By Mr. Olin, the petition of R, Blount and eighty other citi- 
zens from the county of Milwaukee, on the canal grant, praying 
for the passage of an act to suspend the payment of the purchase 
money of the canal lands; 

Refeired to the committee on territorial affairs, 

By Mr. Trowbridge, the remonstrance of Shubal R. Lewis and 
other citizens of the county of Racine, against the annexation of 
any portion of eastern Burlington to any other town or towns; 
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Referred to the committee on corporations. 

By Mr. Messersmith, the petition of Charlotte E. Coghlin, pray- 
ing fora divorce; 

- Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

By Mr, Masters, the petition of Silas D. Stiles and other citizens 
from the counties of Jefferson and Dodge, praying that a territorial 
road may be laid out from the village of Lake Mitls, in Jefferson 
county, to Beaver Dam, in Dodge county; 

Referred to the committee on roads, 

Also, a petition from citizens of the counties of Jeffersen and 
Walworth, relating to the discontinuance of a certain territorial 
road; 

Which wasalso referred to the same committee. 

By Mr. Grant, the petition from citizens of the town of Bur- 
lington, in the county of Racine, for the formation of a new town, 
to be called Bloomfield; 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Caprou gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day, 
he should ask leave to introduce a bill, entitled 

“A bill to authorize the free inhabitants of Wisconsin (including 
all fcreigners) to vote on a certain day for delegates to forin a state 
government.” 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that 
they did un this day present to the Governor for his approval, 

“An act to amend an act to prescribe the mode of proceeding in 
chancery ;”’ also 

“An act to authorize the village of Racine to borrow money, and 
for other purposes.” 

Mr. Crossman, from the committec on engrossed bills, reporied 
as correctly engrossed, the following bills and resolution, to wit: 

No. 19, (H.) “A bill to divorce Webster Pease from his wife 
Lucinda Pease ;” 

No. 18, (H.) “A bill to empower the president and trustees of 
the village of Seuthport to discontinue a street ;” 

No. 16, (H.) “A bill to establish a ferry across the Mississippi 
pes f 

» 20, (IT) “A bill for the relicf of the town of Sharon, in 
ae county 3” 

No. 4, (H.) “ Resolgtion fo appoint an agent to receive an ap- 

propriation to replenish the Library ;” 
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Mr. Hunkins, from the commiltee on internal improvement, to 
which several petitions had been referred, reported the following 
bill, which was reed the first and second times, to wit: 

No. 21, (H }“A bill to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Milwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee.” 

Bills on their passage being announced hy the speaker, the un- 
dermentioned bills and resolution were severally read the third 
time, passed, and the titles thereof agieed to, to wit: 

No, 18, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the trustees of the village 
of Mineral Point; 

No. 16, (H.) “A bill to establish a ferry across the Mississippi 
river;” 

No. 18, (FL) A bill to ernpower the president and trustees of 
the village of Southport to discontinue a street;” 

No. 19, (H) “A bill to divorce Webster Pease from his wife, 
Lucinda Pease ;” 

No. 4, (H.) “ Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an ap- 
propriation to replenish the library,” 

On the passage of bill No. 19, aforesaid, the ayes and noes hav- 
ing been called for by Mr. Elmore, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Buchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, 
Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, Hunkins, Long, Masters, Messersimith, 
Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Thompson, Tripp, 
Trowbridge, and Walker (spk’r )—23. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Elmore, Hicks, and Manahan—é, 

Bill No. 20, (H.) “ A bill for the relief of the town of Sharon, 
in Walworth county,” was read the third time, and 

Ou motion of Mr, Darling, 

Was atnended, by the unanimous consent of the house, by in- 
setting the word “ now” between the words “ may” and “exist,” 
in the first section; - 

And was then passed, ard the title thereof agreed to. 

Mr. Palmer gave notice that on some future day he should ask * 
Jeave to introdace a bill to prohibit the circulation of bills of for- 
eign bauks within the limits of the territory of Wisconsin. 

On motion of Mr Ellis, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole house 

for the consideration of bill 
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No. 13, (H.) “A bill to set off the town of Howard, in the coun. 
ty of Brown;” 

Mr. Long in the chair; 

And after a short time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported that they had made some progress 
therein, and desired leave to sit again thereon; 

Leave was accordingly granted. 

A message from the governor, by his private secretary, Mr. 
Charles Doty; 

“ Mr. Speaker: I am directed by the governor to. deliver to this 
house a message in writing.” 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 
Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be taken up and con- 
sidered in the committee of the whole house, to wit: 
vo, 5, (C.) “A bill to provide for the election of a printer. to, 
the legislative assembly.” 
On motion of Mr, Platt, 
` Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the same 
committec, to wit: ` 

No. 14, (H.) “A bill to provide for the appointment of a print- 
er to the Jegislative assembiy of the territory of Wisconsin.” 

Thereupon, the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house, for the consideration of the aforementioned bills; 

Mr. Olin in the chair; 

And after a short time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported said bills back to the house without 

amendment. 

Pending the question on ordering said bill No. 5, (C.) to the 
third reading, 

Mr, Platt moved to amend said bill by mies out all after the 
enacting clause, and inserting the following, to wit: 

Section 1. That in order more certainly to secure skill, de- 
spatch and responsibility, in the execution of the printing of.the 
legislative assembly, the governor shall nominate, and by and with 
the advice of the legislative council shall appoint a printer to per- 
form the necessary printing for the legislative assembly, and who 
shall be known and styled “the printer to the legislative assembly 
of Wisconsin.” , 

Sec. 2, The said officer so appointed shall execute to the ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin a bond in the penal sum of thousand 
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dollars, with at least two sufficient freeholders as sureties, to be 
approved of by the presiding officers of the council and house of 
representatives, conditioned for the faithful performance of the 
duties enjoined upon him by this act, whicli bond shall be depos: 
ited with the clerk of the supreme court for safe keeping. 

Sec. 3. That the said “printer to the legislative assembly,” 
shall procure good and sufficient type and other materials for exe- 
cuting the printing of the laws, journals, and all other papers and 
documents that may be ordered by the legislative assembly, or 
either branch thereof, and keep the same at the town of Madison, 
and to be at all times in readiness to execute the printing afore- 
said in a neat and workmanlike manner, and with the utmost des- 


patch. 
Sec. 4, That the said printer shall have the laws, journals, bills, 


reports, or other documents, executed in the following manner, to 
wit: the laws and journals printed in medium octavo form, on a 
neat long primer type; the bills to be printed in folio foolscap, on 
small pica type, each page to contain not less than twenty-five of 
solid matter, of the usual length, with at least a pica blank between 
each line; the reports, messages, and other documents, with the 
exception of such tabular work as may not admit of if, printed on 
type of the same size, and contain as much solid matter in each 
page, as the laws and journals. : 

Sec. 5. The said printer shall print such number of copies of 
the laws and journals as may be directed by law, or resolutions of 
the legislative assembiy, and have the same delivered over to the 
superintendentof territorial property within days after . 
the adjournment of each session of the legislative assembly, unless 
further time be allowed, and shall have executed and delivered 
over to` the clerks of the council and house of representatives, 
such number of copies of reports, bills, and other documents, as 
may be directed by the council or house of representatives. And 
the manner or form of printing the same shall be varied whenever 
directed by the legislative assembly. 

Sec. 6. The said printer shall print, fold, press; and stitch, the 
laws, journals, reports, and documents, and all other printing which 
may be ordered by the legislative assembly, for which he shal} re- 
ceiye the compensation hereinafter provided. 

Sec, 7, The said printer shall receive for his services the follow- 


ing prices: fifty-six cents per thousand ems for composition, and 
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seventy-five cents per thousand ems for rule and figure work; fifty. 
six cents per token of two hundred and forty impressions, for press 
work; for folding, pressing, and stitching the laws and journals, 
twenty-five cents per copy; to be piid by the secretary out of any 
funds that may be appropriated by congress to defray the expen. 
ses of the legislative assembly. 

Sec. 8. [t shall be the duty of the superintendent of territorial 
property to examine and compare the journals and laws, when 
they shall be delivered to him by the printer, and if the same he 
correctly printed, and executed ina neat and workmanlike man- 
net, he shall give a receipt to the printer, specifying the number of 
copies delivered, and the amount of compensation to which the 
printer is entitled, agreeable to the provisions of the seventh sec- 
tion of this act; which receipt shall be presented to the legislative 
assembly before any appropriation shall be made to said printer. 

Sec. 9. Thatin case of the neglect or inability of the said prin 
ter to print the laws and journals within the time limited by this 
act, the superintendent of territorial property is hereby authorized 
and required to employ another printer to print, fold, press, and 
stitch the same; and the excess in the account of such printer so 
empioyed for executing such wok, above what is herein allowed 
to the printer to the legislative assembly, shall be charged to said 
printer to the legislative assembly, guilty of such negligence or 
delay. | 

Sec, 10. That the term of office of said printet so appointed, 
shall be for two years, and until his: successor is appointed and 
qualified; except the printer first appointed under this law, who. 
shall hold his office until the expiration of the session of the legis- 
lature in the years 1845-6, 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Messersunih, Palmer, and Platt—4. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, El- 
more, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Long, Manihin, Masters, Meeker, 
Olin, Parsons, Price, Thompson, Tripp, Trowbridge, and Walker 
(speaker)—22, 

Mr. Hicks moved to amend the bill by striking out all after see- 
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tion one, and inserting the same amendment moved by Mr, Platt, 
except the first section; 

And pending the question thereon, 

Mr. Thompson moved that said billand amendment do lie on 
the table until Tuesday next; 

And the question being put thereon, it passed in thé negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called fur by Mr. Thompson; 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Elmore, Hopkins, Messersmith, Olin; 
Platt, Price, Thompson, and Tripp—10. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hicks, 
Hankins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Palmer, Parsons, 
Trowbridge, and Walker \spk’r.)—16. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Hicks; 

And being put, it passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr: Thompson; 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Elmors, Hicks, Hopkins, and Platt—4. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling; 
Ellis, Grant, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, 
Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Price, Thompson, Tripp, Trow- 
bridge, and Walker (spk’r.)—22. 

The question was then put on ordering the said bill to a third 
reading; - 

And it passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, , 
Grant, Hunkins, Long. Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Parsons, 
Price, Trowbridge, and Walker (spk’r )—16. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Olin, 
Palmer, Platt, Thompson, and Tripp—10. 

The speaker laid before the house the message-of his excellen- 
cy the governor, received this morning, notifying the house that 
he had on this day approved a bill, entitled 

“An act to prescribe the mode of proceeding in chancery ;” 

Also, a communication of David Bonham, enclosing the pros 
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ceedings of a meeting held on the canal grant, relating to the Mil- 
waukee and Rock river canal, and the lands granted for the con- 
struction of said canal; 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

« Resolved, That the chief clerk in making up the proceedings, 
except from the copy of the journal for the printer of the daily 
slips, a copy at length of bill No. 14, moved as an amendment to 
bill No. 5, by Mr. Platt, and also that part of No. 14, moved as an 
amendment to No. 5, by Mr. Hicks.” 

And objection being made to said resolution, 

Mr. Ellis asked leave to withdraw the same; 

When Mr. Hicks said he should offer the same resolution, and 
call for the ayes and noes on the question of its adoption; 

And pending the question on granting leave to Mr. Ellis to 
withdraw the said resolution, 

Mr. Thompson moved that the house do now adjourn; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative; 

And a division being called 

There were ayes 14, noes not counted. 

So the house adjourned. 


MONDAY; January 8, 1844. 


Mr, Hicks’moved that the journal of Saturday be amended in 
the proceedings relative to a resolution offered by Mr. Ellis, to 
read as follows, to wit: 

“s When Mr. Hicks said he should move to have said resolution 
spread upon the journal.” 

And the question being put thereon, it passed in the negative. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: - | 


“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed No, 15, (C.) ‘Resolu- 
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tion directing the select committee therein named to report,’ in 
which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

The undermentioned petitions were severally presented and 
referred, as follows, viz: 

By Mr. Hunkins: the petition of Patrick Rogan and other citi- 
zens of the county of Jefferson, for an act to lay out a territorial 
road from Watertown, in said county, to Madison; 

Referred to the committee on roads. 

By Mr. Masters: the petition of William C. Wright and other 
citizens of the towns of Jefferson and Oakland, praying that a por- 
tion of the town of J efferson be set off and attached to the town of 
Oakland; ° 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Hunkins also presented three petitions of citizens of the 
county of Milwaukee for the construction of a bridge across the 
Milwaukee river at Walker’s Point; 

Which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Birchard, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the treasurer of the territory report to the house 
of representatives the amount of duplicate receipts remaining in 
his hands, and not delivered up to the secretary of the territory, 
which were delivered to him in pursuance of the provision of an 
act entitled “an act to authorize the issuing of drafts or bills for 
the payment of the expenses of the present session of the legisla- 
ture,” approved February 15, 1842, designating by whom such 
duplicate receipts were executed, respectively, the respective 
amounts of each, and for what purpose issued. 

Mr. Crossman, from the select committee to which a petition 
on the subject had been referred, reported the undermentioned 
bill, to wit: 

No. 22, (H.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Green to procure certain copies of records in the offices 
of the register of deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties; 

Which was read the first and second time. 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that 
they did this day present to the governor for his approval, 

“An act to amend an act to proyjde for the election of sheriffs, 
judges of probate, and justices of the peace, and for other pur- 
poses,” 
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. Mr. Agry, from the committee on. the judiciary, to which was 
referred the petition of Charlotte E Coghlan, praying for a divorce, 
from her husband William Coghlan, reported that the prayer of 
the petitioner ought not to be granted, and moved that the report: l 
be accepted, and the committee discharged from the further con- 

sideration thereof. - 
Pending the question on adopting the report of the committee, 


Mr. Hicks moved that the petition and report do lie on the ta- 
ble; : 


Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Hicks then moved that the senno and report be referred 
to the committee of the whole house; 

And the question being put thereon, 

Tt passed in the affirmative. 

A division being called, there were ayes 14, noes not counted. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed resolution No. 14, (C.) 
‘Resolution inquiring of the sclect committee on state govern- 
ment when they will report;’ and also . 

No. 4, (H ) ‘A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meetings of the several bourds of county commissioners,’ with an 
amendment, in which Iam directed to ask the concurrence of this 
house. 

The council have appointed Messrs. Newland and Barbera new 
committee of conference on the disagreement of the two houses 
on the amendment of this house to resolution 


No. 11, (C.) ć Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands.’ 


“ 


_ And ask another conference with the house of representatives.” 

Mr. Ellis, from the committee on corporations, to which a peti- 
tion was referred, reported the undermentioned. bill, to wit: 

No. 23, “A bill to authorize David Jones and Erastus Bailey to 
maintain a darn across the Pish-te-go river;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

Biils on their third reading were announced by the speaker, 
when 

The undermentioned bill was read the third time, to wit: 

No. 5, (C.) “A bill to provide for the election of a printer to 
the legislative assembly ;” and, 

On motion of Mr. D-ring, 
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Was amended by the unanimous consent of. the house by pre- 
fixing an enacting clause thereto; 

And was then passed, and the title thereof agreed to. - 

The ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, on the 
passage of the said bill, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
‘Grant, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Parsons, 
Trowbridge, and Walker (speaker)—15. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Olin, 
Palmer, Platt, Price, Thompson, and Tripp—11. 

The house proceeded to cunsider the unfinished business of 
Saturday, when the undermentioned bill, to wit: 

No. 14, (H.) “A bill to provide for the appointment of a printer 
to the legislative assembly of the territory of Wisconsin,” was, 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The question was then put on granting leave to Mr. Ellis to 
withdraw the resolution offered by him on the 6th inst. relating to 
printing in the daily slips the several amendments offered by 
Messrs. Platt and Hicks to bill No. 5, (C.) 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

The message from the council was taken up, when 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

The undermentioned rosolution was amended by striking out 
the word “ Tuesday,” and inserting “ Thursday ™ in lieu thereof, 
and wasthen adopted, to wit: 

No. 15, (C.)“ Resolution directing the select committee therein 
named to report,” 

And is as follows: 

“Resolved, the house of representatives concurring, that the 
joint select committee ‘appointed under the resolution of Aprik 
15th, 1843, to ascertain the terms on which a settlement could 
be effected with the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company, 
be directed to report on Tuesday next.” 

The amendment to bill 

No. 4#(H.) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meetings of the several boards of county supervisors,” 

Was read and concurred in. 
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On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the message o to resolution No. 11, (C.) 
« Resolution relative to the selection of seminary lands,” do lie 
on the table. - | 

Mr. Platt gave notice that he should, on a future day, introduce 
an address to the secretary of the treasury, praying that he will 
direct a different manner of settlement of the accounts of the 
marshal of this territory. 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The house took up resolution 

No. 12, (H.) “ Resolution relative to an adjournment of the as- 
sembly without day;” and 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The blank therein was filled with the word “ twenty.” 

Mr. Darling moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
word “ next,” after the word “ January.” 

Which was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

Ordered, that said resolution do lie on the table until Monday 
next. f 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

No. 15, (H.} “ Resolution relative to the adjournment of the 
present session of the legislative assembiy: 

“ Resolved, That the present session of the legislative assembly, 
if the council concur, shall cease and determine on the first day 
of February next.” 

And the question being put on the adoption thereof, 

It passed in the affirmative, 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Ellis, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Massrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, 
Grant, Hopkins, Long, Olin, Parsons, Platt, Price, Soap on, sad 
Walker (speakéer)— 15. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Capron, Hicks, Hunkins, Manahan, Masters, 
Messersmith, Meeker, Palmer, Tripp and an ai 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole house, 
having the following memorial and bill under consideration, 
to wit: 
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No. 5, (C.) “ Memorial to congress for a donation of land to 
improve the Grant river slough;” 

No, 20, (C.) “A bill to repeal an act to establish the university 
of Wisconsin ;” 

No. 23, (C.) “A bill to define the boundaries of certain coun- 
ties therein named, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Meeker in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose and reported the said me- 
morial and bill No. 20, without amendment, and asked leave to sit 
again for the consideration of bill No. 23. 

Memorial No. 5, (C .} was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 

Ordered, that bill No. 20 do lie on zhe table. 

Leave was granted to the committee to sit again for the con- 
sideration of bill No. 23. 

Mr. Agry, by leave, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the judiciary committee be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of so altering the existing law relating to 
township and county governmentas to admit of the annual meet- 
ing of the board of supervisors of the several counties at some 
time other than on the first Tuesday of September, and to report 
by bill or otherwise.” 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bills be now considered in 
the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 9, (H.) “A bill respecting the office of register of deeds for 
the county of Brown;” 

No. 13, (H.) “A bill to set off the town of Howard, in the 
county of Brown.” 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the saine 

committee, to wit: l 


No. 5, (H.) “A bill to amend an act concerning the City of the 
Four Lakes.” | 

The house then resolved itself into the committee of the whole 
house on the said bills, . 

Mr. Messersmith in the chair; 

And after some spent therein, the committee by their chairman 
reported Nos, 5 and 13 with, and No. 9 without amendment. 


144 


Bill No. 9 was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The question was then put on agreeing to the amendment made 
by the judiciary committee, and 1ecommended by the committee 
of the whole house to bill No. 5, (which was to strike out the 
enacting clause,) 

And decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was negatived. 

The amendments to bill No. 13, were then agreed to, and the 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Ellis offered the following resolution, which, 

On motion of Mr, Palmer, 

Was ordered to lie on the table, io wit: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing the act concerning the 
City of the Four Lakes, approved April 15th, 1843.” 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported “An 
act to organize the county of Sauk” to be correctly enrolled; 

Which was signed by the speaker, 

On motion of Mr, Trowbridge, 

The house adjourned. 


TUESDAY, January 9, 1844. 


Mr. Trowbridge presented the petition of S. Doolittle and other 
citizens of the town of Southport, praying the passage of a law 
granting to Jared Lake the privilege of extending a wharf into 
Lake Michigan; . 

Which was referred to the committee on incorporations. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 15, (H ) ‘Resolution relative to the adjournment of the 
present session of ihe assembly,’ with an amendment, in which I 
am directed toask the concurrence of this house; 
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And have concurred in the amendment of this house to 

No. 15,(C.) ‘Resolution directing the select committee there- 
in named to report;’ 

And have passed 

No. 4, (C.) ‘Memorial to congress praying for the evacuation of 
Fort Crawford; also, 

No, 22, (C,) ‘A bill to amend an act concerning notaries pubs 
lic,’ in which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house. 

The governor has notified’ the council that he did on the 18th 
December ult., approve and sign 

‘An act giving to Henry, alias Henry Tutt, the name of Henry 
Early; and 

‘A memorial to congress for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers; and also, on the 20th of December, 

‘Memorial fora re-appropriation of certain monies to complete 
the light house on Grassy Island, near the mouth of Fox river;’ 
and also, on the 27th of December, 

‘An act to enable school district number four, im the town of 
Janesville, to levy a tax for the purpose of building or purchasing 
a school housc;’ and also, on the 3d day of January inst, 

‘An act to amend the act to incorporate the Fox River Im- 
provement Company; and 

‘An act to authorize the register of deeds of the county of 
Grant, to procure certain records in the office of the register of 
deeds of the county of Iowa; and also, on the 6th of January 
inst., 

‘An act to authorize the pe of Racine to borrow money and 
, for other purposes; 

And that he did deposite Tee same severally in the office of the 
secretary of the territory. 

The council have also passed 

No. 20, (H.) ‘A bill for the relief of the town of Sharon, in Wal- 
worth county.’ ” 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, introduced the following resolution, to wit: 

No. 16, (H.) ‘Resolution relative to the extinguishment of the 
Indian title to lands therein mentioned;’ 

Which was read the first and second time. 

Mr. Masters introduced the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the committee on incorporations in the inves- 
tigation of the subject relating to the Wisconsin Marine and Fire 
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Insurance Company, be authorized (if they deem it necessary) to 
- summons witnesses and to administer oaths; 

Which was adopted, 

Mr, Elmore, at the request of Mr. Hicks, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the house refused on vesterday to amend the 
journal.. 

The speaker decided that the hour devoted to morning business 
not having expired, the motion would not be strictly in order at 
this time. 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed, 

No, 9, (H.) “A bill for an act respecting the office of the regis- 
ter of deeds of Brown county.” 

Mr. Darling, from the committee on territorial affairs, to whom 
was referred a petition of citizens of Washington county, praying 

-for the passage of a law, authonzing them to hold a special elec 
tion to elect a clerk of the board of commissioners, a register of 
deeds, and one schoo! commissioner, to fill vacancies in those sev- 
eral offices, made the following report, to wit: 

“That from a careful examination of the law, it appears that 
the county commissioners already have authority to fill the vacan- 
cies of clerk and register until the next annual election; and that 
a majority of school commissioners can perform all duties of that 
board. Your committec, therefore, are of the opinion that the 
granting of the prayer of the petitioners would be subjecting the 
county to unnecessary expense, and they therefore report, that it 
is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject, and ask to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 

Respecifully submitted, by order of the committee, 

M. C. DARLING, Chairman.” 

Which report, 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Was Jaid on*the table. 

Mr. Darling, from the same committee, to which a petition on 
the subject had been referred, reported the following bill, to wit: 

No. 24, (i1.) “A bill in relation to the qualificatioa of voters for 
state government and for the election of delegates to forma state 
constitution ;” . 

Which was tead the first and second time. 

Mr. Platt gave notice that he would at the proper time, offer 
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amendments to the said bill as reported by the committee on ter- 
ritorial affairs, which shall authorize the people of this territory, in- 
cluding all free white male inhabitants, wherever born, to vote at 
the next general election, for or against the formation of a state 
government. | 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolment, reported the un- 
dermentioned bills to be correctly enrolled, to wit: 

No. 4, (H.) “A bill to change the time of holding the annual 
meeting of the several boards of county supervisors;” 

No. 5, (C.) “A bill to provide for the election of a printer to. 
the legislative assembly ;” 

Which were then signed by the speaker. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from Alex- 
ander Mitchell, secretary of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insu- 
rance Company, which was read; and 

On'motion of Mr, Darling, 

Referred to the committee on corporations. [Sum Aprenprx.] 

Bills, &&c.on their third reading being announced by the speaker, 
when memorial | 

No. 5, (C.) was read the third time, passed, and the title agreed 
to, to wit: 
= “Memorial to congress for a donation of land to improve the. 
Grant river slough.” 

The undermentioned bill was read the third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered, to lie on the table, and be made the special order of 
the day, for Tuesday next, to wit: 

No. 9, (H.) “A bill respecting the office of the register of deeds 
for the county of Brown.” 

Mr. Hicks, by leave, introduced the following Hanoi which 
was read the first and second times, to wit: 

No. 3, (IL) “Memorial to congress asking for a reduction ọn 
“etter postage, and for the abolishment of the franking pileges 

The message from the council was taken up; 

' When the undermentioned bill and memorial were severally 
read the first and second time, to wit: 

No, 32, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled an act concerning 
notaries public;? - 


No. 4, {C.) “Memorial to congress, praying for the avacuation 
of Fort Crawford i 


Ar 


148 

No. 15, (H.) “Resolution relative to the adjournment of the ` 
present session of the assembly,” and the amendment thereto 
made by the council, were read; 

When Mr. Olin moved that the same do lie on the table; 
And the question being put, 

It passed in the affirmative, 

And a division being called, there were ayes 15, noes not coun- 
ted. l 

Mr. Long from the committee on enrollment, reported as cor- 
rectly enrolled the following entitled bill, which was signed by the 
speaker, to wit: 

No. 13, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the trustees of the village of 
Mineral Point.” 

The hour devoted to morning business having expired, 
’ Mr. Elmore renewed the motion made by him this morning, to 
reconsider the vote by which the house refused on yesterday to 
amenc the journal at the instance of Mr, Hicks, 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hicks, 
"Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Hopkins, Masters, Palmer, Platt, Price, and 
Thompson—7. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, 
Grant, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Tripp, 
Trowbridge, and Walker (speaker)—16. 

Mr. Hicks, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

‘Resolved, That no motion or question not entertained by the 
house, or any remarks of any member in debate, be entered upon 
or make any part of the journal ;” 

And the question being put, on the adoption thereof, 

Tt passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hicks, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, ` 

Messrs. Elmore, Hicks, Palner, Platt, and Thompson—5. 

Those who voted inthe negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Capron, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, 
Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Price, 
Tripp, Trowbridge, and Walker, (speaker)—18 
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Mr. Crossman, by leave, and agreeably to previous notice given, 
introduced the following entitled bill, which was read the first and 
second times,and 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Was referred to the committee on the judiciary, to wit: 

No. 25, (HL) “A bill to incorporate the first congregationalist 
-church and society in Madison.” 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned resolution be taken up, to 
wit: l 

“ Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing the act concerning the 
City of the Four Lakes, approved April 15th, 1843.” 

And the question being put, on the adoption thereof, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

Qn. motion of Mr. Palmer, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill, be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 22, (H. ) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Green to procure certain copies of records in the office 
of the register of deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties,” 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, . 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be re-committed tc the 
committee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 13, (H.) “A bill to set off the town of Howard, in the coun- - 
ty of Brown. i 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 15, (H.) “A bill for an act tor the preservation of timber 
upon rivers and streams,” 

Thereupon, the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house, for the consideration of the aforementioned bills; 

Mr. Price in the chair; 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported bill No. 13 with, and No. 22 without 
amendment, and that they had made some progress on bill No. 15, 
and desired leave to sit again thereon. 

Leave was accordingly granted to sit again for the considera- 
tion of bill No. 15, when the amendment to bill No. 13 was con- 
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curred in, and the bill together with bill No. 22, were severally 
ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Agry, 
The house adjourned.. 


WEDNESDAY, January 10, 1844. 


The undermentioned petitions were severally presented and 
referred, to wit: i 

By Mr. Crossman: the petition of the county commissioners of 
the county of Dane, praying that the expenses of the prosecution 
of James R. Vineyard be paid by the territory; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

By Mr. Darling: the petition of citizens of Calumet county, 
praying that the county may be detached from the county of Brown, 
and attached to some other county more conveniently situated, to 
be organized for judicial purposes. Also, 

The petition of citizens of Calumet county, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law requiring the county of Brown to refund to the coun- 
ty of Calumet certain school moneys; 

Which were severally referred to the committee on the judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. Thompson: the petition of inhabitants of Wisconsin ter- 
ritory, praying for the passage efa law permitting David Merrill 
and others to build a bridge across Milwaukee river at Walker’s 
Point; : 

Referred to the committee on internal improvements. 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed : 

No. 18, (H.) “A bill to set off the town of Howard, in the coun- 
ty of Brown;” and 

No. 22, (H.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of-Green to procure certain copies of records in the office 
of register of deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties,’’. 
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Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled- bills, reported that 
they did, on this day, present to the gavernor for his approval: 

“An act to incorporate the trustees of the village of „Mineral 
Poini a 

“An act to change the time of holding the annual meetings of 
the several boards of county supervisors ;” 

“An act to organize the county of Sauk;” and 

“An act to provide for the election of a printer to the legisla- 
tive assembly.” 

Mr. Darling, from the committee on the judiciary, to which a 
petition on the subject had been referred, reported the uncermen- 
tioned bill, to wit: . 

No. 26, (II.) “A bill to authorize the trustees of school dis- 
trict No, 1, in the town -of Rochester, to collect certain moneys, 
and pay over to district No. 8;” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

A message from the council, by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The council hive passed the following, in 
which 1 am directed to ask the concurrence of this house, to wit: 

No. 7, (C.) ‘A bill to provide for the election of clerks of the 
boards of supervisors, and for other purposes;’ 

No. 28, (C) ‘A bill to authorize the erection ofa bridge across 
Root river; 

No. 27, (C.) “A bill prescribing the time of holding the anndal 
sessions’ of the legislative assembly ;” 

No, 28, (C.) ‘A bill to provide for the punishment of the offence 
of trespass on the lands of individuals, and for other purposes;’ 

No. 32, (C.) ‘A bill in relation to the territorial road from Min- 
eral Point, by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.’ 

And have passed 

No. 18, (H.) ‘A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 
the village of Southport to discontinue a street.’ ” l 

Bills on their passage being announced by the speaker, 

The undermentioned bill was read the third time, passed, and 
the title thereof agreed to, to wit: 

No. 22, CH.) “A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Green to procure certain copies of records in the office 
of register of deeds in Milwaukee and iowa counties.” 

The following entitled bill was read.the third time and passed, 
to wit: 
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No. 13, (H.) “A bill to set off the town of Howard, in the 
county of Brown.” 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The title to the said bill was amended to read “A bill to set of” 
the several towns therein named.” 

The message from the council wastaken up, when 

The undermentioned bills were severally read the first and 
second times, to wit: 

No. 82, (C.) “A bill inrelation to the territorial road from Min- 
eral Point, by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.” 

No. 28, (C.) “A bill to provide for the punishment of the 
offence of trespass on the lands of individuals, and .for other pur- 
poses;”” 

No. 27, (C.) “A bill prescribing the time of holding the annual 
session of the legislative assembly ;” 

No. 26, (C.) “A bill to authorize the erection of a bridge across 
Root river;” 

No. 7, (C.) “A bill to provide for the election of clerks of the 
boards of supervisors, and for other purposes.” 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from James 
Morrison, treasurer of the territory, in answer to a resolution of 
this house relating to the vouchers in his hands for which scrip 
was issued; which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Birchard, 

Referred to the committee on finance. [Sun APPENDIX] 

Mr. Elmore, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 

No. 17, (H.) “ Resolution concerning a light-house at Sauk 
Harbor,” as follows: 

“& Resolved, by the council and house of representatives of Wis- 
consin territory, that our delegate is hereby requested to urge 
upon congress the necessity of making am appropriation for the 
purpose of placing a revolving light at Sauk Harbor, within this 
territory.” 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered, that the reports of the select committee relative to 
the account of Daniel Bixter, be taken up for consideration. 

Mr, Crossman then moved that the majority report of said com- 
mittee be accepted, and the committee discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof; when, 
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Mr. Palmer moved to amend the motion so as to include the 
minority report; 
And the question being put € on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by Mr, Palmer, 
lt passed in the affirmative. , 
And then the motion of Mr. Crossman, as amended, was agreed 
to. 
The undermentioned resolution, reported by the majority òf 
said committee, was then read the first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 
The rule requiring ihe same to be printed was suspended, viz: 
_ No. 5, (EL) “Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel 
Baxter.” 
On motion of Mr. Agry; 
Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the cont: 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: - l 
No. 15, (H.) “A bill for an act for the preservation of timibet 
upon rivers and streams.” . 
On motion of Mr. Tripp; 
Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the cori- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 
No. 82, (C.) “A bill in relation to the territorial road from Min- 
eral Point, by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.” 
On motion of Mr. Elunkins, ~ 
Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the coni? 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 
No. 21, (H.) “A bill to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Milwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee.” 
On motion of Mr. Manahan, 
Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the coni: 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 
No. 23, (C.) “A biil to define the boundaries of certain coun: 
ties therein named, and for other purposes.” . 
Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house, for the consideration of the aforementioned bills; 
Mr. Elmore in the chair. 
After some time spent therein, the committee rose and reported 
No. 15 with, and Nos. 23 and 32 without amendment; and that 


they had made some progress in bill No. 21, and desired leave to 
sit again thereon. 
20 
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- On motion of Mr. Manahan, 
Order ed, that bill No. 23 be indefinitely postponed. 
‘On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered, that bill No, 15 be laid on the table. 

Bill No. 32 was then ordered toa third reading; 

And leave granted to sit again for the consideration of bill 
No. 21. 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported the 
following to be correetly enrolled, which were signed by the speak= 
er, to wil: - 

-sAn act for the relief of the town of aiaton. in Walworth coun- 
iy: 

«Memorial to congress for a donation of land to improve the 
Grant river slough.” 

Mr. Palmer, by leave, and agreeably to notice previously given, 
introduced the following bill, which was read the first and second 
time, to wit: 

No. 27, (H.) “A bill to prohibit the circulation of the bills of 
foreign banks within the limits of the territory of Wisconsin.” 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered, that the aforementioned bill No. 27, be T and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr, Elmore moved that the undermentioned resolution be now 
taken up for consideration, to wit: : 

No. 15, (H.) “Resolution relative to the adjournment of the 
present session of the legislative assembly.” 

And the question being put thereon, 

it passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Elmore, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs, Bartlett, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, Hopkins, Long, Par- 
sons, Price, Thompson, Tripp and Walker, Cea 

Those who voted in the negative were, - 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Gant Hicks, Hun- 


kins, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Platt, and Trow- 
bridge—14, 


Mr. Darling, from the committee on the dietary to which 


several petitions on the subject had been referred, reported the 
uudermentioned bill, to wit: 
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No. 28, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Fond du Lac for 
judicial purposes ;” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

Mr, Crossman moved that the house adjourn until 2 o’clock this 
afternoon, when 

Mr. Elmore moved that the house do now adjourn. 

The speaker decided that the latter motion being privileged, 
would first be put. 

And the question being put thereon, . 

It passed in the affirmative. 

So the house adjourned. 


THURSDAY, January 11, 1844. 


‘Mr. Olin presented the-petition of C. Eastman, and other citi 
zens of Milwaukee, for the removal of vagrant Indians; 

Which was referred to the committee on territorial affairs. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication of M. M. 
Jackson, attorney general, relative to the suit of William Doughty, 
vs. the territory of Wisconsin; 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Long, 

Ordered, to be laid on the table and printed. [Sem APPEN- 
DIX. | 

Mr. Elmore, by leave, offered the following resolution, 

Which was adopted, to wit: 

t Resolved, That the committee of conference, on the disagree- 
ing vote of the two houses, on resolution relative to the location 
of university lands, be requested to report forthwith.” 

Mr. Platt, from the committee on mining and smelting, to which 
a resolution of this house on the subject had been referred, made 
a report relating the mineral lands of Wisconsin, and the leasing 
system, “[SEE APPENDIX. ] 
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Accompanied by the following memorial, to wit: 

No. 4, (H.) “An address of the counciland house of representa: 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States, concerning the mineral lands in 
the said territory; 

Which was read the first and second time. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

The said report was accepted, and five hundred copies thereof 
ordered to be printed. | 

A message from the council by their secretary: ° 

“Mr, Speaker: The council have pissed 

No. 31,(C.) ‘A bill to amend certain acts relative to the coun- 
ties of Dodge and Washingten;’ 

No. 24, (C.) ‘A bill to amend an act entitled an act concern- 
ing justices of the peace, and for other purposes;? : 

No. 88, (C.) ‘A bill to amend an act entitled an act to repealan 
act entitled an act to incorporate the stookholders of the Bank of 
Mineral Point, approved February 18th, 1842;_ 
` In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house ; 

And have passed 

No. 17, (H.) ‘Resolution concerning a light house at Sauk Har- 
þor?” 

Mr. Trowbridge, from the committee on roads, to which several 
petitions on the subject had been referred, reported the under- 
mentioned bill, 

No. 29, (HL) “A bill to establish certain territorial roads therein 
named; 
= Which was read the first and second time, 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported the 
following to be correctly enrolled: 

No. 18, (H.) “A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 
the village of Southport to discontinue a street;” which was 
signed by the speaker. 

Mr. Ellis, from the committee of conference, to whish resolu- 
tion No. 11, (C.) was referred, relating to the selection of semin- 
ary lands, reported that an informal meeting ofthe committee had 
been held, at which the chairman of the cemmittee on the part of 
the council recommended to the house to recede from its amend- 
ments, to which the committee on the part of the house could not 
accede; : 
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And he therefore moved that the said committee be dissolved, 

Mr. Parsons moved to amend the motion by adding to it the 
following words: 

“And that a new committee be appointed ;” 

Which was agreed to. 

And then the motion was adopted. 

Messrs. Price and Hunkins were appointed said committee on 
the part of this house, 

A message from the governor by Mr. Charles Doty, his private 
secretary ; 

Which the speaker laid before house, notifying it, that he had 
onthe 10th instant approved bills of the following titles, to wit: 

“An act to change the time for holding the annual meetings of 
the several boards af county supervisors; and 

“An act to organize the county of Sauk.” 

Mr. Darling moved to reconsider the vote by which the house 
on yesterday indefinitely postponed bill 

No, 23, (C.) “A bill to define the boundaries of certain coun- 
ties therein named and for other purposes.” 

And pending the question thereon, 

Mr, Darling moved to lay the said motion on the table; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

The question was then put on the motion to reconsider; 

And it passed in the negative. 

Bills on their passage being announced, the undermentioned 
was read the third time, passed and title thereof agreed to, to wit: 

No. 82, (C.) “A bill in relation to the territorial road from Min- 
eral Point, by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.” 

Mr. Palmer offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary, be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill requiring the re- 
spective clerks of the district courts of the several counties to pre- 
gent to the respective clerks of the boards of county commissioners, 
or supervisors, as the case may be, within five days after the ad- 
journment of the court,a full statement of all the certificates issued 
to jurors, and to witnesses summoned on the part of the territory, 
and any other indebtedness which their counties may have incurred 
on account of the sessions of the courts; 

Which was adopted. 
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Mr. Manahan gave notice that on a future day, he should by- 
leave introduce a billto prevent the collection of territorial reve- 
nue, and for other purposes therein named. 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

No. 5, (EL) Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel Bax- 
ter, was referred to the committee of the whole house. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons, . 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be.referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No, 24, (FL) “A bill in relation to the qualification of voters for 
state government and for the election of delegates to form a state 
constitution,” 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No, 28 (H.) “A bill to authorize David Jones and Erastus Bai- 
ley to maintain a dam on the Pish-te-go river,” 

On motion of Mr. Messersmith, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 28, (C.) “A bill to provide for the punishment of the offence 
of trespass on the lands of individuals, and for other purposes.” 

Qn motion of Mr. Ellis, 

A call of the house was then made,and Messrs. Agry and Price 
reported to be absent. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that Mr. Price be excused from atlendance in the 
house. 

The sergeant-at-arms was then sent to notify Mr. Agry that his 
attendance was required in the house; when, 

On motion of Mr. Long, 

Further proceedings in the callof the house were dispensed 
with. | 

Thereupon ‘the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house for the consideration of the last mentioned bills and 
resolution, 

Mr. Platt in the chair. 


Pending the report of the committee, the secretary of the coun- 


cil being announced, the speaker took the chair, when the fol- 
lowing message was received, to wit: 


“a 
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‘tMr, Speaker: The council have passed the following, in which 
I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house, to wit: 

No, 25, (C.) ‘A bill to incorporate the Madison Academy; 

No. 84, (C.) ‘A billto authorize the president and trustees of 
the village of Southport to borrow money, and for other purposes.’ ” 

The committee then resumed its session, and after some time 
spent therein, rose and by their chairman reported bills Nos. 24 
and 28, and resolution No. 5, to the house without amendment, 
and that they had made some progress in bill No. 20, (C.) and de- 
sired leave to sit again for the consideration thereof. _ 

Resolution No.5 and bill No. 23, were then severally ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Pending the question on ordering bill No. 24 to be engrossed 
for a third reading, 

Mr, Platt moved to amend the same by adding ere the fol- 
lowing section, to wit: 

“Sec. 3. That for the purpose of more fully extending to the 
free white male inhabitants, wherever born, the right of suffrage 
at as early a day as possible, they shall at the next general elec- 
tion be authorized to vote for or against the formation of a state 
government; the vote so polled for or against a state government, 
shall be certified and returned in the same manner as is prescri- 
bed for certifying and returning the votes for delegates to con- 
gress.” 

Pending the question on the adoption of the said amendment, 

Mr. Hicks moved that the said bill and amendment be indefi- 
nitely postponed, 

When Mr. Ellis called for a division of the question, and mov- 
eda call of the house. 

The roll having been called by the clerk, 

Mr. Price was reported to be absent, when, 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that Mr. Price be excused from attendance in the 
house. 

Mr. Hicks haying modified tis motion to postpone, by withdraw- 
ing so much thereof as related to the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Platt, ` 

Mr. Ellis withdrew his motion for a division of the question. 

Pending the question of indefinite postponement of said bill, as 
modified by Mr. Hicks, 
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Mr, Thompson moved that the said motion do lie on the table: 

Which the speaker decided riot to be in order. 

Mr. Long, from the committee of engrossed bills, reported that 
they did on this day present to the governor for his approval, 

“ Memorial to congress for a denation of land to improve the 
Grant river slough,” and 

“An act for the relief of the town of Sharon, i in Walworth 
county.” - 

Mr. Long, from the same committee, reported the following to 
be correctly enrolled, which was signed by the speaker, to wit: 

No. 17, (H.J “A rosphiion concerning a light-house at Sauk 
Harbor.” 

A motion was then made by Mr. Grant, that the house do now 
adjourn until three o’clock this afternoon, when 

Mr. Ellis moved that the house do now adjourn. 

And the question being put thereon, it passed in the affirmative. 

So the house adjourned. 


FRIDAY, January 12, 1844, 


The undermentioned petitions were severally presented and 
teferred, to wit: 

By Mr. Price: the petition of John D- Caldwell and others, 
citizens of the county of Grant, praying the passage ofa law to 
authorize Clovis A. La Grave to establishand keep a ferry across 
the Mississippi river, at Cassville, in the county of Grant; 

Referred to the committee on eorporations. 

By Mr. Capron: the petition of the board of supervisors of 
Walworth ceunty, asking to be remunerated for the expenses in- 
curred on occasion of certain territorial suits having been pemoyed 
to said county; 

Referred to the committee on territorial expenditures. 

By Mr, Darling: the petition of citizens of Winnebago county, 
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praying for the extension of the terms of the offices of justice of 
the peace; 

-Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Thompson presented the remonstrances from citizens of 
the territory of Wisconsin, against the passage of any law giving 
foreigners the right of voting for delegates to form a state consti- 
tution; 

Which were read and laid on the table. . 

Mr. Hicks, by leave, offered the following resolutions, which 
were read and laid on the table, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the legislature of this territory cannot pass any 
law, extending the right of suffrage further than is now enjoyed 
under the laws of this territory, or of the United States. 

Resolved further, That the inhabitants of this territory have 
not the right to form a constitution and state goverment without 
& special law of congress to enable them so to do:” 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills; reported 
the following as correstly engrossed, to Wit: 

No. 23, (H.) “A tn! to authorize David Jones and Erastus Bai: 
Jey to maintain a dam on the Pish-te-go river;” 

No. 5, (C.) “ Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel 
Baxter.” | . 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as 
correctly enrolled, the following bill: 

Which was signed by the speaker, to wit: 

No. 32, (H.) “A bill in relation to the territorial road from Min- 
eral Point, by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.” 

And also, that they did, on yesterday, the 11th inst. present to 
the governor for his approval, 

“An act to authorize the president and trustees of the village 
of Southport to discontinue a street.” 

The message from the council was taken up, when 

The undernientioned bills were severally read the first and 
second times, to wit: 

No. 24, (H.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act concern- 
ing justices ofthe peace, and for other purposes} ” 

No. 25,(C.) “A bill to incorporate the Madison Academy; ” 

No. 31, (©.) “A bill to amend certain acts relative to the coun” 
ties of Dodge and Washington ;” 

No. 34, (C.) “A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 
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the village of Southport to borrow money and for other purposes; 

No. 38, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to repeal 
an act to incorporate the stockholders of the Bank of Mineral Point,’ 
approved February 11th, 1842.” 

On motion of Mr, Ellis, 

Ordered, that bill No. 24, (C.) first above mentioned, be refer- 
red to the committee on the judiciary. 

Bills on their passage being announced by the speaker, 


The undermentioned was read the third time, passed, and the 
title thereof agreed to, to wit: 


No. 28, (H.) “A bill to authorize David Jones and Erastus 
Bailey to maintain a dam on the Pish-te-go river.” 

Resolution No. 5, (H.) “Resolution relative to an allowance to 
Daniel Baxter,” ; 

Was read the third time, when, 

Mr. Thompson asked the unanimous consent of the house to 
amend the same; 

And objection being made thereto, 

The amendment was not received. 

Mr. Hunkins then moved to recommit said resolution to the 
committee of the whole house. 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative, 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Thomp- 
son, 

Those who voted inthe affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Crossman, Darling, Elmore, Grant, 
Hopkins, Hunkins, Manahan, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, 
and ‘Lhompson—15. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Birchard, Capron, Ellis, Hicks, Long, Masters, Messer- 
smith, Meeker, Tripp and Walker (speaker)—10. 

A message from the governor, by Mr, Charles Doty, his private 
secretary : 

“Mr. Speaker: Iam directed by the governor to deliver to 
this house a message in writing.” 

Mr. Meeker gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to repeal ail laws for licensing taverns and 
groceries. 

A message from the council, by theirsecretary, to wit: 
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“ Mr. Speaker: The governor has notified the council that he 
did, on the 11th day of January, inst., approve and deposite in 
the office of the secretary of the territory the following: 

‘An act to incorporate the trustees of the village of Mineral 
Point; and l 

‘A memorial to congress for a'donation of Jand to improve the 
Grant tiver slough.’ 

The council have passed 

No. 22, (H.) ‘A bill to authorize the register of deeds of the 
county of Green to procure cerfain copies of records in the office 
of register of deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties.’ 

With an amendment, in which I am directed to ask the concur- 
rence of this house.” 

Mr. Darling moved that the resolution offered this morning by 
Mr. Hicks be taken up for consideration; 

Which the speaker decided to be out of order, as the unfinish- 
ed business of yesterday had not yet been disposed of. 

Mr. Masters gave notice that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act regulating interest. 

The hour devoted to morning- business having expired, 

The house proceeded to take up;the unfinished business of 
yesterday, when z 

The speaker Stated that the question pending was the motion of 
Mr. Hicks, to indefinitely postpone the following bill, fo wit: 

No. 24, (H.) “A bill in relation to the qualifications of voters for | 
state government, and for the election of delegates to form a state 
constitution .” ' l 

Mr. Hicks moved for leave to withdraw said moti--7 


Which was agreed to. wee 
Mr. Thompson then moved the* “@ said bill and amendment 


offered by Mr, Platt do ¥- 9 the table until Wednesday next; 


And pending «at question, and 
Ou motion of Mr. Hunkins, 
A call of the house was made, and Mr. Trowbridge reported to 


be absent. 
On motionof Mr. Agry, 
Mr. Trowbridge was excused from attendance. 
The question was then put on laying said bill on the table until 


Wednesday next, 
And passed in the negative. 
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And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Thomp- 
son, 


Those who voted in the affirmative were, — 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Grant, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, 
Platt, and Thompson—8. 

Those who voted in the negative were, | 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Hicks, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Par- 
sons, Price, Tripp, and Walker (speaker)—17. 

Mr. Ellis moved to lay the amendment offered by tbe gentle- 
man from Grant, (Mr. Platt,) on the table; provided that the vote 
on the motion to lay on the table shall not be considered as com- 
mitting the house in regard to the proposition contained in the said 
amendment, but that if adopted, it shall be for the express pur- 
pose of separating the proposition touching state government from 
the question of suffrage. 

Mr. Platt moved toamend the motion by striking out all aftey 
the word “table,” where it occurs; 

And the question being put on the amendment, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs, Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, 
Platt, Thompson, and Tripp—9. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 
Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 


ot pHunkins , Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Par- 
Bons, *TCvy.nq Walker (speaker)—16. 
The question wis a 


an put on the motion moved by Mr. Ellis, 
And it passed in the affirmus.,. 


ws 


And the ayes and noes having ceen “ed for by Mr, Platt 
be a . z ? 
Those who voted in the affimative were, 


Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Grant, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Par- 
sons, Price, and Walker (speaker)—16. l 

Those who voted in the negative were, 


Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, 
Platt, Thompson, and Tripp—9, 


Mr. Platt then moved that the said bill do lie on the table until 
Wednesday next; 
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And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Elmore, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Long, 
Messersmith, Olin, Palmer, Platt, Thompson, and Tripp—13. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Hunkins, 
Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Parsons, Price, and Walker (speak- 
er)—12. 

Mr. Platt asked leave to introduce a bill; 

And objection being made by Mr. Ellis, that the rules of the 
house required one day’s notice, l 

The chair decided that it would not be in order. 

The question was then put on granting leave to the committee 
of the whole house to sit again for the consideration of bill No. 
28, (C.) entitled “A bill to provide for the punishment of the of- 
fence of trespass on the lands of individuals, and for other purpo- 
ses,” being a part of the unfinished business of yesterday; 

And passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Darling renewed his motion to take up the resolutions of- 
fered by Mr. Hicks this morning; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. . 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Thomp- 
son, 

Those who voied in the affirmative were, 

Messrs, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, 
Hunkins, Long, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, and Walker 
{speaker)—13. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Manahan, Mes- 
sersmith, Palmer, Platt, Price, Thompson, and Tripp—12. 

Mr. Darling then moved to amend said resolution by striking out 
all after the word “ resolved,” and inserting the following, to wit: ` 

“ That the right to form a state government, so far as it is pos- 
sessed by the people of Wisconsin, rests in all the people equally 
who are capable of exercising political rights at the time of the 
formatiu» of such government, and that the subject of the forma- 
tion of a state guvargment, relating as it does to the inherent 
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rights of the people themselves, in whom all true-sovereignty, and: 
all right of originating government rests, cannot be restricted or 
prohibited by the legislative assembly, to any of the inhabitants 
of Wisconsin, on account of their having been born in any other- 
siate or foreign country.” 

And then the said resolutions and amendment: were, 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Platt gave notice, that on some future day he should ask 
leave io introduce a bill to authorize the people to vote at the next 
general election, either for or against the formation of a state gov- 
ernment. 

The speaker laid before the house the message of the govern-. 
or, received this morning, notifying it that he had, on the 11th 
inst., approved and deposited in the office of the secretary of the 
territory, bills of the following titles, to wit: 

‘An act to authorize the president and trustees of the village of 
Southport to discontinue a street.” 

“An act for the relief of the town. of Sharon, in the county of 
Walworth.” 

Mr. Platt, pursuant to notice previously given, and by leave, 
introduced the following memorial, l 

Which was read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 5, (H.) “Address of the legislature to the secretary of the 
treasury of the United States, in ans to the marshal of this 
territory.” - 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bills be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 7, (.) “A bill to provide for the election of clerks of the 
boards of supervisors, and for other purposes,” 

No. 28, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Fond du Lac 
for judicial purposes.” 

Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house, for the consideration of the said bills; 

Mr. Hicks in the chair, g 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported No. 7 to the house with amendments, and that 
they had made some progress in No. 28, and desires #save to sit 
again for the consideration of the same. 
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Pending the adoption of the report of the committee, 

Mr. Ellis moved the following resolution, which was adopted, 
‘to wit: 

“ Resolved, That bill No, 7, (council file) be committed to the 
‘committee on the judiciary, and that said committee be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of giving the clerks of the boards 
of supervisors authority to administer oaths.” 

Leave was then granted. to sit again for the consideration of bill 
No. 28. 

On motion of Mr, Manahan, © 

The house adjourned. 


SATURDAY, January 13, 1844. 


‘The undermentioned petitions were severally presented and 
referred, to wit: ` 

By Mr. Hunkins: the petition of the citizens of Milwaukee 
county, for the removal of vagrant Indians; 

Referred to the committee on territorial affairs. 

By Mr. Meeker: the petition of Benjamin S. Kavanaugh and 
other citizens-of Grant county, praying for the passage of a law 
to prohibit the sale of ardent spirits, and other articles, at camp 
meetings, without the consent of the persons holding such mect- 
ings; - 
Referred to the committee on A judiciary. 

Mr. Olin presented the petition of inhabitants of Milwaukee, ~ 
praying for the repeal of so much of section 12, (on page 38 of 
the revised statutes) of the act entitled “an act to provide for and 
regulate general elections,” as prohibits colored citizens from ex- 
ercising the elective franchise; which was read, and — 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Price, by leave, offered the following resolution, which was 
adoptec, to wit: 
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* Resolved, That the use of the hall of the house of represén- 
tatives be given to the Rev. Mr. Kavanaugh for public worship, 
this evening.” 

Mr. Hicks, by leave, offered the following resolution: 

No. 18, entitled “ Resolution relative to the formation of a state 
government,” i 

Which, on motion, was laid on the table, to wit: 

& Resolved, by the house of representatives of the territory of 
Wisconsin, (the council concurring,) That our delegate in con- 
gress be requested to urge, and if possible procure the passage of 
a law by congress, to enable the citizens of the territory of Wis- 
consin to form a permanent constitution and state government, 
whenever a majority of the legal voters of said territory shall sig- 
nify their wish to do so by a vote upon the subject, in pursuance 
of a law of the legislature which may be passed for that purpose.” 

Mr. Platt, agreeably to notice previously given, and by leave, 
introduced the following preamble and resolutions, 

Which were read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 19, (EL) “ Preamble and resolutions in relation to a cer- 
tain bond issued to N. C. Prentiss, building commissioner of the 
territory of Wisconsin.” 

Mr, Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that 
they did on this day present to the governor for his approval, 

“ Resolution concerning a light-house at Sauk Harbor,” and 

“ An act in relation to the territorial road from Mineral Point, 
by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.”’ 

Mr, Price, from the select committee appointed by a resolution 
oftas house to inquire into the expediency of constructing a rail 
toad from Potosi, on the Mississippi river, to Lake Michigan, 
made a report, (Sem Aprrenprs.| 

Which was read, when 

Mr. Hunkins moved that the report be accepted, that five hun- 
dred copies thereof be printed, and that the committee be dis- 
charged. i 

Pending the question on agreeing to said motion, 

Mr. Parsons moved that the report do lie on the table; 

Which was disagreed to; 

And then the motion of Mr. Hunkins was adopted. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

‘Mr, Speaker: The council have. appointed Messrs. Strong 
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and Dewey a committee of conference on the disagreeing vote of 
the two houses on the amendment of this house to resolution 

No. 11, (C.} ‘ Resolution relative to the selection of. seminary 
land, 

And ask a new conference, with a similar committee-on the 
part of the house of representatives.” 

Mr. Price, from the committee of conference, on the disagree: 
ment of the two houses relative to resolution No. 11, (C.) entitled 
“ Resolution relative to the seminary lands,” reported that they 
could not agree upon any modification of said disagreement, so 
far as relates to the appointment of one or more persons to select 
the remaining portions of land not yet selected; but have agreed 
to recommend the adoption of the resolution herewith submitted, 
in lieu of the original resolution, to wit: 

No. 20, (H.) “ Resolution relative to certain selections of lands 
for a university :” 

“Resolved, by the council and house of representatives of the 
territory of Wisconsin, that the governor of this territory be re- 
quested to communicate with the secretary of the treasury of the 
United States, and urge upon him the necessity of approving of 
the selection of lands, made by the agent appointed by the terri- 
torial government in the Mineral Point land district, for the use 
and support of a seminary of learning in this territory, under the 
provisions of an act of congress approved the 12th of June, 1838, 
and that the governor ascertain if practicable whether all the lands 
so located in said district for the purposes above mentioned, will 
be or has been rejected or approved, and if not, what portion there- 
of, and that the governor report to the next legislature,” 

On motion of Mr. Price, 


The said report was accepted and the committee discharged; 
and, 
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On motion of Mr, Elmore, 
Ordered, that the said resolution do He on the table. 
The message from the council was taken up, requesting a new 
committee of conference to be appointed on the part of this house, 
on the disagreement of the two houses concerning resolution 


No. 11, (C.) “Resolution relative to the selection of seminary 
lands;” when, 


On motion of Mr. Ellis, 


Ordered, that the resolution and message relating thereto do 
lie on the table. 


a2 
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Mr. Meeker, agreeably to notice previously given, and by leave, 
introduced the following bill, viz: 
No, 80, (H.) “A bill to repeal an act regulating taverns and 
groceries ;” 
Which was read the first and second time. 
Mr. Birchard, agreeably to notice previously given, and by leave, 
introduced the following bill, viz: 
No, 31, (H.) “A bill to repeal the several acts appointing a 
treasurer and auditor, and for other purposes ;” 
Which was read the first and second time. 
- The undermentioned bills and resolution, were severally re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 
On motion of Mr. Platt, 
No. 5, (H.) “Resolution relative to an allowance to Danicl 
Baxter.” , 
On motion of Mr. Darling, 
No. 28, (H.) “A bill to organize the SEEN of Fond da Lae 
for judicial purposes,” 
On motion of Mr, Olin, 
No. 29, (H.) “A bill to establish certain eoi roads there- 
in aen, z = 
Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committce of the 
whole house for the consideration of the last mentioned bills and 
resolution, 
Mr. Tripp in the chair: a 
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported said bills and resolution with amendments — 
to each. 
On motion of Mr, Darling, 
Ordered, that said resolution No. 5 do lie on the table. 
The amendments to-bill No. 29 were concurred in; when, 
On motion of Mr. Olin, 
The bill was further amended by adding thereto the following 
proviso, to wit: 
“Provided, that no part of the expenses in laying out said roads 
shall be paid out of the territorial treasury ;”” 
And then the bill was ordered to be engrossed for the third 
reading, 
The amendments to bill No, 28 were concurred in; and, 
On motion of Mr, Palmer, 
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The bill was- ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from ihe council by their secretary < 

“Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 41, (C,) ‘A bill to amend an act entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the trustees of the village of Mineral Point, approved Janua- 
ry Ilib, 1844;” 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house.” 

Mr. Ellis presented an account of H, S. Baird for interest on a 
bond surrendered to the secretary of the territory; 

Which was referred to the committee on territorial expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. Long moved to reconsider the vote by which the house on 
yesterday laid the undermentioned bill on the table until Wednes- 
day next, to wit: 

No. 24, (H.) “A bill in relation to the qualification of voters 
for state government, and for the election of delegates to form a 
state-constitution.” 

Pending the question thereon, 

Mr. Thompson moved that the house-adjourn,, 

And the question to adjourn being put, 

It passed in the affirmative. : 

"A division being called, there were ayes 13, noes 9. 

So the house adjourned. 


MONDAY, January 15, 1844. 


Mr. Parsons presented the undermentioned petitions, 

Which were laid on the table, to wit: 

The petition of C. L. Starkwell and 56 others, praying for the 
passage of a law authorizing all the free white male inhabitants of 
the territory, above the age of 21 years, to vote for delegates to be 
chosen to form a constitution for state government; also 

The petition of Frederick Borcherdt and 39 others, praying for 
the same object, 
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-The undermentioned petitions and remonstrance, were severally 
presented and referred, to wit: 

By Mr. Capron: the petition of R. H. Mallary and other citi- 
zens of Walworth county, praying for the passage of a law, au- 
thorizing all male inhabitants over the age of 21 years, to vote for’ 
or against the formation of a state government; also, 

The petition of C. L. Oatman and others, citizens of Walworth 
county, praying for the same object; also, 

The petition of James Simmons, and other citizens of Walworth 
county, praying for the same object; 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

By Mr. Masters: the remonstrance of William Sacia, and other 
citizens of the town of Union, in the county of Jefferson, against 
the alteration of said town; 

Referred to the committee on corporations. 

Mr. Olin moved that the-house take up the petition presented 
by him on Saturday last, praying for the repeal of so much of the 
law of the territory as prohibits colored inhabitants from exercising 
ihe rights of suffrage, and refer the same tothe committee on the 
judiciary. 

And the question beifig put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“Mr. Speaker: The governor has returned to the council with- 
out his signature, a bill entitled 

€ An act to amend the act to provide for the election of sheriffs, 
judges of probate and justices of the peace, and for other purpo- 
ses,’ 

Accompanied by a message dated January 8, 1844, stating his 
objections to the bill, and the council have re-considered said bill 
and passed the same, eleven members having voted for and none 
against it, and I am directed to deliver to this house said bill and 
message, 

The governor has also returned to the council, without his sig- 
nature, a bill entitled 

‘ An act to provide fer the election of a printer to the legisla- 
tive assembly,’ 

Accompanied by a message dated January 12, 1844, stating 
his objections to the bill, and the council have reconsidered said 
bill, and passed the same, eight members having ~’ * % =a 
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three against said bill, and I am ee to deliver to this house 
said bill and message; 


` I am directed to present for the concurrence of this house, to 
wit: 

No. 42, (C.) ‘A bill to authorize school district number one in 
the town of Lancaster to levy a tax.’ ” 

Mr. Manahan, by leave, introduced the following resolution; 

Which was adopted, to wit: . 

No. 21, (H.) “Resolution requesting the committee on state 
government, to report:” | 

“Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that 
the joint select committee to whom .was ¥eferred the subject of 
state government, be requested to report on the {7th inst.” 

Mr. Agry, from the committee on the judiciary to which was re- 
ferred 

No. 25, (H.) “A bill to incorporate the first congregationalist 
church and society in Madison,” reported the undermentioned bill 
in lieu thereof; 

Which was read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 82, (H.) “A bill respecting religious societies.” 

Mr. Agry, from the same committee, to which a petition on the 
subject had been referred; reported the undermentioned bill, 

Which was read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 33, (H.) “A bill for the relief of the county of Calumet.” 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, offered the lowing resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

“ Resolved,-by the house of representatives of the territory of 
Wisconsin, that our delegate in congress be requested to call on 
the secretary of the treasury of the United States, to know why 
the appropriation of seventeen thousand two hundred and seventy- 
five dollars, made by the act ofcongress of March 23, 1843, ‘for 
compensation and mileage of the members of the legislative, as- 
sembly of said territory (of Wisconsin,) pay of officers, printing, 
stationery, fuel, furniture, postage, and other miscellaneous ex- 
penses,’ has not been forwarded to Madison, the seat of govern- 
ment of said territory.” 

_ Mr. Manahan, from the committee on territorial expenditures, 
to which was referred the claim of George Beatty for interest on 
territorial certificates, reported, that no appropriation ought to ‘be 
made to pay the interest of said certificates, for the reason that 


174 


they purport to draw interest which should be paid when the prin- 
cipal is, without further appropriation; 

And from the same committee, to which was referred the ac-. 
count of Jonathan Chadwick, reported that the account ought not 
to be paid. 

_ Mr. Platt moved that the report be accepted, and the commit- 
tee discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Darling moved to amend the motion, by accepting so much. 
of the report as relates to the account of Jonathan Chadwick ;. 

Which was agreeed to. 

Mr. Darling then moved, that the said report be recommitted to — 
the said committee, with instructions to include: the account for 
interest on bonds, in a bill to be reported by said committee. 

And the question to refer having preference over the motion of 
Mr. Platt, was first put, 

And was agreed fo. 

The message from the council was considered, when bill 

No. 41, (C.) was read the first and second time, to wit: 

«A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to incorporate the trus- 
tees of the village of Mineral Point;’ approved January 11, 1844.” 

The amendment made by the council to No. 22, (H.) was read 
and concurred in, to wit: 

“A bill to authorize the register of deeds of Green county to 
procure certain copies of records in the office of the registerof 
deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties.” 

Mr. Agry, by leave, presented the petition of George W. Moody 
and twenty-six others, inhabitants of Sheboyagan county, praying 
for the repeal of “an act relative to the county officers or Sheboy- 
agan county,” approved January 13th, 1840; 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Agry also presented the account of E. V. Whiton, for ser- 
vices rendered in certain territorial suits; 

Which was referred to the committee on territorial expenditures. 

Mr. Platt gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to repeal an act entitled “ an act to pro- 
vide for the election of superintendant of territorial property, and 
for other purposes,” passed March 14, 1843. 

Mr. Platt, agreeably to notice previously given, and by leave, 
introduced a bill, r 

Which was read the first and second time, to wit: 
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No. 34, (H.) “A bill to authorize the people to vote at the next 
general election, for or against the formation of a state govern- 
ment.” 

Mr. Eilis moved that the said bill be referred to the committee 
on the judiciary; 

And pending the said question, 

A call of the house was made on motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

And Messrs. Birchard and Trowbridge reported to be absent. 

The sergeant-at-arms was then directed to notify Messrs. Trow- 
bridge and Birchard that their attendance was desired in the house. 

And the said members having appeared, 

On motion of Mr. Capron, 

Further proceedings in the call of the house were dispensed with. 

A, motion was then made by Mr. Hunkins, to amend the motion 
of Mr, Ellis, by adding thereto the following words, to wit: 

“« With instructions to report this week.” , 

And the question being put on- agreeing to the said amend- 
ment, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

The question was ihen put on the motion of Mr, Ellis, and 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noos having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Hunkins, 
Long, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Price, Trowbridge, and 
Walker (speaker)—14, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Elmore, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Man- 
ahan, Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, Thompson, and Tripp—12. 

A message from the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, his private 
secretary: : l 

« Mr. Speaker: Iam directed to present to the house of re- 
presentatives a message from the governor, in writing.” 

The unfinished business of Saturday last was taken up, when 

The question was stated by the speaker to be on the motion 
moved by Mr. Long to reconsider the vote by which the house, on 
Friday last, ordered bill No. 24, (H.) “A bill in relation to the 
qualification of voters for state government, and for the election 
of delegates to form a state constitution,” to lie on the table until 
Wednesday next, 
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_ And the question being put, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. -Phon 
son, 

Those who voted in the affirmatine were, r 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, ` 
Grant, Hicks, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, 
Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Platt, Price, Trowbridge, and Walker 
(speaker)—20. . 

-Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messsrs. Capron, Elmore, Hopkins, ralael Thompson, and 
Tripp—6. 

So the said vote was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on postponing the said bill until 
Wednesday next; and being put, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, Price, 
Thompson, and Tripp—8. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Grant, Hicks, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, 
Parsons, Platt, Trowbridge, and Walker (speaker)—18. 

Mr. Bartlett moved to amend the said bill by striking out the 
word ‘ white,” wherever it occurs. : 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

“Those who voted in the affirmative were, 
' Messrs. Bartlett, Elmore, Hopkins, Olin, and Thompson—5. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Grant, Hicks, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, 
Meeker, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Tripp, Trowbridge, and 
Walker (speaker)—21. 

"The question then recurred on ordering the said bil to be en- 
grossed; and being put, 

It passed in the affirmative. 


The speaker laid before the house a message from the ‘governor, 
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teceived this morning, submitting a petition of certain German in: 
habitants, relating to the subject of state government, and the 
right of foreigners to vote thereon. [SEE APPENDIX. 7 

And the said message and petition having been read, 

Mr. Darling moved that the said petition and message do lie 
on the table.‘ 

Mr, Capron moved to amend the motion by adding to it, “ and 
that the said niessage be printed.” 

‘Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Darling, 

And the motion was then agreed to. 

A message from the governor, by Mr, Charles Doty, his private 
secretary ¢ 

“ Mr. Spi I am directed by, the governor to deliver to 
the house of representatives a message in writing.” 

The’ following resolution and bills were referred to the commit- 
1ee of the whole house; to wit: 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, ` 3 

No. 16, (H.) “ Resolution relative to the extinguishment of the’ 

Indian ititle to lands therein mentioned.” 
On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

No; 21,(H.) “A bill to authorize the construction of a bridge 

across the Milwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee.” 
On motion of Mr. Manahan, 

No. 31, (H.) “A bill to repeal the several acts ae a 
treasurer and auditor, and for other purposes.” 

The house then resolved itself into the committee of the whole? 
house for the consideration of said resolution and bills, 

Mr. Capron in the chair; 

And after some -time spent therein, rose, and by their chair- 
man reported the said resolution without, and bill No. 21 with, an 
amendment, and that they had made some progress in bill No. 31, 

‘and desired leave to sit again for the consideration of the same. 

T'he amendment to bill No. 21 was agreed to. 

And the said bill and resoiution No. 16 severally ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Leave was then granted to said committee to sit again for the 
consideration of bill No. 31. - 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, ‘that the undermentioned bill be now taken up for 

consideration, to wit: 
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No. 28, (H.} “A bill to organize the county of Fond du Las 
for judicial purposes.” 

Mr. Darling moved to amend the said Lil by adding thereto the 
following, to wit: 

ts SEC. The legal voters of the county of Winnebago shall 
on the day of the annual town meeting in April next, vote for or 
against the annexation of said county to the county of Fond du 
Lac for judicial purposes; and ifa majority of such voters shalt 
be in favor of such annexation, the clerk and moderator of such 
town meeting shall make return of such vote to the elerk of the 
board of supervisors of Fond du Lac county, within ten days after 
the day of such meeting, and the said clerk shall record such re- 
turns in the said supervisor’s ofice; and when so recorded, the 
said county of Winnebago shall be deemed to be attached to the 
county of Fond du Lac, and be subject to all such provisions of 
law, as pertain to the other counties hereby attached to the coun- 
ty uf Fond du Lac, any law to the contrary notwithstanding; and it 
is hereby provided,.that if a majority of the legal voters of the 
county of Sheboyagan, shall in like manner on the first Tuesday 
of April next vote against the annexation of said county of She- . 
boyagan to the county of Fond du Lac, then the provisons of this 
act, so far as the county of Sheboyagan is concerned shall be of 
no force; and said county shall remain as now attached to the 
county of Brown.” 

Mr. Ellis moved te amend the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Darling, by adding after the word “ Sheboyagan” the word “ Mar- 
quette,” and by changing the word “ county ” into “ counties” in 
the proviso thereof; 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Darling. 

And then the question was put on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Darling, as modified by Mr. Ellis, and 

It passed in the affirmative. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third uig 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The house took up resolution i 

No. 15, (H.) “ Resolution relative to the adjournment of the 
present session of this assembly,” returned from the council with 
an amendment; which was read; 

And the question being put, “ will the house concur in the said 
amendment?” 
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H passed in the negative. 

So the house refused to concur in the said amendment. 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
the following to be correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. 16, (H.) “ Resolutions rélative to the extinguishment of the 
Indian title to lands thereia mentioned;’* 

No. 24,{{1.) A bill in relation to the qualifications of voters 
for state government, and for the election of delegates to form a 
state constitution ;” and 

No. 29, (H.) “A bill to establish certain territorial roads therein 
named,” 

Mr. Platt, by leave, offered the following resolution, which, un- 
der the rules lies one day ‘on the table, to wit: 

“Resolved, That from and after this day, the dailv sessions of 
this house shall commence at 9 o’clock, A. M,” 

Mr. Grant, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 

“Resolved, ‘That when this house adjourn, it adjourn until two 
o'clock, P. M.;” when 

Mr. Elmore moved to adjourn. 

And the question being put on the motion to adjourn, 

it passed in the affirmative. 

So the house adjourned. 


TUESDAY, January 16, 1844. 


Mr. Darling presented the remonstrance of David Giddings and 
twenty-five other inhabitants of Sheboyagan county, against the 
repeal of an act relating to the county officers of Sheboyagan 
county, approved January 18th, 1840; 

Which was referred to the gommittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Darling, by leave, offered the undermentioned resolution, 
to wit: 

No. 22, (EL) “ Resolution relative tothe election of a superin- 
tendent of territorial property: ” 
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$ a | 
“Resolved, (the hon. the council copcurring,) that the council 
and house of representatives will meet in the representatives? hall | 
‘on Saturday, the 20th inst. at 12 o’clock, at noon, for the purpose 
of choosing a superintendent of territorial property.” 

Mr. Platt moved that the resolution do lie on the table; 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, + 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, 
Platt, Price, and Thompson—9. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Hunkins, Long, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Tripp, Trow- 
bridge, and Walker (speaker)—15. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the resolution, 
and being put, 

Jt passed in the negative. 

Mr. Hopkins, by leave, offered the undermentioned resolution, 
to wit: 

“Resolved, That from and after this day, the daily sessions of 
the house of representatives shall commence at 9 o’clock, A. M. 
and at 2 o’clack, P. M., and that when this house adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet at half past 2 o’clock, this afternoon;” 

Which the speaker decided, under the rules of the house, would 
lie on the table one day. 

Mr. Masters presented the accounts of Wm, N. Seymour and 
Simeon Mills, each for services rendered in certain territorial 
suits. es 

Mr. Platt moved that the account of Wm. N. Seymour he not 
entertained by the house; 

And pending the question thereon, 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Leave was granted to Mr. Seymour to withdraw his account. 

The account of S. Mills was then referred to the committee on 
territorial expenditures. 

Mr. Grant, by leave, offered the undermentioned resolution, to 
wit: i 

“Resolved, That when this house adjourn, it adjourn until half 

past two o "clock, P.M.” 
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And the question being put on the adoption thereof, 

It passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hunkins, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Grant, Hicks, 
Hopkins, Hunkins, Long, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Platt, Thomp- 
son and Trowbridge—15. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry. Capron, Ellis, Elmore, Messersmith, Palmer, Par- 
sons, Price, Tripp, and Walker (speaker)—10. 

Mr. Thompson, by leave, offered the following resolution, viz: 

‘Resolved, That the use of this hall be granted to the Rev. Mr. 
Kavanaugh for divine service this evening.” 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the resolution, by striking out the 
words “this evening,” and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
‘three o’clock this afternoon.” a 

Pending the question on the adoption of the said amendment, 

Mr. Thompson moved for leave to. withdraw the said resolution, 
when 

On motion of Mr, Grant, 

Ordered, that the said resolution and amendment do lie on the 
table. 

Mr, Platt gave notice that he would on a future day ask leave 
to introduce a bill to establish the time during which the roads 
shall be worked, and for other purposes, 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, repor- 
ted the following to be correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. 21, (H.) “A bill to authorize the construction of a bridge | 
across the Milwaukee river in the town of Milwaukee;” and 

No. 28, (EI.) “A bill to organize the county of Fond du Lac 
for judicial purposes.” — 

Mr. Birchard, by leave, presented the petition of Elias Smith 
and others, citizens of the county of Racine, praying that the act 
chartering a rail road from Racine to Rock river, be revived, and 
that the road be extended to the Mississippi river; 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Darling, from the committee on the judiciary, to which bill 
No. 7, (C.) was referied, entitled “A bill to provide for the elec- 
tion of clerks of the boards of supervisors, and for other purposes,” 
reported the same to the house with an amendment; - 
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Which bill was read the second time. 

Mr. Meeker, agreeably to notice previously given, and by leave, 
introduced a bill, 

Which was read the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 35, (H) “A bill to prevent disturbance and interruption at 
“camp meetings.” 

Mr. Agry, from the committee on the judiciary, to which a pe- 
tition was referred, reported a bill, 

Which was read the first and second time, to-wit: 

No. 36, (H) “A bill to authorize James Campbell and Thomas 
Stewart to build and maintain a dam on Sugar river,” 

The speaker laid before the house a message from the govern- 
or, received on yesterday, notifying the house that he did on the 
1th inst. approve and ceposit in the secretary’s office, a 

“ Resolution concerning a light-house at Sauk Harbor.” 

Bills and resolutions on their passage being announced by the 
speaker, the undermentioned were severally read.the third time, 
passed, and their titles agreed to, to wit: 

No. 16, (H.) “ Resolutions relative to the extinguishment of 
the Indian title to-lands therein mentioned ;* 

No. 21, (H.) “A bill to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Milwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee;” 

No. 28, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of F'ond du Lac for 
judicial purposes.” l 

Bill No. 29, (H.) “A bill to establish certain territorial roads 
therein named,” being on its third reading, was, 

On motion of Mr. Agry, 
Recommitted to the committee on engrossed bills. 
` Bill No. 24, (H.) “A bill in relation to the qualifications of vo- 
ters for state government, and for the election of delegates to form 
a state constitution,” 
Was read the third time, when, 
On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

A call of the house was made, and all the members of the house 
reported to be in attendance; 

When a motion was made by Mr, Tripp, that the said bill do lie 
on the table; 

And the question being put thereon, 

lt passed in the negative. 

A message from the council by their secretary, to wit: 
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«Mr, Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 21, (EL) ‘Resolution requesting the committee on state 
government to report;’ and also, > 

No. 17, (C.) ‘Resolntion requesting the governor to supply the 
Wisconsin Dragoons, at Mineral Point, with arms; 

In the latter of which Lam directed to ask the concurrence of 


this house. 

The council have insisted upon their amendment to 

No. 15, (H.) ‘ Resolution relative to the adjournment of the pre- 
sent session of the assembly,’ 

And have appointed Messrs. Moses M. Strong and Rountree a 
committee of conference on said disagreement, and request the 
appointment of a similar committee on the part of the house of 
representatives. 

The governor has notified the council that A did, on the 13th 
instant, approve and deposit in the office of the secretary of the 
territory, a bill entitled 

‘An actin relation to the territorial road from Mixeral Point, 
by Whitewater, to Milwaukee.’ ” 

The question then recurred on the passage of the said bill, and 
being put, 

It passed in the affirmative; 

And the ayes and noes being called for by Mr. Hunkins, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, 
Ellis, Grant, Hopkins, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Mes- 


` sersmith, Meeker, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Trow- 


bridge, and Walker (spk’r.)—22 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Elmore, Hicks, Thompson and Tripp—4. 

The title of said bill was then agreed to. 

Mr. Hopkins moved, that the resolution offered this morning 
by Mr. Thompson, relative to the use of the hall for divine service 
this evening, be now taken up and considered; 

And the question being put, it passed in the negative. 

Mr. Ellis offered the following resolution, which lies one day on 
the table, to wit: 

Resolved, That the 12th rule of this house be amended, as fol- 
Jows, to wit: strike out all after the word “member,” in the-third 
line of the printed rules, and insert as follows, to wit: “and ifs 
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effect shall be to put an end to all debate, and bring the house to 
a direct vote upon amendments reported by a committee, if any, 
upon pending amendments, and then upon the main question.” 
On motion of Mr. Platt; 
The house adjourned: 


HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Mr. Darling, by leave, presented the undermentioned accounts; 

Which were referred to the committee on territorial expendi- 
tures, to wit: 

Of A. A. Bird, for services as sheriff and fees as a witness in 
certain territorial suits; 

Of John Catlin, for fees as a witness in certain territorial suits; 
and, 

OF Arthur Brunson, for interest on bonds surrendered to the 
secretary of the territory. ; 

Mr. Hunkins, by leave, presented two certificates for interest 
on bonds, one in favor of H. Luddington, and the other in favor of 
Alexander Mitchell; 

Which were referred to the committee on territorial expendi- 
tures. - 

The messages from the council were taken up, when 

No. 42, (C.) “A bill to authorize school district number one, 
in the town of Lancaster, to levy a tax;” 

Was read the first and second time, 

No. 17, (C.) “Resolution requesting the governor to supply the 
Wisconsin Dragoons, at Mineral Point, with arms;” 

Was read and adopted. 

The message of the council being read, requesting a committee 
of conference to be appointed on the disagreeing vote of the two 
houses relative to resolution 

No. 15, (II) “Resolution relative to the adjournment of the 
present session of the assembly :” 

The question was put, 

“Will the house confer with the council ‘ad appoint a commit- 
tee of conference thereon?” 

And passed in the affirmative, 
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The speaker appointed Messis. Ellis and Grant of thesaid com- 
mittee on the part of this house. 

“An act to amend the act to provide for the clection of sheriffs; 
judges of probate and justices of the peace, and for uther parpo- 
ses,” presented by the council for reconsideration, and the message 
of his excellency the governor returning said bill with his ebjec- 
tions thereto, were considered, and the said message isas follows: 
“To the Legislative Council: 

The bill entitled ‘An act to amend the act to provide for the 
election of sheriffs, judges of probate and justices of the peace, 
and for other purposes,’ is herewith returned. 

My objections to the bill ares 

Ast. The powers and duties of a judge of the supreme court 
are by it devolved upon ‘the judges of probate,’ who ate incapa- 
ble by law of receiving them, 

The probate courts are recognized by the ninth section of the 
act of congress establishing the territorial government of Wiscon- 
sin; asare also the supreme and district .courts; but they are 
named as distinct tribunals. - 

It is-not, in my view, competent for the legislature to confer 
upon the judges of the probate courts, other powers than are usual- 
ly exercised by such courts. Ft cannot transfer to them or to the 
district or justices courts, the jurisdiction or powers of the su- 
preme court, or ils judges, 

The authotity given to a supreme Court commissioner by law, 
has no relation to that of probate courts. He is‘ required tu per- 
form all the duties, and to execute every act, power, and trust, 
which a judge of the supreme court or district courts may perform 
and execute out of court,’ ; 

The duties of the judges of the courts are appropriate and dis- 
tinct; dhd the legislature has not the power to translate a judge of 
probate from his own court to the bench of the supreme court. 

If the effect of the provisions of this bill would be fo appoint an 
officer, or particular persons to an oflice, I abject to it fur this rea- 
son—being also in violation of the act of congress. 

2d. Judges of probate are clected only in the counties ‘organi- 
- zed for judicial purposes? The nurdiber, therefore, is extremely 
limited. Many of the counties and settlements are remote from 
the residence of district and probate judges in the judicial districts; 
and it is as well known to the members of the assembly as to my- 
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self, that the judge ofthe second judicial district is so seldom in 
the territory, that it has been doubted by some persons whether 
he has at any one time, during the last seven years, been long 
enough in the district to acquire a residence, and whether he has 
not forfeited his office by non user or neglect of itsduties. If he 
obeyed the law, and remained where his official duties are requir- 
ed to be performed, there would be no necessity to make provision 
for another person to perform his duties. so. 

It is stated by one of the highest legal authorities, that ‘neglect 
in public officers that concern the administration of justice, or the 
commonwealth, zs a direct and immediate cause of forfeiture’— 
Instead, therefore, of passing a law to impose the duties of this 
judge upon another officer, the proper remedy for this evil would, 
in my judgment, be an application by the assembly to the presi- 
dent to Gil the vacancy occasioned by the absence and neglect of 
duty of the late Incumbent. 

3d. To abolish the office of supreme court commissioner, and 
transfer his duties to the judges of probate (if it could lawfully be 
done) would occasion, in the present circumstances of the coun- 
try, great inconvenience to the people, without any corresponding 


benefits. J. D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, 
Wisconsin, Madison, Jan, 8, 1844.” 
And the said message having been read, 
A motion was made by Mr. Platt, that the said bill and message 
do lie on the table; and being put, 
It passed in the ucgative; 
And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Platt, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, were 


Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hopkins, Messersmith , Palmer, Platt, 
and Thompson—7. 


Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, 
Hicks, Hunkins, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Tripp, 
Trowbridge, and Walker (spk’r.)—16. 

Mr. Capron then moved a call of the house, 


Which was made, and Messrs. Agiy, Long, and Price reported 
to be absent. 


When the sergeant-at-arms was sent to notify the said absentees 
that their presence was desired in the house; and the said absen- 
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tees having appeared in their seats, further proceedings in the 
call were dispensed with. 

Mr. Platt objected to the action of the house until the message 
of the governor retujning said bill should be spread at large upon 
the journal. 

The speaker decided that the message had been spread upon 
the journal when read by the clerk, 

From which decision of the speaker Mr. Platt appealed; 

When the question was put, “shall the decision of the chair 
stand as the judgment of the house?” 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Hunkins that the said bill 
and message do lie on the table, and be made the order of the 
day for to-morrow} 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And a division being called, there were ayes 15, noes not 
counted. 

“An act to provide for the election of a printer to the legislative- 
assembly,” presented by the council for the reconsideration of 
this house, and the message of his excellency the governor re- 
turning the said bill with his objections thereto, were considered; 

And the said message was read by the clerk, and is as follows: 
“To the Legislative Council: 

The bill entitled ‘An act to provide for the election of a printer 
to the legislative assembly,’ I returna herewith, without my signa» 
ture. l 

The title of this bill does not appear to correspond with its pro« 
visions; a mistake, it is supposed, has occurred, by omitting the 
clause which would have made this officer exclusively an officer 
of the assembly, The duties enjoined upon him, (so far as they 
are disclosed,) are entirely of a territorial character commencing 
at the close of the duties of the assembly, and he should therefore 
have been styled, ‘the printer fos the territory, as he is styled, 
in the act of Congress of August 29th, 1842. 

I object to this -bill because it confers upon the council and 
house of representatives the power to appoint a civil officer, and is 
therefure a violation of the act of congress which expressly: gives 
this power ta the governor and council. 

I also object to it because it does not fix the compensation 
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which the’ officer is to receive for his ‘services. It provides that 
‘the duties and compensation of the. printer shall be such as may 
from time to time be prescribed by law.’ 

I do not perceive the utility of providing for the appointment of 
an officer, before the office in fact exists; for without duties and 
compensation there is no office. This is too indefinite for the se- 
curity both of the government and printer. 

The experience of former years should satisfy us of the neces. 
sity of settling those questions before the printer is appointed, 
when it is known that, under such an indefinite arrangement, the 
printing furone session cost about twelve thousand dollars, seven - 
thousand cf which now composes a part of the indebtedness of | 
the territory, this sum having been taken from the objects for 
which it was appropriated, and applied to this purpose. 

It appears by an examination of the territorial acts of appropri 
ation, that nearly one half of the sum required for the annual ex- 
penses of the assembly has been paid for printing; commeneing 
with the sessiun of 1839, and including the session of 1841-2, 
there has been appropriated the sum of forty-eight thousand four 
hundred and fifty-eight dollars and sixty-eight conts for this ob 
ject, as will appear by the documents herewith submitted. The 
magnitude of these appropriations, and the character of the ser- 
vices to be rendered, require that they should be regulated bya 
positive enactment of law. 

Talso object to the bill that it is a grant of a monopoly of the 
public printing to a particular press, and will thus, by exclusive 
favors, ustublish and sustain one press, to the injury of al] others. 

It excludes competition and deprives ether presses of equal 
rights and advantages. It will, in its operation, tend to impair 
the freedam of the press by concentrating the public patronage 
wholly upon one, and thus ruining others by depriving them of 
support, and withholding from them every beneSt and advantage 
to be derived from appropriations by congress, which are designed 
not for political or partizan purposes, but for the good of the whole 


territory, J, D. DOTY, 


Executive Department, 
Madison, January 12, 1844.” 


On motion of Mr, Platt, 
A call of the house was made, and all the members reported 
to be in attendance, 
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The question was put, will the house on reconsideration ap- 
prove the said bill?” l l 

And passed in the negative; : 

(Two thirds of the house not having voted in the affirma- 
live.) 

And the ayes and noes were taken on the said question, 
and 

Those who voted in the cffirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Grossman, Darling, Ellis, 
Grant, Hankins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, 
Price, Trowbridge, and Walker (speake1}—17. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, 
Platt, Thompson,.and Tripp—9. 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

No. 9, (H.) “A bill respecting the office of register of deeds 
for the county of, Brown,” 

Being tht spexial order of the day, 

Was read the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered, that the undermentiogned resolution be taken up for 
consideration, to wit: l 

No. 5, (H.) “Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel 
Baxter;” 

And the question being put on agreeing to the amendment made 
in the committee of the whole house to said resolution, 

Tt passed im the affirmative. 

Then the resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

Ordered, that the resolution offered by Mr. Hicks, some days 
since, relative to the right of the legislature to pass any law ex- 
tending the right of suffrage to forcigners, and tlre amendment 
proposed by Mr. Darling, be taken up for consideration, 

Mr. Hunkins moved that the resolution and proposed amend- 
ment be indefinitely postponed. 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affimative. © >` - 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hicks, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 
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Messrs, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Ellis, Elmore, Grant, Hop- 
kins, Hunkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, Meeker, 
Olin, Parsons, Price, Trowbridge and Walker (speaker)—18, 

Those who voted in the negative were,. 

Messrs, Capron, Darling, Hicks, Platt, Thompson and Tripp—6, 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: - 

Resolved, That the hon. Henry Dodge, delegate in congress, 
be requested to obtain the passage of a law establishing a post 
route from Madison, in the county of Dane, territory of Wiscon- 
sin, by the way of Sun Prairie, Columbus, and Beaver Dam, fo. 
Waupun, in the county of Fond du Lac; also, establishing a post 
route from Fort Winnebago, county of Portage, hy way of Green, 
Lake, to Fond du Lac.” 

Mr. Olin moved that the house take up the petition presented 
by him on Saturday last, praying for the repeal of so much of the 
law of the territory as prohibits colored inhabitants from exercis- 
ing the right of suffrage, and refer the same to the committee on 
the judiciary. And the question being but thereon, 

It passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes being called for by Mr. Olin, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Elmore, Grant, Hopkins, 
Huonkins, Masters, Olin, Platt, Thompson, and Trowbridge—12. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Hicks, Long, Manahan, 
Messersmith, Mecker, Parsons, Price, Tripp, and Walker (spea-~ 
ker.) —12. 

Mr. Manahan gave notice that on some future day, he should 
ask leave to introduce a bill, requiring the judges of probate to 
give bonds for the performance of their duties, 

The undermentioned bills were taken up, and severally referred 
to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

No. 34, (C } “A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 

the village of Southport to borrow money, and for other purposes,” 
On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 

No. 26, (C.) “A bill to authorize the erection of a bridge across 
Root river.” 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, i 
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No. 38, (C.) “A bill'to amend an act entitled ‘an act to repeal 
an act entitled an act to incorporate the stockholders of the Bank 
of Mineral Point,’ approved February 18th, 1842." 

Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole for the consideration of said bills; 

Mr. Birchard in the chair; 

And after a short time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported said bills to the house without amend- 
ment; 

Which weré severally ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Platt gave notice, that on some future day he should ask 
leave to introduce a preamble and resolution, expressive of the 
rights and limitations believed to be conferred on the people of 
the territory and the legislature, by the ordinance of 1787, and 
the organic act of congress, creating this territory. 

Mr. Crossman, from the committee on engrossed bills, repor- - 

ted as correctly engrossed, the following, to wit: 
"No. 29, (H.) “A bill to establish certain territorial roads therein 
named ;” 

No. 5, (H.) © Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel 
Baxter.” 

Mr. Long, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported the 
undermentioned as correctly enrolled, to wit: 

No. 22, (H.) “A bill to authorize the registerof deeds of Green 
county to procure certain copies of records in the offices-of the 
registers of deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties; P 

Which was signed by the speaker. 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

Ordered, that so much of the sixteenth rule of the house as pro- 
hibits bills and resolutions from receiving their second and third 
reading on the same day, be suspended in relation to resolution 
No. 5, (H.) entitled “Resolution relative to an allowance to Daniel 
Baxter;” 

Which was then read the third time. 

And pending the question on the passage thereof; 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

A call of the house was made, when Messrs. Agry, Palmer, 

and Hunkins, were reported to be absent. 
On motion of Mr. Ellis, 


Ordered, that Mr. Palmer be excused from attendance. 
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The sergeant-at-arms was then sent to notify Messrs, Agry and 
‘Hunkins, that their attendance was desired in the house, 
Messrs. Agry and Elunkins having appeared in their seats, 
On motion of Mr. Gapron, 
Further proceedings in the call of the house, were dispensed 


with, s 
And the question was then put on the passage of sad. resolu. 
tion, 


And it passed in the affirmative. 

And theayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Tripp; 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, ý 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hun- 
kins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Parsons, Platt and Walker 
(speaket)—14. 

Those who voted in ihe negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Capron, Elmore, Hicks, Hopkins, Messer- 
smith, Olin, Price, Thompson, Tripp, and Trowbridge—1]. 

The title to said resolution was then agreed ta, 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, 
The house adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, January 17, 1844, 


On motion of Mr, Platt, 
Ordered, that the reading of so much of the joutnal as includes 


the velo messages of the governor, which were spread upon the 
journal on yesterday, be dispensed with. 
The journal was then read, excepting the messages aforesaid. 
The speaker ‘laid before the house the undermentioned com- 
munications, 
Which were referred to the committee on the judiciary, to wit: 
The memorial of the board of supervisors of the eounty of Mil- 
waukee, praying for the passage of a law, making the office of 


193 


clerk of the board of supervisors eléctive by the people, and 
that he be made- liable to give’ bonds for the performance of his 
duties, and submitting a bill to be adopted for that purpose; 

‘The memorial of the board aforesaid, for the passage of a-law, 
authorizing the town of Summit toassess and collect the tax which’ 
said town Kas failed-and neglected to collect, fur the year 1842; 

The memorial of the same board- aforesaid, praying for the’ 
amendment of the laws fof-the-relief of the poor inthis territory, 
and especially jn tlie countiés which hdve adopted the- township: 
system of goyerntient, so that the expense of malitaining the 
poor may be made a county charge. n 

Mr. Darling presented the accounts of George Messersmith, 
for feés as sheriff in-certain territorial suiis; . 

Which was referred to the committee on territorial okpenditares: 

Mr. Hicks, by leave, introduced a memorial, which was read’ 
the first and second time, to wit: 

No. 6, (H.) “Petition to the congress of the United States, 
praying for the passage of a law to enable the ‘inhabitants of the 
territory of Wisconsin to form.a constitution and state govern} 
ment.”” 

Mr. Hunkins presented the petition of George o. Tiffany and 
others, of Milwaukee, relative to the ane of surveying parti- 
tion lines; 

Which was teferred to the committee ‘oh the judiéiarý: 

Mr. Ellis presented tie aceount of H. O. Shotes for aa 
militia orders; : 

Which was referred fo the’ committee’ on territorial expendi- 
tures; i a 

Mr. Ellis also: presented the petition of the inhabitants of +... 
county of Calumet, praying for the formation of a new town to be 
called “Stockbridge »” ; ; 

Referred to the committee on corporations. i 

Mr. Capron, by leave, introduced the’ undermentioned resolu- 
tion, to wit: 

Resolved, That the hon. Henry Dodge, delegate in congress, 
be requested to obtain the passage of a law to establish a post 
route from Madison, Dane county, Wisconsin tefritory, to Fort 
Atkinson, in Jefferson county, to connect with a post route already 
established from the last mentioned place, via. Whitewater and 
Elkhorn, in Walworth county, to Geneva, in said county; ` 
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Which was read and adopted. =- 

Mr. Platt, by leave, introduced the undermentioned resolution, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed by 
the speaker, whose duty it shall be to ascertain the cost already 
made against the territory in the different suits against Doty, Bird, 
O'Neill, and Morrison, either individually or collectively; and 
also the amount of costs prospectively to accrue by reason of the 
employment of additional counsel by the superintendent of terri- 
torial property; also to find the amount claimed to be due from 
said individuals, either separately or collectively; 

Which was adopted. 

The speaker Jaid before the house a communication from the 
hon. Henry Dodge, acknowledging the receipt of a joint resolu- 
tion, for the establishment of a mail route from Milwaukee, via, 
Mukwonego, Whitewater and Fort Atkinson, to Mineral Point; 

Which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Masters presented. the account of William N. Seymour, 
for fees in the suits of the territory; ` 

Which was referred to the committee on territorial expendi- 
tures, 

Mr. Ellis, from the committee to which the subject was re- 
ferred, made the following report: 

“The committee of conference, to which wag referred the dis- 
agreeing Vote of the two houses.on resolution No. 15, (H.) rela- 
tive to adjournment, recommend that the house concur in the 
amendment of the council, with the following amendment: strike 
out ‘23d’ and insert ‘29th, at 7 o’clock, A. M.,’ and that the coun- 
cil concur in such amendment of the house to the amendment of 
the council.” 

Mr. Grant, a minority of the said committee, dissented to the 
said report. 

And the question being put on the adoption of the said- ‘report, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr, Platt, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, Hopkins, Hunkins, 
Manahan, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, Price, Tripp and Walker (spea- 
ker)—13. 

Those who voted in-the negative were, 
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Messrs. Agry, Capron, Crossman, Grant, Hicks, Long, Masters, 
Messersmith, Palmer, Platt, Thompson and Trowbridge—12. 

Mr, Ellis, from the committee on corporations, to which a peti- 
tion was referred, reported the followisg bill; 7 

Which was read the-first and second time, to wit: 

No. 87, (H.) “A bill to authorize Jared Lake and his associates 
to build and maintain a wharf.” 

Mr. Ellis, from the same committee, to which a petition was 
also referred, reported a bill; - 

Which was read the first and séċond time, to wit: 

No. 38, (H) “A bill to authorize Clovis A. La Grave to keepa 
ferry.” 

Mr. Trowbridge, by leave, infroduced a bill, to wit: 

No. 89, (H) “A bill to incorporate the Burlington Academy, in 
the village of Burlington;” 

Which was read the first and second time. 

Bills on their passage being announced, the undermentioned 
were severally read the third time, passed, and their titles agreed 
to; to wit: 

No. 29, (H) “A bitt to establish certain territorial roads therein 
named,” 


No. 26, (C.) “A bill to authorize the erection of a bridge across 
Root river;” 


No. 34, (C.) “A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 
the village of Southport to borrow money, and for other purpo-. 
ses;” 

No. 38, (C.) “A bill to amend an n act entitled an act to repeal 
an act entitled an act to incorporate. the stockholders of the bank 
of Mineral Point, approved February 18th, 1842.” 

The house then proceeded to the special order of the day, 
being the reconsideration of “An act to amend the act to provide 
for the election of sheriffs, judges of probate, and justices of the 
peace, and for other purposes ;” 

And the message of the governor, returning ‘the said bill with 
objections, 

On motion of Mr. Capron, 

A call of the house was made, andthe. sergcant-at-arms sent to 
procure the attendance -of Messrs. Birchard, Darling, Hicks, Platt 
and Tripp. i . 

Several of the said members sent for, having appeared in their 
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seats, further proceėdings i in the calkof the house were dispensed 
with; . : Ho o? 
On motion of Mr. Elmore, ag x 

Ordered, that the said bill and message do lie on the lable until 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 

The following resolution was taken up, to wit: 

i Resolped, That from and after this day, the daily sessions of 
the house of representatives shall commence at nine o’clock, A. 
M., and at 2 o'clock, P. M., and that when it adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet at halfpast 2 o’clock this afternaon.” | 

Mr. Hunkins moved to amend by striking out “nine o’clock.” 

And pending the question thereon, and 

On motion of Mr, Capron, 

The said resolution was laid on the table until Friday next; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hopkins, 
on the said question, ` 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, El- 
lis, Hicks, Long, Manahan, Masters, Messersmith, Palmer, Parsons, 
Platt, Price, Thompson, Tripp, Trowbridge, and Walker (spk’r)—20, 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Elmore, Grant, Hopkins, Hunkins, Meeker and Olin—6, 

The undermentioned bills and memorial were severally refer- 
red. to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, - 

No. 3, (H.) “Memorial to congress asking for a reduction on 

letter postage, and for the abolishment ofthe franking pee: y 
On motion of Mr..Platt, 

- No. 42,(C.) “A bill to authorize school district No. l, in he 

town of Lancaster to levy a tax.” š 
On motion of Mr. Hankins, 

No, 31, (C.) “A bill to amend certain acts relative to the coun: 
ties of Dodge and Washington.” . 

Thereupon the house resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole house for the consideration of said bills and memorial, 

Mr. Darling in the.chair; Lae 

- And after some time:spent therein, the committee rose, and by 
their chairman reported said bills and memorial to the house with- 
out amendment, ee be gee 
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“The said bills were then severally ordered to. the third reading. 

Mr. Hunkins moyed a memarial No. 3 be indefinitely post- 
poned; : ` 
And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the afirmare. 

„ And the ayes and noes.having been called for byM Mr. Platt, 

-Those.who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, “Gute 
Hnnkins, Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons; 
Thompson, Trowbridge, and Walker (spoaker)—16. 

Those who voted in.the negative were, 

Messrs, Agry, Hicks, Hopkins, Messersmith, Palmer, -Platt, 
Price, and Tripp—8. : 

On motion of Mr. Meeker, - 

Ordered, that the undermentioned bill ‘be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to wit: 

No. 41, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to incor- 
porate the trustees of the village of Mineral Point approyed Jan- 
uary lith, 1844.” 

Thereupon the honse went into the colimittes of the whole 
house on said bill, 

Mr. Hunkins in the chair: 

And after a short time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
by their chairman reported said bill to thé house, without amend- 
ment; 

Which-was then ordered to the third pete 

‘On motion of Mr. Hankins, ` 

Ordered, that the petition presented by Mr. Olin, on Sarurday 
last, praying for the repeal of so much of the Jaw of the territory 
as prohibits colored inhabitants from exercising the right of suf- 
frage, be taken up and referred tothe committee on the judiciary, 

The undermentioned bills -and resolution. were severally: refer- 
red to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

No. 7, (C.) “A bill to provide-for-the electiom of Sess of the 
‘boards of supervisors, and for other purposes,” and : aso 

No, 28, (C.) “A dill.to providé for the ‘punishment of the of- 
fence of trespass on ae lands ‘of - Teud tad see for: other pur- 
poses; = : >~ UET n RG N 


On motion of Mr. llis, 
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The resolution offered by him ọn yesterday, relative to the 
amendment of the rules of the house, 

Thereupon; the house considered said bills and resolution in 
the committee of the whole house, 

Mr. Tripp in the chair: 

And after some time spent therein, reported bill No. 28, and 
the resolution, without amendment; and that they had made pro- 
gress in bill No.7, and desired leave to sit again for the conside- | 
ration thereof. 

Bill No. 28 was ordered to the third reading, and leave granted 
to sit again for the consideration of bill No. 7. 

Pending the question on the adoption of said resolution, 

Mr. Hopkins moved a eall of the house; when, 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

The house adjourned, 


THURSDAY, January 18, 1844. 


Mr. Grant, from the minority of the joint select ‘committee to 
which so much of the governor’s message was referred as relates 
to the formation of a state government, by leave made a report. 
[SEE APrENDEX.} 

Mr. Hunkins, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
that they did, on this day, present to the governor for his approval, 

“An act to authorize the register of deeds of Green county to 
procure certain copies of records in the offices of the register of 
deeds of Milwaukee and Iowa counties,” - 

A message from the governor, by his private secrétary, Mr. 
Charles Doty: 

“Mr. Speaker: Iam directed by the governor to deliver to the 
house of representatives a message in writing.”. 


Mr. Thompson moved.-that the ee of. the report made by 
Mr. Grant be Heponged with, 
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And the question being put, 

It passed in the negative. 

And the clerk having nearly completed the reading of the said 
report, it was, i 

On motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the further reading of said report be dispensed 
with, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

‘Ordered, that the said report do lie on the table, and that seven 
hundred copies thereof be printed. 

Mr. Agry, from the committee on the judiciary, to which was 
referred the petition of George O. Tifany and others, for the pas- 
sage ofa law compelling the several owners of a section of land 
to pay a proportion of the expenses of a survey thereof, reported 
that they had had the same under consideration, and that the ob- 
ject of the petitioners seemed to be just and equitable, and when 
considered without reference to the means necessary to carry it 
into effect, there appears to be no objections to the passage of a 
Jaw conformable to their requests. But in devising the mode. of 
compelling and securing the payment of the expenses of such 
surveys, the committee found great difficulty in adopting any 
measure that would effect those objects in such manner as to pre- 
vent ill will and litigation among neighbors, or to avoid embar- 
rassing liens upon the land itself. The committee, therefore, 
came to the conclusion, that the practical inconvenience of 
granting the prayer of the petitioners would greatly overbalance 
the advantages to be derived therefrom, and that the owners. of 
small parcels of land should submit to an evil necessarily incident 
to the present circumstances of the country, and which can.only 
be remedied by inflicting injury upon others. 

Therefore, the committee are of opinion that the prayer of the 
petitioners ought not to be granted. 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that the report be accepted and the committee. dis- 
charged from the further consideration theréof, i 

Mr. Agry, also from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of George W. Moody and twenty-six other inhabitants 
of Sheboyagan county, praying forthe repeal of an act relative to 
the county officers of Sheboyagan county, approved January 13th 
1840; and also the remonstrance of. David Giddings, and twenty- 
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five others, inhabitants of said county; “against such tepon; a 
ted: 

# That they had liad the same under E R Y and that the 
act referred to in the.above mentioned petition and remonstrance 
permits the several officers of said county to keep their offices at 
Sheboyagan Falls, as well as at the town of Sheboyagan, the coun- 
ty seat. i 

In the opinion of the committee, the consideration of convens 
ience, which induced the passage ofthe Jaw in question, stilt re- 
mains in full force, and though a difference of opinion exists in 
relation to that lawya majority of the cilizens of Sheboyagan coun- 
ty, so far as there is evidence before the committee, are in favor 
of retaining it. 

The committee therefore are of the opinion that the prayer of 
the petitioners. ought not, at present, to be granted,” 

On motion of Mr. Hankins, 

Ordered, that the report be accepted and the committee dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Agry, also from the same committee, to which was refer- 
red the memorial of the board of supervisors of Milwaukee coun- 
ty, requesting the passage ofa Jaw making the office of the clerk 
of the board of supervisors of that county elective, and also the 
memorial of M. B. Cushing, clerk of the board of supervisors, ask: 
ing for the passage ofa bill therewith presented, providing for the 
liberal payment of said clerk for his sérvices, reported: > | 

s That they had had the same under consideration, and that the 
object of the petitions, S&c., is substantially embraced in the pro- 
visions of a bill now before the legislative assembly, entitled ‘A 
bill providing for the election of clerks of boards of.supervisors; 
and for other purposes.’ “Therefore, the committee are of the 
opinion, that it is not expedient to take any action m pletion to 
the subject matter of the said petitions, &ce.”... 

On motion of Mr. Platt, 

Ordered, that the report be aecepted and the committee dis- 
charged from the further considération thereof. * 

A message from the council by their secretary: ` 

“ Mr. Speaker: The council have laid on the table : 

No. 19, (H) *A bill to divorce Webster Pease from his wife, 
Lucinda Peas,’ 


Until the petitioner, Webster Pease, furnish satiéfactory proof 
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to the council that he has notified Lucinda Pease of the pendency 
of said bill, ` 

And have adopted the joint report of ` ihe a óf gone 
ence appointed: to confer on the disagreement of ‘the two houses 
on resolution : 

No. 15, (H.) * Resolution relative to the adjournment. of the pre+ 
sent session of the assembly; «x. , i 

And have concurred in a DE 

` Ño. 22, (H.) ¢ Resolution relative to the election of a superin= 
tendant of territorial property? ` 

And have passed 

~ No. 48, (C) ‘A. bill to organize the county of Dodge, and to 
provide for locating the seat of justice ` ‘of the same;* 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house. 

The speaker laid beforé the house the message of the govern- 
or, received this morning, notifying the house that he had or this 
day approved | ‘and deposited in the office of the secretaty of the 
territory . 

« An act to authorize the register of deeds of Gieen county ò 
procure- certain copies of records in the offices of the. register of 
deeds of Milwaukee, and lowa counties,’ 

The message from the council, received this a morning, was ta~ 
ken up, when the undermentioned bili was read the-first and sec- 
ond time, to wil: 

No. 48, (0.) “A bill to organize the county of dodge, aa to 
provide for locating the seat of justice of the same.” 

On motion of Mr. Crossman, 

Ordered, that all rules of the house preventing the third a 
and passage- Vf said bill now, be suspended in reference thereto; 

Whieh was then read the third time, passed, and the title therc: 
of agreed to. ; 

_ Bills on, their passage being announced by the aki . 

The undermentioned were severally read the third time, passed; 
and their titles agreed to, to wit: , 

No. 31, (C.) “A bill to amend certain acts relative to the coun- 
ties of Dodge and Washington ;” 

No. 41, (C.} “A bill to amend an act entitled fan act to incor- 
porate the trustees of the village of Mineral Point,’ approved Jan: 
uary 11, 1844;° 

No. 42, (C.) “A bill. to authorize school district number ene: in 
the town of Lancaster, to levy a tax,” 
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The undermentioned bill was read’the third time, and _ 
On motion of Mr. Ellis, 

Was recommitted to the committee of the whole house, {o wit: 

No. 28, (C.) “A bill to provide for the punishment of. the of 
fence of trespass on the lands of individuals, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

The speaker announced the appointment of Messrs, Platt, Agry 
and Meeker the select committee under the resolution offered by 
Mr. Platt, on yesterday, relative to the costs in certain territorial 
suits. 

Mr. Hunkins moved to reconsider the vote by which the house 
adopted the joint report of the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing vote of the two houses relative to a 

“Resolution relative to the adjournment of the present’session 
‘of the assembly.” 

The speaker decided that it would not be in order to entertain 
the motion, the council having been notified of the adoption of 
the report, and the house having also been informed of the adop 
tion of the report by the council. 


The action of the two houses on the resolution is therefore 


complete ‘and could not be affected by a consideration of one 
house, without the consent of the other to entertain ‘such motion, 
On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

The house proceeded to the re-consideration of 

“An act to amend the act to provide for the election of sheriffs, 
judges of probate and justices of the peace, and for other purposes ;” 

And the message of the governor containing his objections 
thereto; when, -~ 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, om 

A call of the house was made, and the messenger sent tonotify 
Mr. Long that his attendance in the house was desired. - 

Mr. Long having appeared in his seat, further proceedings i in 
the call of the house were dispensed with. 

The question was then put, , 

“Will the house on reconsideration approve the said bill?” 

And passed in the negative; 

Two-thirds of the members of the house not having voted in the 
affirmative, - . 

The ayes and noes were taken on said question, and 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, - 


ON OE 
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Messrs, Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Et 
more, Grant, Hunkins, Long, Masters, Meeker, Olin, Parsons, 
Trowbridge and Walker (speaker)—16. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Capron, Hicks, Hopkins, Manahan, Messersmith, Palm- 
er, Platt, Price, Thompson and Tripp—10. 

Mr. Hunkins, by leave, offered, the following resolution: 

. Resolved, That a resolution entitled “Resolution relative to the 
adjournment of the present.session- of the assembly,” (numbered 
15, H. R. file) be not enrolled, nor presented to the governor for 

is approval, and that the council be acquainted with the passage 
of this resolgtion, fot 

. Mr. Darling rosé to. a-question of order: the house could not 
entertain the resolution, to do so would conflict with the decision 

of the speaker in refusing to receive the motion to reconsider the. 
vote adopting the joint report on the subject of the adjournment. 

The chair decided that the resolution was in order, as it was 

merely giving a construction to the resolution that had been pas- 
sed, which if signed by the governor would be binding -upon the 


legislature. 
Mr, Ellis also rose to a question of order: the house-could not 


entertain the resolution as it conflicts with the spirit of the joint 
rules of the two houses, which provides that when a bill shall have 
passed the two -houses it shall be duly enrolled, &e.. 

And pending the decision thereon, 

A motion was made by Mr. Crossrnan, that the house do now: 
adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M., to-morrow; when, . 

Mr; Hankins moved toadjourn; 

And the question to adjourn being put, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

o the house adjourned, 
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FRIDAY, January 19, 1844. 


Mr. Trowbridge, from the committee on roads, to which the pe- 
_. tition of Justus, Curpenter-and others, praying for the passage ofa 
law explanatory of the several act in relation to highways, was re- 
Teferred, reported that they had had the same under consideration, 
and that in their opimion the existing laws are sufficiently explicit 
upon the subject. presented to the legislative assembly by the said - 
petitioners, and that it is not expedient to legislate further ereen 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, 
Ordered, that the report be accepted, and the committee dis- 
charged from: the further consideration thereof, 
On motion of Mr. Birchard, 
Ordered, that he have leave to withdraw from the files of the 
. house, the petition presented by him on Tuesday last, relative to 
the construction of a rail road from Racine to the county of lowa, 

Mr, Ellis, from the minority of the committee on corporations, 
to which was referred resolution é 

“No. 3, (H) entitled “Resolution concerning the Wisconsin 
Marine and:Fire Insurance Campany together witha communica- 
tion, submitting a bill, from Alexander Mitchell, secretary of said 
company, made a report. [SEE APPENDIX] - 

Accompanied by the undermentioned resolution, to wit: 

No. 23, (EL) “Resolutions relative to the Wisconsin Marine 
and Fire Insurance Company;” 

Which were read the first and second time. 

Mr. Hunkins moved that the report be accepted, the committee 
discharged from the faither consideration thereof, and that four 
hundred and fifty copies be printed, 

A. division of the above question was called for by Mr. Parsons, 
when 

The question was put on accepting the report and discharging 
the committee from the further consideration of the subject, 

And it passed in the affirmative. 


Pending the question on printing four hundred and fifty copies 
of the said report, and 
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` On motion of Mr. Ellis,“ 


Ordered, that leave be granted to the majority of said com- 


mittee to make a report now: 0 * 
Thereupon, Mr. Elmore, from a majority of said commies; 
made a report. [See Arrexox] > ` ga 


On motion of Mr. Elis, ©, 

Ordered, that thereport be accepted and the committee dis: 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 

Mr. Ellis then moved, that seven’ hundred copies of the major- 
ity and minority reports of said committee, together with the ac- 
companying documents, be printed, and that the same do lie on 
the table. , 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

A message from the council by their secretary: 

“ Mr. Speaker: The council have passed 

No. 17, (C.) ‘Resolution requesting the secretary to forvard 
memorials to the delegate in congress, 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this house, 

And*have passed ` 

No. 16, (H.) ‘Resolutions relative to the estngualmiont j the 
Indian title to lands therein mentionegd;? and 

No. 24, (H.) ‘Abill in relation to-the qualification of voters for 
state government, and for the ejection oF delegates to form a State 
constitution; and 

No. 29, (H.) ‘A. bill to establish esttain territorial roads therein 
named}? 

‘No. 28, (HL) *A bill to organize the county of Fond:du Lac for 
ree purposes ;? 

- No, 21, (H.) ‘A bill'to ‘authorize the constraction of a bridge 
across the Milwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee? . >. 

No. 13, (H) ‘A bill, to set off the several towns therein named; 

No. 28, No, 43, and No. 29, with amendments, in which I am 
directed to ask the concurrence of this house. 

- And have passed No. 40, (Hy) ʻA bill +o amend an act concern- 
ing costs and fees; also, ' Jo t Gi 

°: Memorial No. 8, entitled © Aw address of the council and house 
of representatives of the territory of Wiséensin ;? - 

In which I am directed to ask the condurrence of this housé. P 

` Mr. Platt, by leave, presented -a remonstrance of inhabitants of, 
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Grant county, against granting a ferry charter to C,'A, La Grave; 

Which was read and laid on the table. se 

Mr. Elmore, from the committee on legislative expenditures, 
reported the following bill, 

ee was read the first and second time, is suits = 

No, 40. (HI) “A bill to provide for the payment of the expenses 
of-the legislative assembly therein mentioned.” 
“On motion of Mr, Elmore, 

Ordered, that so much of the 18th rule of the house as requires 
all bills and resolutions to be printed before they shall be consid- 
ered in committee of the whole house, be suspended in reference 
to said bill No. 40. 

Mr. Darling, by leave, introduced the following resolution, 
to wit: 

* Resolved, That the journal of yesterday be amended so as to. 
read as follows: 

Mr. Darling rose to a question of order, that the house could 
not entertain the resolution under the decision of the chair, that 
the subject had beenplaced beyond the action of the house, by rea- 
son of the council having been notified of the adoption of the re- 
port, and the house having also been informed of the adoption of 
the report by the council; ” 

And the question being put on the adoption chordal 

It passed in the negative; 

And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Darling, 

Those who veted in the affirmative, were . 

Messrs, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Grant, 
Long, Masters, Meeker, Trowbridge, and Walker (spk’r.)~—11. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bartlett, Elmore, Hopkins, Hunkins, Manahan, Olin, 
Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, Thompson, and Tripp—12. 

Mr. Long, from the coramittee on enrolled bills, reported the 
undermentioned as correctly enrolled, which were severally- sign- 
ed by the speaker, to wit: : 

No. 17, (C.) “ Resolution requesting the governor to supply 
the Wisconsin Dragoons, at Mineral Point, with arms;” , 

No.-31, (C.) “A bill to amend certain acts. relative to the coun- 
ties of Dodge and Washington gs 

No. 34, (C.) “A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 


„ the village of Southport to borrow money, and for other purposes ;” 
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No. 38, (C.) A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act fo repeal 
an act entitled an act to incorporate the stockholders of the Bank 
of Mineral Point, approved February 18th, 1842; 

No, 41, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to incor- 
porate the trustees ofthe village of Mineral Point, approved . Jan- 
uary llth, 1844;” 

No. 42, (C,) “A bill to authorize school district number one; in 
the town of Lancaster, to levy a tax;” 

No, 48, (C.) “A bill to organize the county of Dodge, and to 
provide for locating-the seat of justice of the same ;” 

No. 26, (C.) “A bill to authorize the erection of a bridge across 
Root river.” 

The message from the council was taken up, when the follow- 
ing resolution was read and adopted, to wit: 

No. 17, (C.) Resolution requesting the secretary of the terri- 
tory to forward memorials to the delegate in congress.” 

And the undermentioned were read the first and second time, 
to wit: 

No. 40, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act concern- 
ing-costs and fees;’” ° f 

Memorial No. 8, (C.) “ Address of the council and house of 
representatives of the territory of Wisconsin, to the senate and 
house of representatives of the United States, relative to the i in- 
fringement of the boundaries of Wisconsin. » 

On motion of Mr, Ellis, 

Ordered, that bill No. 40, (C.) aforesaid be referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

The amendments made by the council to the undermentioned 
bills, were severally read and concurred in, to wit: 

No. 13, (H.) “A bill to set off the several towns therein named ;” 

No. 28, (H.) “A bill to organize the county of Fond du Lac for 
judicial purposes ;” 

No. 29, (H.) “A bill to establish certain territorial roads there- 
in named.” . 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the unfinished bu- 
siness of yesterday, being the résolution offered by Mr. Hankins, 
relative to No. 15, (H.) concerning the adjournment of the pre- 
sent session of the assembly; 

When Mr. Ellis, by leave, withdrew the question of order sub- 
“mitted by him on yesterday. 
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A motion was thon made by Mr. Elmore; that the gaid resolu- 
tion be indefinitely postponed; : . 2 

And the question: being put, ss 

It passed in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr, Hopkins, oe" ws 

The house took up the following resolution è 

“ Resolved, That from and after this day the daily a session of 
the house of representatives shall commence at nine o'clock, Ay 
Mu and at two o'clock, P. M., and that when it asljourn, it adjon 
to meet at half past 2 o’clock this afternoon.” 

Mr. Ellis moved to amend the resolution by inserting beforé 
t two o'clock,” the words “ half past ;”” 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Hopkins. 

Mr. Hunkins then moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out * nine,” and inserting the werd “ ten” in lica_ thereof; 

Which amendment was also accepted by Mr. Hapkins. 

Mr. Elmore then moved to strike out the word ‘‘ten” in the 
resolution and insert the word “nine” in lieu thereof, also, strike 
out all after the letters, “A. M,” 

And the question being put thereon, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

The question was then put, on the adoption of the resolution, 

And passed in the affirmative. 

- And the ayes and noes having been called for by Mr. Hankins, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, ‘Darling, 
Ellis, Elmore, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Hunkins, Long, Manahan; 
Masters, Meeker, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, Price, “Thompson, Tripp, 
and Trowbridge—23. n 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Olin and Walker (speaker)—2. 

On motion of Mr, Platt, i 

The house resolved itself into the committee of the whole hous¢ 
for the consideration of the following bills, to wit; 

No. 4, (H.) “An address of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States, concerning the mineral lands in” 
the said territory ;” 


No, 5, (H ) “Address of the legislature to the secretary of the 


treasury of the United States in relation to the marshal of this 
territory,” and 
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No. 26, (H.) “A bill to authorize the trustees of school district 
No. 1, in the town of Rochester, to collect certain moneys and 
pay over to district No. 8;” 

Mr. Platt in the ohare 

_And pending the report of the committee thereon, the secretary 
of the council being announced, the speaker took the chair; wher 
the following message was received: 

“Mr. Speaker: Iam directed to ask this house tó transmit to the 
council, for their further action, memuria! No. 8, entitled 

‘Address of the council and house of representatives of the ter- 
rilory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States in relation to the inftingement of the boundaries 
of Wisconsin.’ ” 

The committee again resumed their session, and after a short 
time; rose and reported bill No. 26, (H.) without amendment, and 
that they had made some progress in the said memorials, and de- 
sired leave to sit again thereon. : : ; 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading, and that 
the conimittee of the whole have leave to sit again for the consid- 
eration of the said memorials. 

On motion of Mr. Hicks, 

The message of the council requesting memorial No.4, (0. ) to 
be returned for their further actian, was taken up. 

Mr. Platt moved that the clerk be directed to transmit the said 
memorial to the council in accordance with their request. 

When Mr. Ellis moved that the said message and motion of 
Mr. Platt do lie on the table. 

Aud the question being put, 

It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been called for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Crossman, Darling, Ellis, Elmore, Grant, Henke) 
Long, Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Parsons, Trowbridge, and 
Walker (speaker)—-13. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Bartlett, Birchard, Capron, Hicks, Hunkins, 
Olin, Platt, Price, Thompson, and 'Pripp—11. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Agry that the house do now 
adjourn. 

And the question. being put, 
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It passed in the affirmative. 

And the ayes and noes having been ies for by Mr. Hunkins, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Agry, Birchard, Capron, Crossman, Elmore, Long, 
Manahan, Masters, Meeker, Price, Tripp, Trowbridge and Wal- 
ker (Giese 218. 

Those who voted in the negative were, 

Messrs. Bartlett, Darling, Ellis, Grant, Hicks, Hopkins, Hun- 
kins, Olin, Palmer, Parsons, Platt, and Thompson—12, 

So the house adjourned. 


SATURDAY, January 20, 1844. 


A call of the house was made on motion of Mr. Hunkins: 
when 
Messrs. Agry, Birchard, apron: ‘his, Grant, Long, Palmer, 
and Platt were reported to be absent. 
On motion of Mr. Trowbridge, 
Ordered, that Mr. Long be excused from attendance. 
On motion of Mr, Price, 
Ordered, that Mr. Capron be excused from attendance. 
On motion of Mr. Olin, i 
Further proceedings in the call of the house were dispensed 
with. 
Mr. Hunkins moved that the house do now adjourn, and that a 
call of the house be made upon the said motion, 
The roll having been called, and Beste Agry, Elis, and 
Palmer reported to be absent; 
On motion of Mr. Honkaa 
Further proceedings in the call of the house were dispensed 
with. 
Mr. Hunkins, by leave, withdrew his motion to adjourn. 
The journal of yesterday was then read by the clerk. 
Mr. Trowbridge presented the’ petition of the inhabitants of 
the town of Burlington, praying the passage of a law authorizing 
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said inhabitants to record all deeds and other wri tings relative to. 
real estate, to be recorded in said town; 

Which was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Tripp presented the petition of: R. O. Gonnorand forty-six 
other old bachelors of the town of Whitewate?, praying for the 
repeal of all laws that hinder or embarrass them in forming matri- 
monial alliances; 


And moved that said petition be referred to a select committee, 
‘ to be composed of all the old bachelors of the house. 


Pending the question on referring said petition, 
Qn motion of Mr. Darling, 

Ordered, that the same be laid on the table. 

Mr. Elmore presentéd the account of M. C. Darling for fifteen 
days services as a committee of the legislative assembly, in June 
last, under joint resolutions of the two houses, for the purpose ‘of 
effecting a settlement with the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal 
Company, and for the investigation of the affairs of the Wisconsin, 
Marine and Fire Insurance Company; 

Which was referred to the committee an legislative expenditures. 

Mr. Hunkins, by leave, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be required to 
report to this house, on all subjects heretofore submitted to them, 
on Monday next.” 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, introduced the undermentioned preamble 
and resolution, to wit: : 

Whereas, Wisconsin territory is entitled, whenever the people 
shall desire it, to become a sovereign, independent state, and as 
such to enter the Union on an equal footing in all respects with 
the other states; i 

Whereas, it is important ‘that such independent sovereignty 
shall be assumed only upon mature deliberation, and entered into 
with such prudent forecast as to insure all the benefits and. honors 
of that bigh privilege; i 

Whereas, Wisconsin now enjoys a liberal form of territorial 
government, the expenses of which are ‘ped by the general gov- 
ernment; ‘ 

Whereas, the apaises of a state government would, in the ex- 
isting situation of the population, as being recent settlers of a 
new country, fall too heavily on the people; 


212 


Whereas, the governor of this territory has, from time to time, 
by messages to the assembly, and proclamation to the people, 
urged upon us to repudiate our territorial government, ånd “as 
sume forthwith a state government; : . 

Whereas, the "people bave uniformly, as far as, heie ppiniong 
are made known, refused io respond favorably to the recommenda- 
tions of the governor, but have repudiated his measures, 

Whereas, it is the duty. of the legislature to carry out faithfally 


the will ofthe people, rather than to act in advance of, or to dic-* 


tate to, that will; therefore, : 

Resolved, That the time has not yet arrived in Wisconsin, when 
“ the happiness of the people or the prosperity of the country. will 
be advanced by the adoption of a state government.” 

Mr. Ellis moved that the above preamble and resolution be laid 
on the table, and be made the special order of the day for Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend the motion of Mr. Ellis iy strike 
ing out the word “ Monday,” and inserting in eu thereof the 
word * Thursday.” 

Pending the question on adopting the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Hopkins, and 

On motion of Mr. Hunkins, 

Ordered, that the preamble and resolution ba i on the 
table. 

Mr. Crossman, from the committec on engrossed‘ bills, reported 
the undermentioned as correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. 26, (H) “A bill to authorize the trustees of school district 
No.1, in the town of Rochester, to collect certain monies, and 
pay over fo district No. 8.” 

Bills on their third reading were announced; when | 

The undermentioned was’read the third time, passed, and the 
title thereof agreed to, to wit! 

No. 25, (H.) “A bill to authorize the trustees of school district 
No, 1, inthe town of Rochester, to collect certain monies, and 
pay over to district No. 8.” 

The undermentioned bill and memorials were severally refer- 
‘red to the committee of the whole house, to wit: 

On motion of Mr. Elmore, 

No. 7, (G.) “A bill to provide for the election of clerks of the 

boards of supervisors and for other purposes;” 
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On motion of Mr, Platt, 

Memorial No. 4, (H) “An address of the council and ee of 
representatives of theterritory of Wisconsin, to the senate and 
house of representatives of the United States conecrning the min- 
eral lands in the said territory ;” and 

» Memorial No. 5, (H.) “Address of the legislature to the seere- 
tary-of the treasury. of the United States, in relation to the mar- 
shal of this territory.” 

Thereupon, the house resolved itself.into 6 commiitee of the 
whole. house for the consideration of the said bill and memorials. 

Mr. Platt in the chait, l 

Pending the report of the committee of the whole, the private 
secretary of the governor being announced, the speaker resumed 
the chair, when the following message was received, to wit: 

“Mr, Speaker: I am directed by the governor to deliver to the 
house of representatives a message in writing.” 

The committee again resumed ils session, and after some time 
spent therein, rose and by their chairman reported the said bill 
with, and said memorials without amendments. 

Pending the question on concurring in the améndmenis made 
by the committee of the whole house, to bill No.7, (C,) and 

On motion of Mr, Platt, ` 

Ordered, that said bill and amendments be laiđ-on the lablo; 

And pending the question on ordering memotial No, 4 to be 
engrossed, and 

Qn motion of Mz. Platt, 

Ordered, that the same be laipectively. 

And said amendment, as ameaded, was concurred in. 

The seventh amendment to said bill by the house of represen- 
talives, was as follows: 

* Sec. 14. The provisions of the seventeenth section of § an act 
to provide for the government of the several towns in the territory 
and for the revision of county government,’ approved on the 15th 
day of April, A. D. 1843, shall, from and after the passage of this 
act, take effect and be in force in all the counties of this territory, 
and shall be equally binding upon the collectors and clerks of the 
boards of county commissioners in such counties as are under the 
county system, as upon the counties under the township system.” 

Which the council refused to concur in, 

The eighth amendment of the house of representatives was as 
follows: 

“Sec. 15. The clerks of the boards of county commissioners 
or county supervisors, as the case may be, are hereby severally au- 
thorized and empowered to appoint'a deputy, who may, in the ab- 
sence of stich clerk, discharge any of the duties required of hfn 
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by law; provided however, that such clerks shall severally be held 


responsible, under their official bonds, for the-acts of their respec- 
tive deputies.” 


Which was concurred in. 
On motion of Mr, Martin, 

The rales were suspended for the purpose of taking up 

No. 68, (C.) “ A bill to authorize the town of Milwaukee to 
borrow money ;” 

And the question being on the passage of said bill, it was put, 

And was decided in the affirmative; ayes 8, noes 3. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, La Chapelle, Martin, New- 
land, White, and Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Rountree, and Moses M. Strong. 

So the said bill was passed. 

Moses M. Strong moved to amend the title of said bill by ad- 
ding thereto: “and to tax the people to pay it.”. 

Which motion was decided in the negative. 

The title to said bill was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Newland, 

The rules were suspended for the purpose of considering in com- 
mittee of the whole the following: 

No. 59, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the town of Milwaukee 


proper; and the council went into committee of the whole 
thereon; 


Mr. La Chapelle in the chair, 

The committee rose and reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again; which was given. 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 26, (H.) “ A bill to authorize the trustees of school district 
number one, in the tawn of Rochester, to collect certain monies 
and pay over to district number eight;” 

Mr. White in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment; 

And the same was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, - 


# No. 38, (HL) “ A. bill to authorize Clovis A. Lagrave to keepa 
ferry,” 


- 
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Was referred to the committee on incorporations. 

The council then went into committee of the whole on 

No. 55, (C.) “ A bill toamend an act to incorporate the trustees 
of the Prairieville Academy ;” 

Mr, Rountree in the chair. l 

The cummitiee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment; and the same was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. Also, on 

No. 35, (H.) “ A bill to prevent disturbance and interruptions 
at camp meetings;” also, on 

No, 89, (H.) “A bill to incorporate the Burlington Academy, 
in the village of Burlington;” and on 

No. 37, (H.) “© A bill to authorize Jared Lake and his associates 
. to build and maintain a wharf;” 

Mr. Dewey in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bills back to the council 
without amendment; and they were severally ordered to a third 
reading. oo à 

The council went intò committee of the whole on 

No. 62, (C.) “ A bill to incorporate the village of Geneva;” 

Mr. Frank ia the chair. 

The committce rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment, 

And the question being on ordering said bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, it was put, and 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 7, noes 2. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, La Chapelle, Newland, 
Rountree, and Strong {presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Martin and White. 

So the said bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 

The council then went into the committee of the whole on 

No. 31, (H.) “A bill to repeal the several acts appointing a 
treasurer and auditor, and for other purposes;” 

Mr. Martin in the chair. : 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
with an amendment; which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The council adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY, January 24, 1844. 


The council met pursuant to adjournment. - 

Prayer by the rev, Mr. Cadle. 

Mr. Whiton offered the petition of David Smith and five other 
colored men, praying that the right of suffrage may be extended 
to all persons holding real estate in the territory, or taxable prop- 
erty to the value of one hundred dollars; 

Which he moved be referred to a select committee of three. 

Moses M. Strong moved that the said petition be Jaid on the 
table. 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 3, noes 9. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. La Chapelle, Rountree and Moses M. Strong. 

Those who voted ir the negative, were 

Messrs. Biker, Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Newland, 
White, Whiton and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the council refused to lay said petition on the table. 

The questiun then recurred on Mr. Whiton’s motion to refer, 

Some discussion having arisen on said motion, 

Moses M. Strong demanded the previous question; 

Which having been seconded by a majority of the council, 

The question “shall the main question be now put?” was put, 

And decided in the affirmative; ayes 9, noes 3. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Newland, 
White, Whiton and Strong (pres’dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messts. La Chapelle, Rountree and Moses M. Strong. 

So the said petition was referred to a committee of three. 

The chair appointed Messrs, Whiton, Baker and Barber said 
committee. - 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: ` 
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“Mr. President: I am directed to present for your signature, 

‘An act to revise and amend an act entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Platteville, approved Febuary 19, 1841. ` 

‘An act prescribing the time of holding the annual session of 
the legislative assembly.’ 

And for the concurrence of this house: - 

No, 42, (H.) ‘A bill to change the name of the town of Nemah- 
bin in the county of Milwaukee.’ 

And to inform this house that the house of repsentatives have 
concurred in bill 

No. 25, (C.) ‘A bill to incorporate the Madison Academy, with 
an amendment in which the concurrence of the council is reques- 
ted. . 

And have concurred in the amendmert of this house to the 
sixth amendment of the house of representatives, and have insis- 
ted on all their amendments in which this house non-concurred to 
bill No. 7,(C.) ʻA bill to provide for the election of clerks of 
boards of supervisors, and for other purposes,” ” 

The president then signed the bills named in said message. 
© Moses M. Strong presented the petition of inhabitants of St. 
Croix county in relation to certain county officers in that county ; 

Referred to committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Baker offered resolution Se 

No, 19,(C.) “Resolution relative to printing the laws and jour- 
nals of the present session and the reports of the decisions of the 
Supreme court;” 

Which, on his motion, was laid on the table, 

Mr, La Chapelle, from the committee on incorporations, to 
which the same was referred, reported , 

No, 38, (H ) “ A bill to authorize Clovis A. La Grave to keep 
a ferry,” withoutamendments, | 

Moses M, Strong, from the comittee on the judiciary to which 
the subject was referred, reported 

No. 64, (C ) A bill in relation to certain county officers in St. 
Croix county ;” 

Which was read the first and second times, and the rule requir- 
ing the same to be priated was suspended. 

On-motion of Moses M, Strong, 

Ordered, that the secretary of the council inform the house 

of representatives whether there has been any remonstrances pre- 
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sented in the council against the passage ofa law authorizing the 
register of deeds of Brown county to keep his office at Green 
Bay. 


Mr. Dewey, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 


jhe following as correctly engrossed, to wit: 


No. 7, (C.) “ Memorial to congress relative to the Wisconsin 
Marine and Fire Insurance Company ,” 

No, 55, (C.) “A bill to amend an act to incorporate the trustees 
of the Prairieville Academy ;” 

No. 46, (C.) “A bill making appropriations out of the territorial 
treasury for the payment of certain debts therein named ;” 

No. 61, (C.) “A bill to annex certain lands to the town of 
Geneva ;” and ’ 

No. 60, (C.) “A bill to amend the act to incorporate the village 
of Sopthport.” 

Mr. Baker, from the committee on territorial affairs, submitted 
the following report, to wit: 

“The committee on territorial affairs, to which was referred the 
bill to incorporate the city of Southport with the accompanying 
documents, beg leave to make the following report: 

That your committee, having given the subject an examination 
so far as their time would allow without infringing too much on 
other pressing duties, have arrived at the conclusion, that it is in- 
expedient to pass the bill to incorporate tke city of Southport, for 
the following reasons: 

Ist. It appears from comparing the petitions asking for the in- 
corporation of the city of Southport with the remonstrances against 
said incorporation, that there are double the number of names on 
the remonstrances that there are on the petitions, And although 
it is stated that a large number of names on the remonstrances 
are not residents of the village of Southport, nevertheless your 
committee are not satisfied that dhe number of legal voters on the 
remonstrances residing within the corporate limits of the village 
of Southport is not greater than the number of petitioners, 

2d. It appears that the present township of Southport is twelve 
tniles in length, lying on the lake shore, and from one to two 
miles in width, and that the village of Southport, which asks to be 
incorporated as a city, occupies aeiy a central position in said’ 
township. . T 

The bill before your committee does not provide for erecting so 
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much of the said township as would not be included in the limits 
of the proposed city into a distinct towp, nor does it provide for 
having the said township and city one and the same for township 
purpvses. The government and internal arrangement of the city; 
as proposed in the bill, in many particulars sepercedes the operaz 
tion of town government, hence there would be much incongruity 
were the town and the city retained together, unless there were 
special provisions in the bill suited to the case: what these pro- 
visions should be your committee are unprepared to say, inasmuch 
as the wishes of the people interested are unknown to the com- 
mittee; nor does it appear that the representatives from Racine 
county have received any petitions or public expressions of opin- 
ion from the people of Southport relative to the matter. 

3d. It appears that the present number of inhabitants in the 
village of Southport does not exceed two thousand, and although 
the town has had a rapid growth in population and wealth, and 
doubtless will continue to improve rapidly, still your committee 
can but think that the bill provides for a greater number of offi- 
cers than is necessary for the government of the city, or is com- 
patible with the interests of the inhabitants. 


4th. The bill before the committee is defective in some of its 
provisions, and does not appear to have been well matured. In 
the opinion of your committee, all the essential features of the 
charter should have’ been perfected as nearly as possible by those 
who are directly interested in its passage; and although itis in the 
power of the legislature to remedy its defects, yet at this late stage 
of the session with the mass of business now on hand which de- 
mands your immediate action, we conceive it impossible to per- 
fect and carry through this bill in a mannet satisfactory either to 
the legislature or the petitioners, without neglecting other impor- 
tant measures which have a preference which claim your immedi- 
ate attention. Your committee therefore respectfully recommend 
that no action be taken on the bill to incorporate the city of South- 
port at the present session of the legislative assembly. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
H. CROCKER, 
C. M. BAKER, 
L. I. BARBER, 
Committee on territorial affairs.” 
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* Which was accepted, and the committee discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. l 

Mr. Crocker, from the committee on territorial affairs, to which 
was referred the petitions of citizens praying that the counties of 
Rock and Walworth may be constituted separate election districts, 
reported adversely to the prayer of the petitioners; 

Which report was accepted, and the committee discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Crocker, from the same committee, to which was referred 
certain petitions, asking for a modification of the poor laws, report- 
ed adversely to the prayer of the petitions; 

Which report was accepted, and the committee discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

No. 41, (H.) “ A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act estab- 
lishing courts of probate, defining their duties, sze.” 

Was read the first and second times. 

No. 26, (H.) “A biil to authorize the trustees of school district 
number one, in the town of Rochester, to cullect certain moneys 
and pay over to district number eight,” 

Was. read the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 

No. 87, (H.) “ A bill to authorize Jared Lake and his associates 
to build and maintain a wharf,” was read the third time; and 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Said bill, by the unanimous consent of the council, was amend- 
ed by adding the following as an additional section: 

“Sec. That this act may be altered at any time by the le- 
gislature.” : 

Said bill was then passed, and the title agreed to. 

No. 35, (H.) “A bill to prevent disturbance and interruptions 
at camp meetings,” 

Was read the third time, passed, and tke title agreed to. 

No, 39, (H4 “A bill to dacorParst the Burlington Academy, 
at the village of Burlington,” 

Was read the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 

No. 46, (C ) “A bill making appropriations out of the territori- 
al treasury, for the payment of certain debts therein named,” was 
taken up, and the question, that the bill pass, was then put, and 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 8, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were ` 
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Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Newland, Moses M. 
Strong, White, and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, La Chapelle, Marit; Rountree, and Strong 
(presd’t.) 

So the said bill passed, and the title was agreed to. 

No. 60, (C.) “ A bill to amend an act to incorporate the village 
of Southport,” 

Was read the third time, neue and the title agreed to. 

No. 7, (C.) “ Memorial to congress relating to the Wisconsin 
Marine and Fire Insurance Company,” was then taken up; 

And the question, that the memorial pass, having been put, 

. It was decided in the affirmative—ayes 7, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Dewey, Frank, Moses M. Strong, Whi- 
ton, and Strong (presd't.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, La Chapelle, Martin, Newland, Rountree, and 
White. 

So the memorial passed, and the title was agreed to, 

Mr. White moved to reconsider the vote by which the council 
concurred in the report of the committee, striking out the enacting 
clause of 

No. 29, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act concern- 
ing grand and petit jurors; ” 

And the qaestion, that the said vote be reconsidered, having 
been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Barber, Crocker, Newland, Moses M. Strong, 
White, and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Frank, La Chapelle, Martin, Rountree, and 
Strong (presd’t.) 

So the vote was reconsidered, 

No. 61, (C.) “A bill to annex certain land to the town of Ge- 
neva,” 

Was read the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

No. 31, (H.) “A bill to repeal the sevéral acts appointing a 
treasurer and auditor, and for other purposes,” 

Was laid on the table. 

: No, 29, (C.) A bill to amend an act entitled an act concern- 
ing grand and petit jurors,” being then in order, 

The question was on concurring in the repurt of the committee 
of the whole, striking out the enacting clause, and having been put, 

‘It was decided in the negative, ayes 6, noes 7. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, La Chapelle, Martin, Rountree, White, and 
Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank, Newland, Moses M, 
Strong, and Whiton. 

So the council refused to concur in the amendment of the com- 
mittee of the whole. 

And the qnestion being on ordering the same to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was put, and 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 6, noes 7. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Crocker, Frank, Newland, Moses M. Strong, 
and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey, La Chapelle, Martin, Rountree, White 
and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the council refused to order said bill to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. Martin offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Sheldon & Hyer are hereby employed to print 
one hundred and twenty-five copies of the journal of the council 
for the present session; the said journals to be printed, stitched, and 
bound in the usual manner, and delivered to the superintendant of 
territorial property on or before the first day of January next. 

fiesolved further, That the said printers shall be allowed for 


the said journals the following prices, to wit: cents 
per thousand ems for composition; - cents per token 
for press work; and cents per copy for stitching avd 


binding. 
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Mr. Baker moved that said resolutions lay on the table; 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Moses M. Strong moved to postpone the same until half past 
two o'clock, P. M.; 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr, La Chapelle moved to adjourn until half past two o ‘clock, 
P. M.; which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. La Chapelle moved to lay said resolutions on the table; 

Which was decided in the affirmative, 

So the said resolutions were laid on the table. 

Mr. Crocker, from tho committee on territorial affairs, to which 
the same was referred, reported without amendment 

No. 2, (H.) “ Memorial to congress asking an amendment to 
the act of congress of the 29th of August, 1842, and for other 
purposes ;” 

And the committee was discharged from further eepaidersion 
of the subject. 

The council went into the committee of the whole on 

No. 59, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the town of Milwaukee 
proper;” 

Mr. Frank in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 
The council took a recess till 3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The council went into committee of the whole on 
No. 64, (C.) “A bill in relation to certain county officers in St. 
Croix county;” 
» Mr. Rountree in the chair, 
` The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment; 
And the same was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
Mr. Dewey, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported as 
correctly engrossed, 
No, 62, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the village of Geneva.” 
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“A message from the house of representativos by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

« Mr, President: The house of representatives have concurred 
in memorial No. 8, (C.) entitled ‘Address of the council and 
house of representatives of the territory of Wisconsin, to the sen- 
ate and house of representatives of the United States, relative to 
the infringement of the boundaries of Wisconsin, with an amend- 
ment, in which Lam directed to ask the concurrence of this house, 

And in the following, without amendment: 

No. 63, (C): A bill to authorize the president and trustees of 
the town of Milwaukee to borrow money; and 

No. 43, (C.) § A bill to postpone the payment of principal and 
interest moneys due from the purchasers of canal lands, and for 
other purposes.’” f 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

No. 59, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the town of Milwaukee 

proper,” was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. White, 

No. 55, (€.) * A bill to amend an act to incorporate the trustees 
of the Prairieville Academy,” was laid on the table. 

A. message in writing from the governor by Mr. Charles Doty, 
his private secretary, viz: 

& To the Legislative Council: 

I have this day approved and deposited in the office of the sec- 
retary of the territory, bills of the following titles, to wit: 

‘An act prescribing the time of holding the annual session of 
the legislative assembly; 

‘An act to revive and amend an act entitled ‘ an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Platteville,’ approved February 19, 1841. 

J. D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, 
Madison, January 24, 1844.” 
On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

Leave was given to withdraw from the files 

No. 36, (C.) “A bill to organize the county of Portage;” which 
had been indefinitely postponed on a former day. 

Mr. Whiton gave notice that be should, on some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to organize the county of Portage. 

No. 62, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the village of Geneva,” was, 
taken up and read the third time. s 
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On motion of Mr. Baker, 
And by the unanimous consent of the council, -said bill was 
amended by adding thereto an additional section, to wit: 
“ Sec. 39. All persons entitled to vote at general elections and 


who shall have resided in said village six months immediately pre-__ _ 


vious: to any election therein, shall be entitled to vote at any vil- 
Jage election, or meeting authorized by this act.” 

And the said bill was then passed, and the title agreed to. 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 2. (H.) “ A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses ;” 

_ Mr. Whiton in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again; which was given. 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 58, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the Southport Brina Band;” 

Mr, Whiton in the chair, 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment; when the same was laid on the table. 

The council then took up 

No. 38, (H.) A bill to authorize Clovis A. Lagrave to noe a 
ferry.” 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

Said bill was amended by inserting after the word “restrictions,” 
in the ninth line of the first section, the words “forfeitures and re- 
strictions.” 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

Said bill was amended by adding an additional section -as fol- 
lows: 

“Sec, That James F'. Chapman, his heirs and assigns, be and 
hereby are authorized to keep and maintain a ferry across the Grant 
river slough and the Mississippi river, opposite the town of Poto- 
si, in the county of Grant, for the term of fifteen years, subject to 
the same limitations, forfeitures, liabilities and restrictions as are 
contained tn this act.” 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

Said bill was farther amended by adding thereto an additional 
section, as follows: 

“Sec. That Benjamin C. St. Cyr and Edward B. Sloan, their 
heirs and assigns, be and are hereby authorized to keep and main- 
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tain a ferry across the Mississippi river, at a pomt on said river 
known as Boat-Yard Hollow, in the county of Grant, for the term 
of fifteen years, subject to the same limitations and restrictions as 
are contained in this act. x 

‘Sec. This aet may be altered, amended or repealed by ie 
legislature of this territory, or future state.” 

And the said bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The council concurred in the amendment of the house of rep- 
resentatives to 

No. 8, (C.) “Address of the council and house of representa. 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States, relative to the infringement of 
the boundaries of Wisconsin.” 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, viz: 

“Mr. President Į am directed to present the following for your 
signiture, to wit: 

_ ‘An act to prevent disturbances and interruptions at camp 
meetings;’ 

‘An act to postpone the payment of principal and interest mon- 
eys due from the purchasers of canal lands, and for other purpo- 
ses.” 

The president signed the bills named in said message. 

On motion of Mr. Newland, 

The rules having been suspended for that purpose. 

No. 42, (H.) “A bill to change the name of the town of Ne- 
mahbin in the county of Milwaukee ;” 

Was read the first, second and third times, passed, and the title 
agreed to. . 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 9, (H.) “A bill for an act respecting the office of the regis- 
ter of deeds of Brown county;’ 

Mr. Dewey in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill mee to the council 
with amendments; 

Which were concurred in. 

And the question being on ordering said bill to a third reading, 
having been put, 

It was decided in the P E ayes 4, noes 7. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
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‘Those who voted in the affirmative, were $ 

Messrs. Barber, Frank, Moses M. Strong and White. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Dewey, La Chapelle, Martin, Newland, Roui- 
tree and Strong (presd’t.) o 

So the bill was rejected. 

Moses M. Strong, from the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported as correctly engrossed, 

No. 64, (C.) “A bill in relation to certain county qfficers in St. 
Croix county ;” 

When the same was read the third time, passed, and the ‘title 
agreed to, 

Mr. Barber, from the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: 

“The committee on enrollment report as correctly enrolled, 

‘An act to authorize the trustees of school district No. 1, in the 
town of Rochester to collect certain moneys and pay over to dis- 
trict No. 8;* 

‘An act to incorporate the Burlington Academy in the village of 
Burlington;? : 
‘An act to prevent disturbance and interruption at camp meet- 

ings; 

‘An act to postpone the payment of principal and interest mon- 
eys due from purchasers of canal lands, and for other purposes; 

‘An act to revive end amend an act entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Platteville, approved February 19, 18417 

‘An act prescribing the time of holding the annual sessions of 
the legislative assembly.’ 

And have this day presented to the governor for his approval 

‘An act to revive and amend an act entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Platteville, approved February 19, 1841; 

‘An act prescribing the time of holding the annual sessions of 
the legislative assembly; 

‘An act to postpone the payment of principal and interest mon- 
eys due from purchasers of canal lands, and for other purposes;? 
and 

‘An act to prevent disturbance and interruptions at camp-meet- 
ings?” 

Moses M. Strong offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to inform the coun- 

ol 
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eil who is the treasurer of the territory, when he was appointed, 
and when his term of office expires; 

Which was adopted. 

The council then took up 

‘No. 31, (H.) “A bill to repeal the several acts appointing a a trea- 
surer and auditor, and for other purposes,” 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 
. Said bill was amended by adding torsection seven the following: 
sand if the same are not presented by that time they shall not be 
paid;” and by adding the following: 

“Sec. 12. The said Joseph G, Knapp shall execute a bond to, 
the territory in the penal sum of five thousand dollars, with two or 
more sureties, to be approved and kept by the superintendent of 
territorial property, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the 
duties enjoined by this act on him. 

“Sec. 18, In case the said Joseph G. Knapp shall die, or from 
any other cause be unable to perform the duties enjoined on him 
by this act, the same shall be performed by the present chief clerk 
of the house of representatives, who shall give security as is here- 
in required to be given by the said Joseph G. Knapp.” 

And the question that said bill be ordered to a third reading 
having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 7, noes 6. 

-And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Baker, Frank, La Chapelle, Newland, Moses M. Strong, 
Whiton, and Strong (pres’d1.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree and White. 

So said bill was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Ordered, that a committee of conference be appointed to cor 
fer with such committee as the house may appoint on its parton 
the disagreeing vote of the two houses on ‘the amendments of the 
house of representatives fo 

No.7, (C.) “A bill to provide for the election of clerks of 
boards of supervisors, and for other purposes.” 

The president appointed Messrs. Martin and Crocker said com- 
mittee. l z 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 
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No. 4, (H.) “Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an ap- 
propriation to replenish the library;” was referred to the commit~ 
tee on territorial affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The council adjourned. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 


WEDNESDAY, January 24, 1844. 

The council advised and consented to the following appoint< 
ments, viz: 

Frederick F. West to be asupreme court commissioner for the 
county of Green. 

John Gale to be inspector of provisions, &c., and James B. 
Cross notary public for the county of Milwaukee. 

Thomas L, Ogden, David Kiezer and Edward Wiesner, to be 
notaries public for the county of Milwaukee. 

William J. Tilley to bean auctioneer for the county of Iowa. 

Charles S. Bristol, Chas. D. Cole, Milo Kelsey, Wm. H. Pettit, 
Louis Franchere, Aaron Chalfont, John F. Wiseman, Chas. C. 
Savage, Alfred Brunson, G, W. Lakin and Chas. Anthony to be 
notaries public. 


. THURSDAY, January 25, 1844. 


The council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the rev. Mr. Cadle. 

The president called Mr. Rountree to the chair. 
_ On motion of Mr. Baker, 
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No. 19, (C.) “Resolution relative to printing the laws and jour- 
nals of the present session and the reports.of the decisions of the 
supreme court;” l 

Was taken up, ‘and amended by inserting a sbattute after the 
enacting clause, and passed as amended. 

Mr. Crocker, from the committee on territorial affairs, to which 
was referred 

No. 4, (EL) “Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an ap- 
propriation to replenish the library,” reported the same back to the 
council with the following amendment, strike out all after the 
word “that” in the 2d line and insert: 

“That Charles M. Baker be and is hereby authorized to receive 
from the secretary of the territory the sum of three hundred dol- 
lars, appropriated by the last session of the legislative assembly 
for the purchase of books for the library, and also such other sum 
as may be appropriated at the present session for the same object 
and that he be authorized and directed to expend the same in the 
purchase of such books as may be required for the use of the 
library; which amendment was adopted and the resolution 
passed. 

On motion of Mr, Baker, 

The resolution offered by him on Monday last relative to the 
appointment of a select committee to draft a system of poor laws, 
was adopted, 


And the president appointed Messrs, Baker, Dewey and Roun- 
tree said committee. 

No, 21, (C.) “Resolutions relative to designating what reports 
shall be printed in the journals,” was taken up. 

Moses M. Strong moved that said resolution.be laid on the table. 

Which was disagreed to. 

The question on adopting said resolution, having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, La Chapelle, Newland, White and 
Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Frank, Martin, Rountree and Moses M. Strong. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


No. 20, (C.) “Resolution relative to accounts presented to the 
eiiean ” were taken up, and 
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On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Was amended by striking out “clerk of the supreme‘court,” and 
inserting in lieu thereof “superintendent of territorial property,” 
when the same was passed. 

No. 31, (H.) “ A bill to repeal the several acts appointing a _ 
treasurer and auditor, and for other purposes,” being in order, was 
taken up, and 

‘On mation of Mr. Baker, 

And by unanimous consent said bill was amended by inserting 
after the words “post office” the words “free of postage.” 

And the queation that the bill pass, having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Frank, La Chapelle, Newland, Moses M. Strong, 
and Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Martin, Rountree and White. 

So the bill passed and the title was agreed to. 

Mr. Rountree moved to postpone until the first Monday of Jan- 
uary next 

No. 38, (H.) “ A bill to authorize Clovis A. La Grave to keep 
a ferry.” 

And the question heron having been put, 

And was decided in the affirmative; ayes 7, noes 3. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Frank, Newland, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, ` 
White and Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, La Chapelle and Martin. 

So the bill was rejected. 

A message from the house of area by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“Mr, President: The house of representatives have concurred 
in the amendments of this house to bill 

No. 37, (H.) €A bill to authorize Jared Lake and his associates 
to build and maintain a wharf. 


I am directed to present the following bills for the signature of 
the president, to wit: 
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€ An act to authorize the trustees of school district number one, 
in the town of Rochester, to collect certain monies and pay over 
to district number eight,’ 

‘An act to incorporate the Burlington Academy in the village 
of Burlington;’ and 

‘An act to authorize Jared Lake and his associates fo build and 
maintain a wharf in Lake Michigan at the village of Southport. 

And the following for the concurrence of this house, to wit: 

No, 4, ‘Address of the council and house of representatives of 
the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States;? 

No. 5, (H.) ¢ Address of the legislature of the territory of Wis- 
consin to the secretary of the treasury of the United States; 

No. 38, (II.) ‘A bill for the relief of the county of Calumet,’ 

_Lam directed to inform the council that the house of represen- 
tatives hive concurred in bill 

No. 44, (C.) ‘A bill to submit to the people of Wisconsin the 
question of the expediency of forming a state government.’ 

And have appointed Messrs. Hunkins and Elmore of the com- 
mittee of conferrence to which bill No. 7, (C.) is referred, and the- 
disagreement thereon, entitled ‘A bill to provide for the election 
of clerks of the boards of supervisors and for other purposes.” 

The president signed the bills named in said message. 

No. 2, (H.) “Memorial to congress asking an amendment to 
the act of congress of 29th of August, 1842, and for other purpo- 
ses,” was ordered to a third reading. 

The following message in writing from the governor, was deliv- 
efed by Mr. Charles Doty, his private secretary, viz: 

“To the Legislative Council: . 

In reply to the resolution of the council requesting to be in- 
formed “who is the treasurer of the territory, when he was appoin- 
ted and when his time expires.” I have to state, that James Mor- 
rison was appointed the treasurer of the territory on the 25th day 
of January, 1842, on which day his commission bears date, and 
that his term as fixed by law, expires this day. 

J.D. DOTY. 


Executive Department, ~ 
Madison, January 25, 1844.” 


“To the Legislative Council: | 
I have this day approved and deposited in the office of the sec- 
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retary of the territory a bill entitled ‘an act to postpone the pay- 
„ment of principal and interest moneys due from purchasers of ca- 
nal lands, and for other purposes,’ 

, J. D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, 

Madison, January 25, 1844,” l aa 

Also, a message on executive business. 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No, 41, (H.) “A bill to amend an act entitled an‘act establish- 
ing courts of probate, defining their duties,” &c., 

Mr. Dewey in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
with an amendment, striking out the enacting clause; 

And the question on concurring in the report of the committee 
having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Dewey, La Chapelle, Martin, Roun- 
tree and White. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Frank, Newland, Moses uf. Strong, Whiton and 
Strong (pres"dt.) 

So the report of the committee of the whole was concurred in, 
and the enacting clause stricken out, 

Mr. Barber moved to reconsider said vote; and, on his motion, 
said motion to reconsider was laid on the table, 

No. 17,(C.) “A bill relating to the district courts in the coun- 
ties of Racine and Milwaukee, and G other purposes,” was read 
the third time, passed, and 

On motion of Mr. Martin, , 

The title thereof was amended by striking out all after the 
word “court,” and inserting “in the second and third jadicial dis- 
tricts,” and agreed to as amended. 

The following message from the house of representatives was 
delivered by the chief clerk thereof, viz: 

“Mr. President: I am directed to present the following bill for 
your signature, to wit: ‘an act to authorize the president and trus- 
tees of the town of Milwaukee to borrow money.’ ” 

The president signed the bill accompanying said 7 gi 
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The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 2, (H.} “A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses,” 

Mr. Rountree in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported the same back to the council 
with amendments; which were concurred in, and 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

Said bill was postponed till this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

Mr. Baker, from the committee to which the subject was re- 
ferred, submitted the following report: 

“The committee on territorial affairs to whom was referred the 
petition of citizens of Southport, praying that a law may be passed 
constituting the town clerk’s office in said town the proper office 
for recording all deeds, bonds and .mortgages affecting real estate 
in said town, report: that they deem it inexpedient to grant the 
prayer of the petitioners, for the reasons, that there is now provid- 
ed at the county seat of Racine county a fire proof register’s of- 
fice at the public charge, in which all the records and papers of 
the county can be safely kept without burthening the county, or 
any portion of, it with the additional expense of erecting another, 
which would be required if the prayer of the petitioners should be 
granted. Your comm:ttee conceive that the granting of the prayer 
of the petitioners would be an act of special legislation of doubtful 
expediency and dangerous precedent. It would doubtless be fol- 
lowed by applications from different parts of the territory for the 
locating of clerks offices for portions of a county at other places 
than at the county seat, which could not be well resisted if the 
precedent is once established. 

The unity and harmony of the present law establishing the re- 
gister’s office atthe county seat in each county is wisely arranged 
and should not, as your committee conceive, be broken without 
the most weighty and conclusive reasons, and that a change from 
this uniform rule, for local or private convenience, would create 
confusion and uncertainty in the examination and security of title 
to real estate, which should outweigh any considerationsof a pri- 
vate or lacal nature. For these and other reasons which might be 
urged, your committee respectfully recommend that the prayer of 
said petitioners be denied. H. CROCKER, 

C. M. BAKER, 
L, I. BARBER, ~ 
Committee‘on territorial affairs.” 
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Which was‘accepted, and the committee discharged from the 

further consideration of the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Newland, 
' No. 59, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the town of Milwaukee pto- 
per,” 

Was taken up, and amended by striking out the words “quarter 
post on the south line,” in the second line of the first section, and 
insert the words “north west corner of fraction number three,” and 
after the word “harbor,” in the fourth line, insert ‘to a point mid- 
way between the piers thereof, thence easterly midway between 
the said piers to the western termination of the same;’’ and also 
in the second section, by striking out the words “one mayor, three 
aldermen,” in the second line, and insert the words“ four trustees” 
wherever they may occur in the bill; and wherever the word “may- 
or” may occur in said bill the word “president” to be substituted; 
and also by adding the following as an additional section: 

“Be it further enacted, that this act shall be submitted to the le- 
gal voters of the town of Lake on the first Monday of April next> 
and if a majority of said voters shall vote to receive said act, the 
same shall then become a law, otherwise this act shall have no 
force or effect.” 

Mr. Whiton moved to lay said bill on the table; 

Which was disagreed to, 

On motion of Mr. Newland, 

The further consideration of said bill was postponed till 3 o’- 
clock, P. M. 

The council then took up the motion of Mr. Barber to recon- 
sider the vote concurring in the report of the committee of the 
whole striking out the enacting clause of bill No, 41, (H.) and the 
question that the council do reconsider the vote concurring in the 
report of the committee of the whole having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Newland, Moses M. ceo 
Whiton and Strong (pres’dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, La Chapelle, Martin, Rountree and 
White. 

So the vote was reconsidered. _ 
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The question then recurred on concurring in the report of tho 
committee of the whole, and having been, put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 7, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

` Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, La Chapelle, Martin, Newland, Roun- 

tree and White. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Moses M. Strong, Whiton and 
Strong (pres’dt.) 

So the report of the committee of the whole was concurred in, 

Moses M. Strong offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the secretary of the council be authorized to 


employ such additional persons as he may deem necessary to en- 
gross and enroll bills;” 


Which was adopted. 

Mr. Barber, from the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: 

“The committee on enrollment report that they have on this 
day presented to the governor for his approval, 

‘An act to incorporate the Burlington Academy in the village 
of Burlington;’ 

‘An act to authorize Jared Lake and his associates to build and’ 
maintain a wharf in Lake Michigan at the village of Southport; 
and 

‘An act to authorize the trustees of school district No 1, in the, 
town of Rochester, to collect certain moneys and pay over to dis- 
trict No, 8. . 

Also as-correctly enrolled 

‘An act to authorize Jared Lake and his associates to build and 
maintain a wharf in Lake Michigan atthe village of Southport; 

‘Anact to authorize the president and trustees of the town of 
Milwaukee to borrow money; 

‘An act to change the name of the town of Nemahbin in the 
county of Milwaukee.’ 

That they have presented to the governor for his approval, 

‘An act to authorize the president and trustees of the town of 
Milwaukee to borrow money.’ ” 

On motion of Mr, Baker, 
The council took a recess till 3 o’clock, P, M. `> 


[i 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The following were seyerally read the first and second times, 
to wit: Lear 

No, 4, (H.) “Address of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States;” 

No. 5, (H.) “Address of the legislature of the territory of Wis- 
consin ta thesecretary of the treasury of the United States;” and 

No. 33, (H.) “A bill for the relief of the county of Calumet.” 

Mr. La Chapelle offered the following regolution: 

No. 22, (C.) “Resolution relative to territorial suits.” 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No, 33, (H.) “A bill for the relief of the county of Calumet,’ 

Mr, Frank in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment; when the same was 

‘Ordered, to a third reading. 

Mr. Whiton, on leave, introduced 

No. 65, (C.) “A bill to organize the county of Portage ;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 7 

And the rule requiring tħe same to be printed was suspended. 

Mr. Whiton moved to lay-on the table 

No. 2, (H.) “A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses;” 

Which was disagreed to. 

The question that the bill pass, having been put, 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 5, noes 8. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

` Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Martin, Moses M. Strong, White and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, La Chapelle, New- 
land, Rountree and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the bill was rejected. 

The following message from the house of representatives was 
delivered by the clerk thereof, viz: 

“Mr. President: The house of representatives have concurred 
in bills of this house, as follows: l 


No. 60, (C.) ‘A bill to amend the act to incorporate the village 
of Southport;’ and 

No. 61, (C.) ‘A bill to annex certain land to the town of Ge- 
neva.’ 

In the first named bill with an amendment, in which Iam di- 
rected to ask the concurrence of this house. 

And have passed bill No. 49, (IL) ‘A bill to authorize school 
district No. 1, in Dane county, to levy an additional tax for build- 
ing a school house; 

In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of the council.” 

Mr. Newland offered 

No. 28, (C.) “Resolution for a joint convention to elect canal 
commissioners;” which was adopted. 

Mr. Crocker moved to postpone 

No. 59, (C.) “ A bill to incorporate the town of Milwaukee 
proper;” till the first Monday of January next; 

And the question having been put, 

Tt was decided in the negative, ayes 6, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank, Martin and Strong 
(pres'dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, La Chapelle, Newland, Rountree, White and 
Whiton. 

So the motion to postpone was lost. 

Mr. Crocker moved to amend said bill by striking out of the 8th 
line, in the first section, the words “Milwaukee proper;” 

And the question having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 7, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank, Martin, Rountree and 
Strong (pres’dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Dewey, La Chapelle, Newland, White and Whiton; 

And the bill was so amended. 

On motion of Mr. Newland, 
Said bill was postponed till the second Monday of January next. . 


Mr, La Chapelle moved to take up No, 22, (C.) “Resolution 
relative to territorial suits.” 
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Messrs. Moses M. Strong and Whiton were excused from vo- 
_ ting on said question. 

The question that the council take up said resolution being put, 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 2, noes 8, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. La Chapelle and White. i 

Those who voted ir the negative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Martin, Newland, 
Rountree and Strong (pres*dt.) 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing vote of the 
two houses upon the several amendments of the house of repre- 
sehtatives to bill No. 7, entitled “A bill to provide for the election 
of clerks of boards of supervisors, and for other purposes,” report: 

The committee recommend to the council to concur in the 
second and third amendments of the house. 

The committee further recommend to the two houses the fol- 
lowing in lieu of the fourth-amendment of the house, to wit: 
“any lands or town lots and tenements which may hereafter be 
sold in any of the counties of the territory for the non-payment of 
taxes, may be redeemed by any person having the right of re- 
demption at any time within three years from the day of sale, and 
the interest in all such cases shall be at the rate of twenty-five 
per centum per annum until redeemed, any law of the territory to 
the confrary notwithstanding: provided, that when lands or town 
lots shall have been sold fur taxes due thereon to any county, 
town, or village of this territory, the owner or claimant may re- 
decm the same at any time before the recording of the tax deed 
executed upon such sale, at the same rate of interest allowed by 
Jaw thereon; this proviso to take effect on and after the first day 

. of April next. 

The committee further recommend that the fifth amendment 
be concurred in with the foilowing amendment, to wit: strike out 
the words “on sales made subsequent to the passage of this act,” 
and add thereto the following, “and so mush of any law of the ter- 
ritory as conflicts with the provisions of this section is hereby re- 
pealed.” The committee further recommend to the house to 
recede from their seventh amendment. 

The council then went into committee of the whole on 

No. 4, (IL) “Address of the council and house of representa- 
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tives of the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States;” and 


No. 5, (HL) “Address of the legislature of the territory of Wis- ` 


consin to the secretary of the treasury of the United States;” 

Mr. Crocker in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said address back to the 
council with amendments; which were concurred in. 

Moses M. Strong moved that the consideration of No. 4 (H.} 
be postponed to the first Monday of January next; 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 5, noes 6, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Dewey, Martin, Moses M. Strong, and Strong 
(pres’dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Frank, Newland, Rountree and White. 

The said address was then ordered to a third reading. 

The question then recurred on ordering said address No. 5 (H.} 
to-a third reading. 

Mr. Crocker moved to amend the same by striking out, in the 
Sth line in the first clause, the word “solitary,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof the word “red.” 

Mr. Barber moved to amend Mr. Crocker’s motion to amend by 
retaining the word “solitary,” and inserting thereafter the word 
Sted.” . ; 

Which was agreed to, and the address was so amended; 

And the said memorial was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

The rules having been suspended for that purpose, said address 

was read the third time and passed, 
On motion of Mr. Baker, 

The title was amended by striking out the word “address” and 
inserting “memorial,” and adding thereto the words “of America,” 
and agreed to as amended, 

Mr. Newland moved to reconsider the vote rejecting: 

No. 2. (H.) © A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses ;” 

And, on his motion, said metai to reconsider was laid on 1 the 
table. 
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On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

Leave of absense was given to Mr. Newland for the present 
session from and after to-morrow. 

Mr. Crocker moved to reconsider the vote rejecting 

No. 4, (H) “Address of the legislature of the territory of Wis- 
consin to the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States,” which motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

No. 30, (C.) “A bill supplementary to an act to provide for of- 

fences against the public peace,” was taken up, and 
On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Said bill was amended by adding to the second section the fol- 
lowing proviso: “Provided, however, that in no case shall the 
grand jury find a bill of indictment for a simple assault and batte- 
ry, unless they are satisfied that the person against whom the com- 
plaint shall be made should be fined for such offence in a sum ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars.” 

Moses M. Strong moved that said bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Whiton moved to strike out the enacting clause; which was 
disagreed to. ` 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

Said bill was amended by striking out sections “2,” “3,” “47 
and “6,” and adding to section 5 the following, to wit: “and sec- 
tions eighteen and nineteen are hereby repealed;” and said bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Barber, from the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: 

“The committee on enrollment report as correctly enrolled: 
fan act to incorporate the Madison academy,’ and ‘an act to annex 
eertain land to the town of Geneva $” 

The council concurred in the amendment of the house of rep- 
resentatives to 

No, 60, (C.) “ A bill to amend an act to incorporate the village 
of Southport,” 

The following message from the house of representatives was 
delivered by the clerk thereof: 

“Mr. President I am directed to present the following for your 
signature, to wit: ‘an act to change the name of the town of Ne- 
tahbin, in the gounty of Milwaukee;’ ‘an act to annex certain 
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land to the town of Geneva,’ and ‘an act to incorporate the Madi- 
son academy.’ 
And to inform the council that the house of ‘ representatives 
- have adopted the joint report of the committee of conference, rel- 
ative to the disagreeing votes of the two houses concerning bill 

No. 7, (C.) ‘A bill to provide for the election of the clerks of 
the boards of supervisors, and for other purposes.’ 

And have adopted resolution No. 20 (of this house,) entitled 
‘Resolution relative to accounts presented to the legislature.’ 

And have refused to pass resolution No. 23, (of this house,) en- 
titled ‘Resolution for a joint convention to elect canal commis- 
sioners.’ i 

And have unanimously refused to concur in the amendments of 
this house, to No. 5. (HL) ‘Address of the legislature of the terri. 
tory of Wisconsin to the secretary of the treasury of the United 
States. ” 

The president signed the bills named in said message. 

No, 49, (HL) “A bill to authorize school district No. 1, in Dane 
county, to levy an additional tax for building a school house ;” 

Was read the first and second times. 

No. 7, (C.) “A bil! to provide for the election of clerks of the 
boards of supervisors, and for other purposes,” was taken up. 

And the question being on adopting the report of the joint com- 
mittee of conference thereon, was put, 

And decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 4. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the aflirmative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank, Martin, Newland and 
White. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey,Rountree, Moses M. Strong and Strong (presd’t.} 

So the report of the committee of conference was concurred in, 
and the amendments adopted. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, viz: 

“Mr, President: The house of representatives have refused to 
concur in the amendments of this house, to bill No. 31, (H.) ‘A 
bill to repeal the several acts appointing a treasurer and auditor, 
and for other purposes.’ 

And have concurred in the amendments of this house, tó” Nos 
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: å, (H.) ‘Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an appropria< 

tion to replenish the library, with an amendment, in which lami 
directed to ask the concurrence of this house,” 

Moses M. Strong moved to lay on the table 

No. 5, (H.) * Address of the legislature of the territory of Wis- - 
tonsin to the secretary of the treasury of the United States.” 

And the question thereon having been put, ` : 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 5, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Moses M. Strong, White and Strong 
(pres*dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey, Frank, Martin and Rountree. 

Mr, Rountree moved that the council recede from their amend- 
ments; ` 

Pending the question thereon, 

On motion of Mr. Whitony 

The further consideration of said address was postponed till to- 
morrow. : 

The following petitions were, on leave, presented and referred: 

By ifr. Biker: petitions of citizens of East Troy, praying for 
the passage of a resolution relative to the establishment of a post 
office in that town; 

Referred to the committee on territorial affairs, 

Also: the petition of citizens of Walworth county felative to 
making Rock and Walworth separate election districts. 

By Mr. Barber: three petitions of inhabitants of Walworth and 
Jefferson counties in relation to certain territorial roads; 

Which were severally referred to a select committee consisting 
of Messrs. Barber, Frank and Baker. 

Mr. Dewey, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
the following as correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. 30, (C.)“A bill supplementary to an aét to provide for the 
punishment of offences against the public peace,” 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 
The council adjourned until 7 o'clock, P. M. 
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On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

The council insisted on its amendments to 

No, 31, (EL) “A bill to repeal the several acts appointing a treas 
surer and anditor, and for other purposes;”” 

And, on his motion, it was ordered that there be appointed a 
committee of conference on the disagreeing vote of the two hons- 
es, and that the house of representatives be requested to appoint 
a similar committee, 

The president appointed Messrs. Moses M. Strong and Frank 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

No. 4, (HL) “ Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an ap- 
propriation to replenish the library ;” was taken up, and the amend- 
ment of the house of representatives to the amendment of the 
council was concurred in. 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 65, (C.) “A bill to organize the county of Portage,” and 

No. 49, (H.) “A bill to authorize school district No. 1, in the 
county of Dane, to levy an additional tax for building a school 
house ;” 

Mr. Rountree in the chair. 

Tke committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendments; when No. 49 was ordered to a third read- 
ing, and No. 65 was indefinitely postponed 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief | 
clerk, to wit: , : 

“Mr, President: The house of representatives have passed a 
‘Resolution to request.the governor ta return a certain bill to the 
house of representatives; in which I am directed tu ask the con- 
currence of this house.” _ 

On motion of Mr. Newland, 

The resolution mentioned in said message was indefinitely | 
postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The rules having been suspended for that purpose, ordered that | 
No. 33, (HL) “A bill for the relief of the county of Calumet,” be | 
read a third time now. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Said bill was amended by striking out the word “tomi in the | 
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eighth line of the first section, and insert “the said board shall;’* 

And thereupon said bill was read the third time, passed, and 
the title agreed to. 

No. 2, (H ) “Memorial to congress asking an amendment to 
the act of congress of 29th of Aug., 1812, and for other purposes,” 

Was read the third time, and the title agreed to. a 

` On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

No. 58, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the Southport Brass ‘Band,” 
was recommitted to the committee of the whole, which went into 
the consideratjon thereof; 

Mr. La Chipelle in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council, 
with an amendment, striking out all after the enacting clause.. 

Moses M. Strong moved that said bill do lie on the table; 

Pending the question thereon, 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

The council adjourned, 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
THURSDAY, Januar 25, 1844. 


The president laid before the council the following commun. 
eation from the governor submitting nominations to office:. 
'& To the Legislative Council: 

T nominate Henry H. Conklin and Stephen R. Walverton to be 
notaries public for the county of Sheboyagan. 

George W, Lawe, Daniel Butler, and Nathan Goodell, to be 
notaries public for the county of Brown, 

Levi Blossom tobea notary public for the county of Milwaukee. 

Lorenzo Janes to be a notary public for the county of Racines, 
from and after the 18th day of February next, when his present, 
commission will expire. ' 

James Morrison to be treasurer of the territory. g 

J. D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, } 
. Madison, Jan’v 25, 1844.” 4 
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Fhe council advised and consented to the appointment of the 
following named persons to the several offices for the several 
counties to which they are nominated in said message, to wit: 

Henry H. Conklin, Stephen R. Walverton, George W. Lawe, 
Daniel Butler, Nathan Goodell and Lorenzo Janes. 

The nomination of Levi Blossom, to be a notary public for the 
county of Milwaukee; 

Was faid on the table. 

The nomination of James Morrison to be treasurer of the ter- 
ritory, was then taken up. . 

And the question being, that the council advise and consent to 
said appointment, was put, 

And decided in the negative, ayes 0, noes 13, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

No member voting in the affirmative. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, La Chapelle, 
Martin, Newland, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, White, Whiton 
and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the council refused to consent and advise to the appoint- 
ment of James Morrison to be treasurer of the territory. 

The council also advised and consented to the Sppolerment of 
the following nominations, to wit: 

James H. Lockwood to be a supreme court commissioner for 
the county of Crawford, 

` Alexandér L. Collins and Nathaniel W. Dean to be supreme 
court commissioners for the county of Dane. 

John A. Bingham to be supreme court commissiéner for the 
county of Green. 

Daniel F. Kimball to be supreme court commissioner for the 
county of Rock. 

Levi Blossom to be notary public for the county of Milwaukee. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Ordered, that the secretary of the council be directed to no- 
tify the governor that the nomination of Satterlee Clark to be a 
supreme court commissioner for the county of Marquette, was laid 
on the table, and that there is no such organized county, as the 
county of Marquette. 
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FRIDAY, January 26, 1844. 


The council met pursuant to adjournment, 

Prayer by the rev. Mr. Cadle. 

Mr. Whiton from the select committee to which the subject 
was referred, repotted, : 

No. 66, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide 
for and regulate general elections;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

Mr. Whiton moved that the rule requiring the said bill to be 
printed be suspended; 

Pending which question, 

Moses M. Strong moved a call of the council, 

Which was had, and Messrs. Baker, La Chapelle and Martin 
were reported absent, ~= 

The sergeant-at-arms was despatched after the absentees, 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

Further praceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. Barber, frorn the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: 

«The committee on enrcllment report that they have on this 
day presented to the governor for his approval, bills of the follow- 
ing titles, to wit: 

* An act to change the name of the town of Nemahbin in the 
county of Milwaukee; 

é An act to incorporate the Madison academy;? and, 

€ An act to annex certain lands to the town of Geneva; 

Also, as correctly enrolled, 

‘Address of the council and house of reptesentatives of the ter- 
ritery of Wisconsin to the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States relative to the infringement of the boundaries 
of Wisconsin; 

‘An act to provide for the election of clerks of the boards of 
supervisors, and for other purposes;? 

‘An act to submit to the people of Wisconsin the question of 
the expediency of forming a state government;’ 


‘An act to amend the act to incorporate the village of South- 
port?” 


- 


wr tT 


262 


Mr. Dewey from the cominittee on incorporations, to which 


the same had been referred, reported: . 
No. 16, (H.) “A bill to establish a ferry across the Mississippi 
river,” with a recommendation that it do not pass; 
When the same was postponed indefinitely, 
On motion of Moses M. Strong, 
The council took a recess till 12 o’clock M. 


* 


TWELVE O'CLOCK, M. 


Mr. White offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That his excellency, the governor, be requested to 
return to the council for its further action, a bill changing the 
name of the town of Nemahbinin the county of Milwaukee ;” 

Which was rejected. 

Mr. Crocker presented a memorial of Rollin Blount to relieve 
his official acts; ` 

Referred to committee on territorial affairs. 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

«Mr. President: Iam directed to present for the concurrence 
of this house, bills of the following titles: 

No. 48, (H.) ʻA bill to provide for leasing of school sections;’ 

No. 45, (H.) ‘A bill to erect the towns of Jackson and Pab 
myra; 

No. 48, (H.) ‘A bill to enable the county of Winnebago to ob- 
tain certain records from the counties of Brown and Fond du Lac’ 

And to inform the council that the governor has notified the 
house of representatives that he has on this day approved and de- 
posited in the office of the secretary of the territory bills as fol- 
lows: 

‘An act to authorize Jared Lake to build and maintain a wharf 
in Jake Michigan at the village of Southport,’ 

‘An act to authorize the trustees of school district No. 1, in 
the town of Rochester, to collect certain moneys and to pay ovet 
to district No. 8; 

‘An act to incorporate the Burlington academy in the village of 
Burlington ? and 

‘An act to prevent disturbance and interruption at camp-meet- 
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Jam directed to present the following for the signature of the 
president: @ 

No.8, (C.) ‘Address of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States relative to the infringement of. 
the boundaries of Wisconsin;? 

No. 44, {C ) ʻA bill to submit to the people of Wisconsin the 
question of the expediency of forming a state government;’ 

No, 60, (C.)*A bill to amend the act to incorporate the village 
of Southport; 

I am directed to inform the council that the house of represen- 
tatives have appointed Messrs., Trowbridge and Hopkins of the 
committee of conference to which bill No. 31, (H.) is referred, 
entitled ‘a bill to repeal the several acts appointing a treasurer and 
auditor and for other purposes; 

And have concurred in the amendments of this house to the 
following bills: 

No. 33, (H.) ‘A bill for the-relief of the county.of Calumet; 

No. 28, (HJ ‘A bill to authorize the construction of certain 
dams therein mentioned; 

And have concurred in 

No. 62, (C.) ‘A bill to incorporate the village of Geneva,’ with 
an amendment, in which I am directed to ask the concurrence of 
this house.” 

The president signed the bills presented for his signature with 
said message. 

The following bills were severally read the first and second 
times, to wit: 

No. 43, (U.) “A bill to provide for leasing school sections;” 

No, 45, (H.) “A bill to erect the towns of Jackson and Palmy- 
rap” 

No. 48, (IL) “A bill to enable the county of Winnebago to ob- 
tain certain records from the counties of Brown and Fond du Lae;” 

The council concurred in the amendments of the house of rep- 
resentatives fo 

No, 62, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the village of Geneva.” 

No. 45, (IL) “A bill to erect the towns of Jackson and Palmy- 
Ta,” was 

Referred to the committee on incorporations. 

The council went into committee of the whole, on 
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No. 43, (H.) ‘A bill to provide for leasing of school sections,’ 
and . % 

No. 48, (H.) ‘A bill to enable the county of Winnebago to ob- 
tain certain records from the counties of Brown and Fond du Lac,’ 

Mr Dewey in the chair, 

The conimittee rose and reported said bills back to the coun- 
cil, No. 48 without, and No. 43 with amendments; which were 
concurred in, and they were severally ordered’ toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

The rules were suspended, and said bills, No. 43 and 48, (HL) 
were severally read the third time and passed, and the titles 
agreed to. 

A message from the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, his private 
secretary, to wit: 

To the Legislative Council: 

I have the honor to communicate a copy of the letter of thé 

Hon. Theophilus La Chapelle resigning his seat in the council on 


this day, which resignation is accepted. = 
‘ J.D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, f 
Madison, January 26, 1844.” 


[Communication referred to:] 
_(Corv.} 
“To his Excellency, James D. Doty, 
Governor of Wisconsin Territory: 

The undersigned hereby tenders his resignation of the office of 
member of the Legislative Council of Wisconsin Territory—the 
said resignation to take effect on this day. 

Council Chamber, Madison, Wis. Ter. January 26, 1844. 

Very respectfully, 
‘Your obedient servant, 


THEOPHILUS LA CHAPELLE.” 
Which was read. 


Mr. Martin submitted the following report: 

"The judiciary committee report on ‘ Resolution to enquire 
into the expediency of authorizing suits to be commenced against 
the treasurer and auditor; that it is inexpedient to report a bill 
for that purpose. 

Bill No, 49, (C.) ‘ A bill to amend the several acts in relation 
to suits by attachment, with a recommendation that it be not 
passed 
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Petition from citizens of Rock, and ask to be discharged froni 
its further consideration—a bill having passed the council con- 
taining similar provisions to those prayed for by the petitioners. 

Petitions of citizens of Ricine, praying a repeal of all laws for 
collection of debts; ask to be discharged from its further consider- ~ 
ation, the limited period of the present session not affording suffi- 
cient time to give the subject a proper examination.” 

And the said committee were discharged from the further ex- 
amination of the subject. 

Moses M. Strong moved that said bill, No. 49 (C.) named in 
said report, be engrossed for a third reading, 

Which was disagreed to, and 

Said bill was rejected, 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

No. 55, (C.) ‘A bill to amend an act to incorporate the trustees 
of the Prairieville academy,’ was taken up, 

Read the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 

No. 49, ({1.) ‘A bill to authorize school district No. 1,in Dane 
county to levy an additional tax for building a school house,’ was 
taken up; ` 

On motion of Mr. Barber, . 

And by unanimous consent, said bill was amended by striking 
out the proviso, and inserting the following in lieu thereof, to wit: 

“ Provided, that a majority of the legal voters in said school 
district, who may be present at any school meeting of the district | 
called by the trustees of the district, whose duty it shall be to 
give not less than ten days notice thereof in one of the newspa- 
pers printed in Madison, stating the object of such meeting, shall 
vote in favor of levying the tax authorized by this act.” 

When the same was 

Read a third time, passed, and the title agreed to, 

Mr. Crocker from the committee on territorial affairs, to which 
the subject was referred, reported: - 

No. 67,(C.) «A bill to legalize the official acts of Rollin Blount,’ 
when ; 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

(All rules having been suspended for that purpose,) said bill 
was read the third time, 

And the question that said bill do pass, being put, 

Tt was decided in the affirmative, ayes 8, noes 2. 
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And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
-Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Martin, Rountree, Moses M, 
Strong, White, and Strong (pres't.) 
-Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber and Dewey. 

So the said bill passed, and the title was agreed to. 

Mr. Baker, from the select committee to which several petitions 
of inhabitants of Walworth and Jefferson counties in relation to 
certain territorial roads was referred, reported: 

No. 68, (C.) “ A bill relating to territorial roads;” 

Which was read the first and second times, 

And the rules having been suspended for that purpose, 

Was considered in committee of the whole, 

Mr. Rountree in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council, 
when 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 
The council adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


A message from the house of representatives, by their chief | 


clerk, to wit: 


«“ Mr. President: The liouse of representatives have indefinite- 


ly postponed memorials of this house, as follows: 


No. 6, ‘Memorial to congress for the adjustment of land titles 
and the sale of the mineral lands in the Wisconsin land district; | 


and 


No. 7, ‘Memorial to congress relative to the Wisconsin marine | 


and fire insurance company}? 
And have concurred in the following bill of this house, to wit: 


No. 17, ‘A bill relating to the district courts in the second and | 


third judicial districts, and for other purposes ;’ 


And have adopted the report of the committee of conference | 
relative to the disagreeing votes of the two houses on bill No. 3h, 
_ (HL) «A bill fo repeal the several acts appointing a treasurer and] 


auditor, and for other purposes,’ 
Tam directed to present for the concurrence of this house, 
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No. 27, (H.) ‘Resolution relative to the survey of a road from 
Fort Howard to Plover portage ;? 

And for the signature of the president, 

€ An act to incorporate the village of Geneva.” 

The president signed the bill named in said message, ae 

No. 27, (H.) “Resolution relative to the survey of a road from 
Fort Howard to Plover Portage;” mentioned in said message, was 
adopted. 

Moses M. Strong, from the committee of conference, to which 
the subject was referred, submitted the following report: 

“The committee of conference to whom was referred the dis- 
agreeing vote of the two houses, on bill No. 31, (H.) ‘A bill to 
repeal the several acts appointing a treasurer and auditor, and for 
other purposes,’ submit the following report: 

They recommend to the house to concur in all the amendments 
of the council except the second, and that the two houses adopt 
the following substitute for the second amendment: 

‘And all such evidences of debt which shall be thus presented 
shall have a preference in their payment over those which shalk 
not be so presented.’ ” > 

The said report was then taken up, and the question being on - 
adopting the report of the committee of conference, 

Moses M. Strong moved a call of the council, 

Which was had, and Messrs. Baker, Martin and Crocker were 
reported absent. 

The sergeant-at-arms was despatched after the absentees. 

Messrs. Baker, Martin and Crocker having appeared in their 
seats, 

The question that the council concur in the report of the joint 
committee of conference, having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who’ voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, Whiton and 
Strong (presd’t.) ; 

Those who voted in the negative, were : 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Martin and Rountree. 

So the council concurred in the report of the committee of con- 
ference, and the said bill passed with the smendments recommen: 
ded. 
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Mr. Crocker, on leave, the rules having been suspended for the 
purpose, introduced < 

No. 69, (C.) “A bill relative to the register of deeds of Brown 
county ;” 

Which was read the first and second times. 

And the rule requiring the same to be printed, was suspended. 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

The motion to reconsider the vote refusing to order 

No, 21, (H.) “A bili relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses,” submitted by Mr. Newland on yesterday, was taken up, 

And the question that the council re-consider said vote having 
been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5. 

‘And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Martin, Moses M. Strong, White and 
Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negutive, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Rountree and Strong (presdt. ) 

So the said bill was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Said bill was amended as follows, to wit: 

In the 21st line of the first section by striking out the word 
“the,” and inserting in lieu thereof the word *‘such.” 

In the 22d and 28d lines by striking out all after the word “or” 
to the word “and,” and inserting the words “those under whom 
he claims since the execution of such deed, or since the execu- 
tion of a like dead to those from whom he claims as aforesaid.” 

In the 5th and 6th lines of section two, by striking out the words 
“date of said deed” and inserting the the words “execution of 
such deed or deeds.” 

In the 4th line of section three after the word “interest,” by in- 
serting “thereon froh the time of such assessment,” and after the 
word “cost”? in same line, by inserting “of the suit for the assess- 
ment of the value of such improvements,” 

In the 5th line of the same section after the word “premises,” 
by inserting “and paid by said defendant, or those under whom 
he claims as aforesaid.” 5 S 

In the 6th line of the same section by striking out the word 
“one” and inserting “three,” 
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And by adding to the third section, “for the assessment of such 
improvements, and said defendants shall not be liable to pay for 
the use or occupancy of said premises during the time any part of 
such sums shall rernain unpaid.” 

The question then recurred on ordering the said bill to a third ` 
reading, which having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Martin, Moses M. Strong, White and 
Whiton: i 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Rountree and Strong (presd’t) 

So said bill was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed before the same is read a 
third time by the council, 

Mr. Crocker offered No. 24, (C.) “Joint resolution for informa- 


tion from the treasury department, relative to the expenses of the 
législative assembly ;” 


Which was adopted. 
A message in writing from the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, 
his private secretary, lo wit: 
“To the Legislative Council: 
I have this day approved and deposited in the office of the sec- 
retary of the territory, bills with the following titles, to wit: 
‘An act to annex certain lands to the town of Geneva;’ 
‘An act to incorporate the Madison Academy.’ 
J. D. DOTY. 
Executive Department, 
Madison, January 26, 1844.” 
Also a message on executive business, 
Mr. Rountree moved that the council recede from their amend- 
ments to 
No. 5, (II.) “Address of the legislature of the territory of Wis- 
consin to the secretary of the treasury of the United States;” 
Which was disagreed to. | 
So the council refused to recede from their amendments, 
‘Mr, Whiton renewed his motion of. this forenoon to suspend 
the rule {o print in relation to 
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No. 66, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide 
for, and regulate general elections.” 
And the question thereon having been put, 
It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 4, 
; And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Biker, Barber, Dewey, Frank, White and Whiton. 
Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Crocker, Rountree, Moses M. Strong and Strong 
» (presd’t.) 
So the rule requiring said bill to be printed was suspended, 
A message fiom the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 
“Mr, President: The house of representatives have concurred 
in resolution No. 19, (C.) ‘Resolution relative to printing laws 
and journals of the present session, the reports of the decisions in 
the supreme court,’ with amendments, in which I am directed to 
ask the concurrence of this house.” 
The council then went into committee of the whole on 
N. 66, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide for, 
and regulate general elections ;” 
Mr. Frankin the chair. ; 
The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendments. 
Moses M. Strong moved that said bill do lie on the table. | 
And the question thereon having been put, | 
It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 4, | 
And the ayes and noes having been ordered, | 
Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Rountree, Moses M. Strong 
and Strong (presd’t.) 
Those who voted in the negative, were | 
Messrs, Barber, Martin, White and Whiton. | 
So said bill was laid on the table. __ | 
Mr. Whiton moved that the council take a recess till ¥ o’clock, | 
P, M; 
Which was disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Barber, - 
No. 68, (C.) “A bill relating to territorial roads ;”? was taken up. 
And on his mation it was amended by strjking ont the “first,” 
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*tsecond” and “fourth” sections, and the said bill so amended was 

‘Ordered, to be engrossed for third reading, 

No. 19, (C) “Resolution relative to printing laws and journals 
of the present session, the reports of the decisions in the supreme 
court,” was taken up. 

And the amendments of the house of representatives were Con: 
curred in, 

Mr. Barber, from the joint committee on enrollment, poate’ 
the following report: 

“The committee on enrollment report that they have this day 
presented to the governor for his approval, 

‘An act to amend the act to incorporate the village of Southport,’ 

‘An act to submit to the people of Wisconsin the question of 
the expediency of forming a state government.’ 

And as correctly enrolled: 

‘An act to incorporate the village of Geneva;? 

‘An act for the relief of the county of Calumet; 

‘An act to authorize the construction of certain dams therein 
mentioned ;? 

‘An act to enable the county of Winnebago to obtain certain 
records fiom the counties of Brown and Fond du Lac.’ 

‘Memorial to congress asking an amendment to the act of con- 
gress of the 29th of August, 1842, and for other purposes,’ and 

‘Resolution to appoint dn agent to receive an appropriation to 
replenish the library.’ ” 

Mr. Dewey, from the commitee on engrossed bills, reported as 
correctly engrossed, 

No. 68, (C.) “A bill relating to territorial roads.” 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The council adjourned, 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 


FRIDAY, January 26, 1844: 
The president laid before the council the following, to wit: 
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“To the Legislative Council: 

I nominate Guerdon H., Merrill to be an auctioneer, and Thomas 

G. Nelson to be public administrator for the county of Portage, 

foi and after the 18th day of February next, when his present 
commission will expire. 
: Joha B. Jillson to be supreme court commissioner and Hiram 
Tuttle to be notary public forthe county of Racine. 

Ennias D. Masters to be aoig public for the county of Jeffer- 
son. 

Albert G. Northway to be public administrator for the county of 
Racine. 

J. D. DOTY. 

Executive Department, — 


Madison, January 26, 1844.” 
The council advised and consented to the several nominations 
made in said message, 


- SATURDAY, January 27, 1844. 


Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by rev. Mr. Cadle, 

The journal of yesterday was read. 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

Ordered, that the report of Mr. Martin from the judiciary com- 
mittee, as contained in the journal of yesterday, be amended as 
follows: j 

Insert after the words “ the county of Rock,” the words“ pray- 
ing fora change in the time of holding the spring term of the 
district court in said county.” 

Mr. Whiton offered the following resolution: 

« Whereas, it is stated on the 8th page of a document printed 
by order of the house of representatives, styled ‘ Auditor’s and 
‘Treasurer’s report,’ that ‘jt appears also from a communication of 
M. M. Strong, to the present legislature, that there is in the hands 
of Mr, Dunn, (meaning Francis J. Dunn) the sum of $361.50 
which we suppose is subject to the order of the legislature? and 
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Whereas, the sum thus stated to be in the hands of the said 
Dunn, was paid to Moses M. Strong in part payment of appropri- 
ations made to him by act of the legislative assembly, approved 
February 19th, 1841; 

Resolved, That said report, in representing the said Francis.L. - 
Dunn to be a debtor to the territory, contains an erroneous state- 
ment.” : 

Which was adopted. 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“Mr, President: I: am directed toinform this house thatthe 
. house of representatives have concurred in the following, without 
amendment: 

No. 30, (C.) A bill supplementary to än act to provide for the 
punishment of offences against the public peace ;? 

No. 50, (C.) € A bill to change the name of Cyrus Manchester 
Hussey Burgess to Cyrus Manchester Hussey Lay; 

No. 54, (C.) ‘A bill to change the name of Cordelia Elvira 
Hood to Cordelia Elvira Burris, and tu provide that said Cordelia 
shall be the adopted child and legal heir of Martin V. Burris; 

No. 40, (C.) * A bill to amend an act entitled an act concern- 
ing costs and fees; 

No. 55, (C.) € A bill to amend an act to incorporate the trustees 
of the Prairieville academy; 

No. 67, (C.) ‘A. bill to legalize the official acts of Rollin 
Blount; 

No. 24, t Joint resolution for information from the Treasury De- 
pariment relative to the expenses of the legislative assembly; 

And in the amendment of this house to 

No. 49, (HE) A bill to authorize school district No. 1, in Dane 
county, to levy an additional tax for building a school house ;? 

And in the amendments of this house to the first section of bill 

No, 43, (H)} ‘A bill to provide for the leasing of school sec- 
tions; 

And have refused to concur inthe 2d amendment, and have 
appointed Messrs. Hopkins and Darling a committee of confer- 
ence thereon. 

A conference is requested. 

The house of Tepresentatives have adhered to their non-con- 
currence in the amendments of this house to 
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Memorial No. 5, (H.) entitled ‘address of the legislature of 
the territory of Wisconsin to the secretary of the treasury of the 
United States,’ 

I am directed to present the following bills, resolution, and me- 
morials for the signature of the president, fo wit: 

No. 23, (H.) € An act to authorize the construction of certajn 
dams therein mentioned; 

No. 33. (H,) ¢ An act forthe relief of the county of Calumet; 

No. 2, (H.) “ Memorial to congress asking an amendment to 
the act of congress of the 20th of August, 1842, and for other 
purposes; 

No. 4, (H) ‘Resolution to appoint an agent to receive an ap- 
propriation to replenish the library: 

No. 48, (H.) «A bill to enable the county of Winnebago to ob- 
tain certain records from the counties of Brown and Fond du 
Lac; : 
No. 7, (C.) ‘A bill to provide for the election of clerks of the 
board of supervisors, and for other purposes; 

No. 81, (EH) ‘A bill to repeal the several, acts appointing a 
treasurer and auditor, and for other purposes; 

And the following for the concurrence of this house, to wit: 

No. 51, (H) ‘A bill to enable the county of Portage to pro- 
cure certain records from the county of Brown; 

No. 36, (H.) ʻA bill to authorize James Campbell and Thomas 
Stewart to build and maintain a dam on Sugar river; 

No. 28, (H.) ‘ Resolution prohibiting the introduction of new 
bils; 

No. 7, ({H.) Memorial to the congress of the United States, 
relative to a United States road from Prairie du Chien to La 
Pointe on Lake Superior? 

No. 8, (H.) ‘£ Memorial to congress for the indemnification of 
Elbert Dickinson,’ ” 

The president signed the bills named and presented with said 
message. 

A message from the governor, by Mr, Charles Doty, his private 
Secretary, to wit: 1 
“ To the Legislative Council: 

Bills entitled ‘An act to submit to the people of Wisconsin the 
question of the expediency of forming a state government,’ and 
‘An act to amend the act to incorporate the village of Souifiport,’ 
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were on yesterday approved and deposited in the office of the 
secretary of the territory. 

I have this day approved and deposited in the office of the sec- 
retary, a bill entitled ‘An act to authorize the president and trus- 
tees of the town of Milwaukee to borrow money.’ meee 


i J. D. DOTY. 

Executive Depirtment, 

Madison, January 27, 1844.” 

Which was. read. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: Iam directed to present for your signature, 
the following, to wit: 

No, 17. (C ) ‘A bill relative to the district courts in the second 
and third judicial districts, and for other purposes;? 

No 49, ({.) ‘A bill to authorize school district No, 1, in Dane 
county to levy an additional tax for building a school house, ” 

The president signed the bills presented with said message. 

No. 28, (H.) ‘Resolution prohibiting the introduction of new 
bills,’ was adopted. 

The following bills and memorials wete severally read the first 
and sccond times, to wit: 

No. 51, (H) ‘A bill to enable the county of Portage to procure 
certain records from the county of Brown;” 

No. 36, (IL) ‘A bill to authorize James Campbell and Thomas 
Stewart to build and maintain adam across Sugar river;’ 

No. 7, (H.) * Memorial to the Congress of the United States 
relative to a United States road from Prairie du Chien to La 
— on lake Superior; . 

No. 8, (H.) § Memorial to congress for ws indemnification of 
Elbert Dickinson; 

On motion.of Mr. Whiton, 

So much of the message of this morning from the house of 
representatives as relates to 

No. 43, (I1) ‘A bill to provide for the leasing of school seç- 
tions,’ 

Was laid on the table, 

No, 68, (C.) ‘A bill relating to territorial roads,’ 

Was read the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 

No, 2, (H.) *A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses,’ 
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Was read the third time; and the question that it do pass hay- 
ing been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 5, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
- Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Moses M. Strong, and White. 

Those who voted in the negative, were ` 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, ute and Strong, 
(pres*t.) 

Mr. Martin moved to reconsider said vote, ‘tien: on his motion, 
said motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

The council went into committee of the whole, (the rules hav- 
ing been suspended for that purpose) on the following, to wit: 

No. 7, (EL) * Memorial to the congress of the United States 
relative to a United States road from Prairie du Chien to La 
Pointe on lake Superior? 

No. 8, (H.} ‘Memorial to congress for the indemnification of 
Elbert Dickinson; l 

No. 36, (H.) ‘A bill to authorize James Campbell and Thomas 
. Stewart to build and maintain a dam across Sugar river; 

No. 51, (FL) ‘A bill to enable the county of Portage to pro- 
cure certain records from the county of Brown;’ and 

No. 69, (C.) ‘A bill relative to the register of deeds of Brown 
county; 

Mr, Dewey in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported as follows: No. 7, (H.) me- 
morial; No. 8, (H.) memorial; No. 36, (H.) bill; No. 51, (H.) bill; 
severally without amendment; and 

No. 69, (C.) with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned; 

Which report was adopted. 

Said billsand memorials, No. '7, No. 8, and No. 51, were sever- 
ally read the third time, passed, and the titles thereof agreed to. 

No. 36, (H) A bill to authorize James Campbell and Thomas 

Stewart to build and maintain a dam across Sugar river; 

And the question that the bill do pass having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative ayes 8, noes 1. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Martin, Rountree, 
White, and Strong, (pres’t.), 
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Moses M. Strong voted in the negative. 
So the bill passed, and the title thereof wa greed to. 
On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

The motion to reconsider the yote postponing until the first . 
Monday of January, 1845, f 

No. 4, (11) ‘Address of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the United States;’ was taken up, 

And the said yote was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

Said memorial was re-committed to the committee of the 
whole, and the coancil went into committee of the whole thereon, 

Mr. Frank in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said address back to the 
council without amendment, when 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

Said address was referred to a select committee of two. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Rountree and Moses M. Strong 
said committee. 

A message from the konse of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“Mr. President: [am directed to present for your signature, 
the following bills, to wit: 

No. 50, (C.) ‘A bill to change the name of Cyrus Manchester 
Hussèy Burgess to Cyrus Manchester Hussey Lay; 

No. 54,(C.) «A bill to change the name of Cordelia Elvira 
Hood to Cordelia Elvira Burris, und to provide that said Cordelia 
shall be the adopted child and legal heir of Martin V. Burris; 

No. 55, (C } ‘A bill to amendan act to incorporate the trustees 
of the Prairieville academy; 

No, 67, (C.) ‘A bill to legalize the. official acts of Rollin - 
Blount; : 

And for the concurrence of this house, 

No. 46, (H.) ‘A bill to punish trespass on lands.” 

The president signed the bills named in said message. 

Mr. Barber, from the committee on enrollment, submitted the 
following report: 

“ The committee on enrollment report as correctly enrolled; 

‘An act to authorize school district No. 1, in Dane county to 
levy an additional tax for building a school house; 
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‘An act relatingto the district courts in the second and third 
judicial districts, aft for other purposes; 

‘An act to legalize the official acts of Rollin Blount? 

‘An act to change the name of Cyrus Manchester, Hussey Bur- 
gess to Cyrus Manchester Hussey Lay;? 

‘An act to change the name of Cordelia Elvira Hood to Corde- 
lia Elvira Burris, and to provide that said Cordelia shall be the ad- 
opted child and legal heir of Martin V. Burris; 

‘An act to amend an act to incorporate the -trustees of the 
Prairieville academy ;’ 

Also, that they have on this day presented to the governor, for 
his approval, 

‘An act to incorporate the village of Geneva;’ 

‘An act relating to the district courts in the second and third 
judicial districts, and for other purposes;’ 

‘An act to authorize school district No. 1, in Dane county to 
levy an additional tax for building a school house;’ ` 

‘An act to authorize the construction of certain dams tkorein 
named; 

‘An act for the relief of the county of Calumet; 

‘An act to repeal the several acts appointing a treasurer and 
auditor, and for other purposes; 

‘An act to provide for the election of dai of the boards of 
supervisors, and for other purposes? 

‘An act to enable the county of Winnebago to obtain certain 
records from the counties of Brown and Fond du Lac.” 

No. 46, (H.) “A bill to punish trespass om lands,” 

Was read the first and second times, and the councjl went into 
committee of the whole thereon, 

Mr. Dewey in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment; when, 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

(The rules having been suspended for that purpose,} said bill 
was read the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 

Mr. Baker offered the following resolution, to wit: : 

“Resolved, That the Hon. Henry Dodge, delegate in congress 
from this territory, be respectfully requested to use his influence 
and exertions to procure -the early establishment of a post office 
jin the town of East Troy, in the county of Walworth:” 
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Which was adopted. _ 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Leave was given to Edward Topping to withdraw his petition 
and documents for a divorce. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief _ 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr, President: I am directed to present the following for the’ 
concurrence of this house: 

No. 30, (HL) “Resolution to rescind resolution No. 15, (H.) rel- 
ative to adjournment; 

And to inform the council that the house of representatives 
have concurted in bills of this house, as follows: 

No. 37, (C.) ‘A bill to amend the act coneeinigg proceedings 
in courts of record, and for other purposes;? 

No. 64, (C.) ʻA bill in relation to certain county officers in St. 
Croix county ;’ 

And that the governor has notified the house of representatives 
that he did, on the 26h instant, approve and deposite in the office 
of the secietary.of the territory, 

‘An act to change the uame of the town of Nemahbin, in 1 the 
county of Milwaukee; and that bill 

No. 22, (of this house) ‘A bill to amend an act entitled an act 
concerning notaries public;’ 

Has been indefinitely postponed by the house of representa- 
tives.” 

No, 30, (H.) ‘Resolution to rescind resolution No. 15, (H.,) rel- 
ative to adjournment;’ was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

It was amended by striking out the preamble. 

Mr, Martin objected to entertaining said resolution, as being 
out of order. 

The president ruled that it was out of order to entertain said 
-resolution. 

Moses M. Strong appealed from the decisibn of the president, 
and moved also that the question on the appeal do lie on the table. 

And the question, that said appeal do lie on the tahle, having 
been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 8, noes 3; 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
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Messrs, Baker, Crocker, Frank, Martin, Moses M. aang; Whi- 
ton, and Strong, (pres’t.) - 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey and Rountree, 

So the question on the appeal was laid on the table. 

‘Moses M. Strong offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That resolution tendering to the reverend Mr. Ca- 
dle the use of the council chamber, is hereby rescinded. 

Which was adopted. 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr President: I am directed to present for yout signature 

No. 40 (C.) ‘A bil! to amend an ast entitled ‘an act concerning 
costs and fees; ? and 

No. 30, (C.} ‘A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the 
punishment of offences against the public peace.’ ” 

The president signed the bills named in said message. 

Mr. Barber, frora the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: 

“The cominittee on enrollment report, that they have on this 
day presented to the governor for his approval, 

‘Anact to change the name of Cordelia Elvira Hood, to Corde- 
lia Elvira Burris, and to provide that said Cordelia shall be the 
adopted child and legal heir of Martin V. Burris; 

‘An act to change the name of Cyrus Manchester Hussey Bur- 
gess to Cyrus Manchester Hussey Lay; 

‘An act to amend an act to OE DRENE the trustees of the Prai- 
rieville Academy; and 

‘An act to legalize the official acts of Rollin Sr i ea 

Also, as correctly enrolled, 

‘An act supplementary to an‘ act to provide for the punishment 
of offences against the publie peace, and ` 

‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘an act concerning costs and 
fees’ ” 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 
The council took a recess till 3 o’clock, P. M. 


ƏRİ 
THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


À message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: ' i 

“Mr. President: I am directed to present for your signature 

No. 46, (T.) ʻA bill to punish trespass on lands.’ 

And for the concurrence of this house, 

No. 40, (H.) ‘A bill to provide for the payment of the expenses 
of the legislative assembly therein mentioned.’ 

And to inform you that the house of representatives have con- 
curred in bill No. 68, (C.) ‘A bill relating to territorial roads.’ ” 

The bills requiring the signature of the president, named in said 
message, were then signed by him. 

Mr. Rountree, from the select committee to which was referred 

No. 4, (H.) “Address of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin, to the senate and house of 
representatives of the United States,” reported the same back to 
the council, when 

The council went into committee of the whole thereon, 

Mr. Barber in the chair, — 

. The committee rose and reported said address back to the coun: 
cil with a substitute, which they recommended to be adopted. 

The council concurred in the report of the committee of the 
whole, and 

Said address was read the third time and passed.. 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

The title was amended by striking out the word “ address,” and 
- Inserting in lieu thereof the word “ memorial;” and agreed to as 
amended. 

No. 40, (H.) “A bill to provide for the payment of the expenses 
of the legislative assembly therein mentioned,” was read the first 
second times, and 

The council went into committee of the whole thereon, 

Mr. Frank in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
with divers amendments, a part of which were concurred in. 

The question then being on concurring in the amendment of 
the committee of the whole, whereby in the appropriation“to Nel- 
son Bigman, the word “fifty” was stricken out, and the, word 
**twenty-five” inserted, it was put, and 
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it was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 2. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank, Martin, Rountree, and 
Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negitive, were 

Messrs. Dewey and Moses M. Strong. 

So the council concurred in the report of the committee of the 
whole on said bill. : 

Moses M. Strong moved to amend said bill, by striking ont of 
the appropriation to William W. Wyman, the sum of “ five hun- 
dred and twenty-eight dollars,” and insert in lieu thereof the sum 
of “eight hundred and sixty-three dollars and fifty cents;” and 
the question having been put, i 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 4, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were : 

Messrs. Crocker, Frank, Martin, and Moses M. Strong. ` 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Dewey, Rountree, White, and Strong 
(presd’t ) 

So the council reftised so to amend said bill. 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill to a third 
reading, when 

Messrs. Moses M. Strong and Strong (prest’t,) were excused 
from voting thereon. 

The question was then put, and 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 2. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Rountree, and White. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber and Martin. 

So the said bill was ordered to a third reading. 

A message fiom the house of representatives by ‘their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: I am directed to present the following for the 
signature of the president, to wit: + 

No. 7, (H.) ‘ Memorial to the congress of the United States 

_ Telative toa United States road from Prairie du Chien to La Pointe 
Ža on Lake Superior; 


283 


No. 8, (H.) ‘Memorial to congress for the andemmlieaton of 
Elbert Dickinson; 

No. 36, (H.) ‘A bill to authorize James Campbell and Robert 
Sfewart to build and maintain a dam on Sugar river; 

No. 51, (H) ‘A bill to enable the county of Portage to proeure- 
certain records from the county of Brown;’ 

No. 87, (C.) ‘A bill to amend the act concerning proceedings 
in courts of record, and for other purposes;? 

No, 64, (C.) ‘A bill in relation to certain county officers in St. 
Croix connty;? i 

No. 68, (C.) ʻA bill relating to territorial roads.’ 

And for the concurrence of this house, 

No. 52, (H.) ʻA bill to enable schoot districts to raise taxes.’ 

And have concurred in No. 46, (C.) ‘A bill making appropria- 
tions out of the territorial treasury for the payment of certain debts 
therein named,’ with an amendment, in which I am directed to ask 
the concurrence of this house.” > 

The president signed the memorials and bills presented for his 
signalure with said message. 

Mr. Barber, from the committee on enrollment, submitted the 
following report: 

“ The committee on enrollment report, that they have on this 
day presented to the governor for his approval, 

‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘an act concerning costs and 
fees;? 

‘An act supplementary to an act to provide for the punishment 
of offences against-the public peace,’ and 

‘An act to punish trespass on lands,’ 

As correctly enrolled, 

‘An act to punish trespass on lands; 

‘An act to amend the act concerning proceedings in courts of 
record, and for other purposes,’ 

‘An act to authorize James Campbell and Robert Stewart to . 
build and maintain a dam onthe Sugar river;? 

‘An act in relation to certain county ocas in St. Croix 
county; 

‘An act to enable the county of Portage to procure certain re- 
cords from the county of Brown? 

: DA omoa to congress for the indem ification of Elbert Dick- 
inson;’ 


284 


t Memorial to the congress of the United Slates relative to a 
United States road from Prairie du Chein to La Pointe, on Lake 
Superior; 

‘An act relating to territorial roads.’ 

. They have presented to the governor on this day, 

‘An act in relation to certain county officersin St. Croix county ? 

‘An act to amend the act concerning proceedings in courts of 
record, and fur other purposes;’ 

‘An act relating to territorial roads;? 

‘An act to authorize James Campbell and Thomas Stewart to 
build and maintain a dam on the Sugar river;’ 

‘An act to enable the county of Portage to procure certain re- 
cdrds from the county of Brown; 

€ Memorial to the congress of the United States relative to a 
United States road from Prairie du Chein to La Pointe, on Lake 
Superior; 


‘ Memorial to congress for the indemnification of Elbert Dick- 
inson.’” 


t 


Mr. Baker, from the committee on legislative expenditures, ask- 
-ed that said committee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the following resolution, adopted by the council on the 
18th day of December last, to wit: 

“Resolved, That the committee on legislative expenditures be 
instructed to report, during the present week, an appropriation 
bill for legislative expenses during the past and present sessions 
of the legislature, so far as they can be ascertained.” 

Which was granted, and the committee discharged. 

Mr. Martin moved that all rules be suspended in order to per- 
mit him to introduce, a bill to organize the county of Portage; 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 5, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank and Martin, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, White and Strong 
(pres*dt.) i 

So the council refused to suspend the rules. 

No. 52, (H.) “A bill to enable school districts to raise money,” 
was read the first and second times. 
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No. 46, (C.) “A bill making appropriations out of the territorial 
treasury for the payment of certain debts therein named,” was 
taken up, 

And the question being on the amendment of the house of rep- 
resentatives, inserting five hundred and &fty dollars, in the appro” 
priation to Mortimer M. Jackson, was put, and decided in the 
negative, ayes 5, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Birber, Frank, Rountree, Moses M, Strong and White. 

Those who voted in the negativej were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Martin and Strong (pres’dt.) 

So the council refused to concur in the amendment of the house 
of representatives, 

Mr. Rountree moved to take up 

No. 80, (FL) “Resolution totrescind resolution No. 15 (H.} rel- 
ative to adjournment,” with the questions pending thereon; 

Which was agreed to. 

Moses M. Strong moved {o postpone the consideration thereof 
until half-past 6 o’clock, P. M.; which was disagreed to. 

Moses M. Strong moved to postpone the consideration thereof 
until 7 o'clock, P, M.; which was disagreed to, : 

The question then recurred on the appeal of Moses M. Strong 
from the decision of the president; 

Mr. White moved a call of the council, 

Which was had, and Mr. Whiton reported as absent. 

The sergeant-at-arms was despatched after the absentee; who, 
having appeared in his seat, 

Mr. Martin withdrew his motion on the point of order raised by 
him, and demanded the previous question; 

Which demand being sustained by a majority of the council, 
the questions, “shall the main question be now put?” was put, and 
decided in the affirmative, ayes 8, noes 3. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, 
Whiton and Strong (pres'dt.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Frank, Moses M. Strong and White. 

` So the council ordered the main question to be put. 
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Pending the question thereon, 

Moses M. Strong moved to adjourn; | 

The president decided the motion to be out of order, 

Moses M. Strong appealed from the decision of the chair, 

The question, “shall the decision of the president stand as the 
judgment of the council?” was then put, and decided in the af- 
fimative, ayes 9, noes IL. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Birber, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Martin, Roun- 
tree, White and Whiton. 

Moses M. Strong voted in the negative. 

So the decision of the president was sustained. 

The main qaestion, which was on the adoption of said resolu- 
tion, was then put, and decided in the negative, ayes 5, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the afftmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree and Strong 
{pres’dt.) 

So the council refused to adopt said resolution. ; 

Moses M. Strong, on leave, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the governor be requested immediately to send 
to the respective houses in which they originated all bills ia his 
possession, either with or without his signature, as the legislature 
is about to adjourn; 

And the question, that the resolution be adopted, having beea 
put, : 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 1, noes 8, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Moses M. Strong. voted in the affirmative, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Martin, Roun- 
tree, White, Whiton and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the resolution was rejeeted. 

Moses M. Strong, on leave, offered the following resolution: 

Kesolved, That a committee of two be appointed to act in con- 
junction with a similar committee’to be appointed. on the part of 
the house of representatives to wait on his excellency the gov- 
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ernor, and inform him that the two houses have determined to ad- 
journ on the 29th of January inst, at 7 o’clock, P. M. sine die, 
and that the house of representatives be requested to appoint a 
similar committee.” 

Mr. Maitin moved to amend said resolution, by striking out all - 
after.the word “resolved,” and inserting the following “that the 
council will take a recess until 7 o’clock, P. M.” 

Moses M. Strong demanded the previous question, which was 
seconded by a majority of the council. 

The question “shall the main question be now put?” was then 
put, 

And decided in the affirmative. 

The main question, which was on the adoption of said resolution, 
_ was then put, 

And decided in the negative, ayes 4, noes 5. 
And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs, Crocker, Dewey, Moses M. Strong and Strong (presd’t.) 
Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Barber, Martin, Rountree, White and Whiton. 
So the said resolution was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Martin, 
The council took a recess till 8 o’clock, P. M. 


EIGHT O'CLOCK, P. M. 


No. (40,) H. “A bill to provide for the payment of the expenses l 

of the legislative assembly therein mentioncd,” was again taken up. 
On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

- Said bill was amended, in the appropriation to John Catlin, Post 
Master, by inserting before the word “six” the word “thirty.” 

Mr, Martin moved to amend said bill by adding the following 
as an additional section: 

Sec. 2, That the balance of the funds appropriated by congress 
for the payment of the expenses of the legislative assembly for the 
current year which may remain after deducting from such fund 
the per diemand mileage of the members, the pay of officers and 
other incidental expenses provided for in this act, and the printing 
laws and journals as authorized by joint resolution of the legisla- 
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tive assembly, be and the said balance is hereby appropriated to 
be expended under the direction of Charles M. Baker in the pur- 
chase of books for the library: Provided, that the first books tobe 
purchased, shall be such volumes of reports as complete the setts 
which have been heretofore purchased apd are now peronuibg. to 
the library. 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

Said amendment was amended, by striking out therefrom the 
following, to wit: “and the printing of the laws and journals as 
authorized by joint resolations of the legislative assembly.” 

The said amendment offered by Mr. Martin, as amended, was 
adopted. 

Moses’ M. Strong moved to strike out of that part of the bill 
appropriating one hundred and seventy-one dollars to Charles 
Doty, the words, “one hundred and seventy-one dollars;” 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 4, noes 5, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Moses M. Strong and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Frank, Martin, Rountree and Strong (pres’dt.} 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill toa third read- 
ing, when 

Mr. Whiton moved a ¢all of the council, 

Which was had, and Messrs. Baker, Frank and White were re- 

ported absent. 
' The sergeant-at-arms was despatched after ibe absentees. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: {am dieni to present for your signature, 

No. 4, (FLY) ‘Memorial of the council and house of representa- 
tives of the territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of rep- 
‘resentatives of the United States;’ 

And to inform the council that the house of representatives 
have concurred in the under mentioned bill, with amendments, 
in which the concurrence of this house is requested, to wit: 

No. 24, (C.) ‘A bill to amend an act entitled an act concern~ 
ing justices of the peace, and for other purposes’ ” 

The president signed the bill presented with said message. 
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® : 

Mr. Barber, from the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: . - 

The committee on enrollment report as correctly enrolled: 

“Memorial of the council and house of representatives of the 
territory of Wisconsin to the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States.” 7 

Messrs. White and Whiton having appeared in their seats, 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

Further proceedings under the call were dispensed with.” 

Mr. Whiton then moved to. amend said bill No. 40, (H.) by 
striking out “twenty-five,” in the appropriation to Nelson Bigman; 
and inserting in lieu thereof, “forly-nine;” 

And the question having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 5, noes 4. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the afirmative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Frank, Moses M. Strong, Whiton and Strong 
(pres*dt.) z 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Martin, Rountree aná White, 

So the bill was so amended. 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill toa third read- 
ing, and having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 5, noes 2, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, (Messrs. Moses 
M. Strong and Strong (pres’t) having been excused from voting,y 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, White and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Martin and Rountree. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Martin moved that it be read a third time now, which was 
agreed to. 

Moses M. Strong, on leave, presented the petition of 284 citi- 
zens of Potosi, in Grant county, to give foreigners the right of suf- 
frage; which, on his motion, was Jaid on the table. 

A message in writing fiom the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, 
his private secretary; to wit: 

“To the Legislative Council: 

ĮI have this day appraved and ‘deposited i in the office of the sec 

telary of the territory bills with the following titles, to wit: 
37 


- 
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` e 
tAn act relating to territorial roads; 


‘An act to amend an act concérning costs and fees; r 
tAn act supplementary to an act to provide for the paheni 
of offences against the public peace.’ l 
J. D. DOTY, 
Executive Department, l 
Madison, January 27, 1844." 


No, 24, (C.) “A bil to amend an act entitled an act concerning 
justices of the peace, and for other purposes;” was then taken up, 
and the question being on concurring in the amendments of the 
house, . 

Mr, Dewey moved to postpone said question indefinitely; 

Mr. Crocker moved the previous question; and pending the 
question thereon, 

Mr. Whiton moved that.so much of the message of the house 
of representatives as relates to said bill do lie on the table; 

And the question having been put, 

It was decided in the negative ayes 5, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey, Martin, Rountree and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White and 
Strong (pres’dt.) f 

The question then recurred on Mr. Crocker’s motion for the 
previous question, and having been seconded by a majority of the 
council; the question, 

* «Shall the main question be now put?” 

Was put, and decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, and 
Strong (pres’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey, Martin, Rountree and Whiton. 

So the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question, that the council concur in the amendments 
of the house of representatives, was then put, 

And decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 


é 291 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, and 
Strong (pres’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, and Whiton. 

So the amendments of the house of sepresentatives were 
agreed to, 

Moses M. Strong moved to take up the motion to reconsider 
the vote, uegaliving 

No. 2, (H.) ‘A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses; 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Birber, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, and 
Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, and Strong‘ (pres.) 

So the said motion was taken up. 

The question on reconsideration was then put, and 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5; 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, and 
Whiton, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, and Strong,(pres’t,) 

So the vole negativing said bill was reconsidered. 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill to a third read- 
ing, ard having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes, 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, and 
Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, and Strong, (pres’t.) 

So the said bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Crocker moved to reconsider the vote by which the coun- : 
cil refused to concur in 
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No. 30, (H.) € Resolution to rescind resolution No. 15, (H.) re}- 

ative to adjournment,’ 
` And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and poes having been erdered, 

Those who voted"fn the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White, and 
Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber, Dewey, Martin, Rountree, and Strong, (pres’t.) 

So the said vote was reconsidered. 

Moses M, Strong moved to amend said resolution by striking 
out the words “ first day of February, next,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof, “ thirty-first day of January, instant;” 

‘ And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 4. 

And the ayesand noes having been ordéred, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Moses M. Strong, 
White, and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Barber, Martin, Rountree, and Strong (pres"t.) 

So the said resolution was amended. 

-The question then recurred on concurring: in said resolation, 
and having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 4. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Muses M. Strong, White and 
W hiton, ` 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Martin, Rountree, and Strong (pres’t.) 

So the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. Barber moved to adjourn; 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 2, noes 9, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Barber and Dewey. l i “e 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
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Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Martin, Rountree, Moses M, 
Strong, White, Whiton, and Strong (pres’t.) 


So the council refused to adjourn. 


A message from the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, his private _ 


secretary, fo wit: 
To the Legislative Council: 
I have this day approved and deposited j in the office of the se~ 
cretary of the territory bills with the following titles, to wit: 
‘An act to change the name of Cordelia Elvira Hood to Corde- 
lia Elvira Burris, and to provide that said Cordelia shall-be the 
adopted child’and legal heir of Martin V. Burris,’ 


£ 
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tAn act to change the name of Cyrus Manchester Hussey Bur-. 


gess to Cyrus Manchester Hussey Lay; 

‘An act to incorporate the village of Geneva; 

‘An act to amend an aet to incorporate the trustees of the Prai- 
rieville Academy; - 

‘An act relating to the district courts in the second and third ju- 
dicial districts, and for other purposes; 

‘An act to provide for the election of clerks.of the boards of su- 
pervisois, and for other purposes; 

‘An act so legalize the official acts of Rollin Blount.’ 

- J. D. DOTY. 


Executive Department, 
- Madison, January 27, 1844.” 


Moses M. Strong moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
council refused to suspend the rules and read No. 40, (HL) “A bill 
to provide for the payment of the expenses of the legislative as- 
sembly therein mentioned,” now; 

Which was agreed to, and the rules were suspended. 

The following blanks in said bill were filled with the following 
sums, to wit: 

First blank in the appropriation to Marshall M. Strong, for ser- 
vices ag president of the council, with “fifty-eight,” and the sec- 
ond with “seventy-four.” 

First blank in the appropriation to George H. Walker with “ff 
ty-eight,” and the second with “seventy-four.” 

First blank in the appropriation to Mason ©. Darling, for servi- 
ces as speaker pro tem. with “two,” and the second with “six.”, 


The blank in the second section of the bill was filled with — 
Charles M, Baker.” 
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On motion of Moses M. Strong, the following amendments were 
made to said bill, viz: 

In the item to Mason C. Darling, for making certain examina- 
tions, strike out the words “in the month of June last.” 

In the appropriatign to Nehemiah Locy, strike out “one,” and 
insert “seven.” 

In the appropriation to Charles Doty, strike out“ one,” and in- 
sert “seven,” and strike out “ nine” and insert “ seven.” 

The question then recurred on the passage of said bill, and hav- 
ing been pat, Í 

It was decided in the negative; ayes 3, noes 4. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Frank, and White., 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs, Barber, Martin, Rountree, and Moses M. Strong. 

Moses M. Strong moved a reconsideration of said vote. 

Pending the question thereon, the chief clerk of the house of 
representatives having been announced, the fullowing message 
was delivered, to wit: ` 

« Mr. President: The governor has notified the house of rep- 
resentatives that he has on this day approved and deposited in the 
office of the secretary of the territory bills and memorials, as fol- 
lows: 

‘An act for the relief of the county of Calumet? 

‘An act to authorize the construction of certain dams therein 
mentioned;’ 

‘An to punish trespass on lands; 

‘An act to authorize school district-number one, in Dane coun- 
ty, to Jay an additional tax for building a school house; 

‘An act to enable the county of Winnebago to obtain certain 
records from the counties of Brown and Fond du Loc? 

‘An act to authorize James Campbell and ‘Thomas Stewart to 
build and maintain a dam on the Sngar river; i 

‘An act to enable the county of Portage to obtain certain re- 
cords from the county of Brown;* also, 

‘A, memorial to the congress of the United States relative to a 
United States road from Prairie du Chein to La Pointe, on Lake 
Superior; and 

‘A memorial to congress for the indemnification of Albert Dick- 
inson? 
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Iam directed to inform the council that the house of represen- 
tatives have insisted on their amendment to bill No. 46, (C.) ‘A 
bill making appropriations out of the territorial treasury for certain 
debts therein named,’” 

The question was then pnt on Moses M. Strong’s motion to re- ` 
consider the vote refusing to pass bill No, 40. (EL) ee 

And it was decided in the affirmative, 

The question then recurred on the passage of said bill, and 
having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 2. 

And the ayeseind noes having been ordered, 

Messrs, Moses M. Strong and Strong (presd"t.) were excused 
from voting. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Martin, White, and Whiton, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber and Rountree. 

So the bil] passed, and the title was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

The council adjourned, 


MONDAY, January 29, 1844. 


The council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the rev. Mr. Cadle. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Nr, President: I am directed to inform this house that the 
house of representatives have concurred in all the amendments of 
the council to bill No. 40, (H.) «A bill to provide for the payment 
of the expenses of the legislative assembly therein mentioned,’ 
with an amendment, which provides for allawing five dollars to 
John W. Trowbridge, for writing done for the legislative assembly 
during its present session, except the amendment to W. W. Wy- 
man of $18 50, for papers furnished the executive office, in which 
they have refused to concur, 
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Í am further directed to inform this house, that the amendment 
of this house to resolution No. 30, (H.) ‘ Resolution to rescind re- 
solution No. 15, (H.) relative to adjournment,’ has been concur- 
red in by the house of representatives.” 

The councii then took up 

No. 40, (H,) “A bill to provide for the payment of the expen- 
ses of the legislative assembly therein mentioned,” when 

The amendments of the house to the amendments of the coun- 
cil were concurred in. 

The council receded from their amendment, striking out the 
sum of $13 50, to W. W. Wyman, for papers furfiished the exec- 
ulive office, 

Moses M. Strong offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the council cause to be insert- 
ed in the printed journal of the present session, the report of the 
joint select committee to settle with Daniel Baxter, reported Aprik 
7, 1848, and omitted in the printed journal of the last session of 
the council by mistake, 

Which was adopted, [Ses Aprenprx, doc. © L.”] 

No. 2, (H.) “A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses,” was taken up, 

And the question, that the bill do now pass, having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 3. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Moses M, Strong, White, and 
Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Rountree, and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the said bill passed; and the title was agreed to. 

Mr. Crocker moved to reconsider the vote by which the council 
concurred in the first amendment of the house of representatives 
to No, 24, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act concern- 
ing justices of the peace,’ and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Rountree moved a call of the council, which was had, and 

, Messrs. Dewey, Martin, and Moses M. Strong were reported ab- 
sent, : 

The absentees having appeared in their seats, 

The question, that said vote be reconsidered, was put, and 

It was decided in the affirmative; ayes 8, noes 3. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
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Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Baker, Barber, Crocker, Frank, Moses M. Strong, 
‘White, Whiton, and Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Martin, and Rountree. ae 

Mr. Martin moved to amend the first amendment of the house 
of representatives, by striking out all after the word “ Provided,” 
and insert as follows: “ Also, that in all cases where an appeal is 
not allowed by the provisions of this section, it shall be lawful for 
either party to remove the cause to the district court by a writ of 
certiorari; and so much of article twelfth of the act entitled ‘an 
act concerning justices of the peace,’ as will be necessary to car- 
ry the provisions of this section into effect, is hereby retained, 
section fourteen of this act to the contrary notwithstanding; and 
in such cases it shall be the duty of the justice to return all the 
testimony and proceedings had before him.” 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative; ; ayes 7, noes 4, 

And the ayes and noes having os ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Crocker, Frank, Moses M. Strong g, White, Whi- 
ton, and Strong (presd’t.) . 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Birber,-Dewey, Martin, and Rountree. 

No. 46, (C.) “A bill making appropriations out of the territorial 
treasury for the payment of certain debts therein named,” was ta- 
ken up, and 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

The council insisted on its vote, disagreeing to the amendment 
of thé house of representatives to said bill. 

No. 48, (HL) “A bill to provide for the leasing of school sec- 
tions,” was taken up, and 

Mr. Rountree moved that the council insist on its second 
amendment to said bill; and pending the question thereon, 

Mr. Whiton moved that said Lill do lie on the table, 

Which was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Rountree’s motion to insist; 
which was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

Ordered, that a committee of conference be eppointed on the 
disagreeing vote of the two houses on said bill. 

38 
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The president appointed Messrs. Rountree and Crocker said 
committee. i 

The council then went into committee of the whole on 

No. 52, (H ) “A bill to enable school districts to raise money;” 

Mr. Whiton in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment, when 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The rules were suspended, and said bill was read the third 

time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

No. 66, (C.) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to provide 
for and regulate general elections,’” was taken up, 

And on his motion, said bill was amended by adding thereto the 
following proviso: 

“ Provided, that when a person shall offer his vote, who is in 
whole or in part of the negro blood, such person shall not be al- 
lowed to vote unless he shall be a freeholder, or shall possess and 
own personal property of the value of one hundred dollars.” 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill to be engross- 
ed for a third reading, when 

Moses M. Strong moved that the same be indefinitely postpon- 
ed; and the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 5, noes 6. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Rountree, Moses-M. Strong, and 
Strong (pres’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were : 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Martin, White and Whiton. 

So the council refused to postpone the same indefinitely. 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill to a third read- 
ing; and having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Frank, Martin, White and Whiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Rountree, Moses M, Strong and’ 
Strong (pres’t,) 
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So the said bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

No. 14, (C.) ‘Resolution relative to the termination of the 
present session on the 17th of January, 1844,” was taken up. - 

Moses M, Strong moved to amend said resolution, by striking 
out all after the word “ that” after “resolved,” and insert as fol- 
lows: 

& Charles M. Baker, be, and hereby is appointed the agent of 
the territory of Wisconsin, with full power and authority to pre- 
sent to the treasury department of the United States, for adjust-, 
ment and settlement, all claims for arrearages of the expenses of 
the legislative assembly, and to receive all such sums as may be 
paid for such arrearages under the net of the 20th August, 1842; 
and that the sums which shall be thas audited and allowed and 
paid to the said agent, shall be paid over by him, under the direc- 
- tion of the legislative assembly, to the persons to whom the same 
shall of right belong: and for the purpose of accomplishing the 
objects of this appointment, the said agent is hereby authorizetl 
to receive from the treasurer of the territory all duplicate receipts 
in his hands which he has received under the act of the legisla- 
tive assembly, approved February 15th, 1842, upon executing a 
receipt to the treasurer for the same; and the said treasurer is 
hereby required, upon receiving such receipt, to deliver up to said 
agent all such duplicate receipts. 

Resolved, further, That the said agent shall give notice in all 
the newspapers of the territory of his appointment, and request 
all persons holding any bonds, certificates, or scrip for any such 
arrearages, to present the same to him for adjustment at the treas- 
ury department. 

Resolved, further, That the said agent shall ascertain by means 
of such information as he can obtain at the said treasury depart- 
ment and otherwise, and report fully to the legislative assembly, 
at its next session, the total amount of all outstanding and unpaid 
claims against the United States for the expenses of the legisla- 
tive assembly, setting them forth in detail, specifying. the nature ` 
and amount of the claim, the name of the claimant, and by virtue 
of what authority it accrued, è 

Resolved, further, That the said agent shall report, fully, the 
manner in which he has discharged the duties and powers hereby 
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intrusted to him, to the legislative assembly during the first week 
of its next session; and the said agent shall have no claim for 
any compensation except the actual expenses necessarily incurred 
while attending to the duties hereby enjoined, 

. Resolved, further, That the treasurer of the territory shall not 
be considered as liable upon his official bond fur any vouchers he 
may deliver under these resolutions to the agent hereby appoint- 
ed, and that the said agent shall, before he receives said vouch- 
ers, execute to the territory a bond in the penal sum of fourteen 
thousand dollars, with two or more sureties, to be approved by the 

superintendent of territorial property, and to be filed in his office: 
Provided, that the whole amount of compensation for the services 
to be perfurmed under the foregoing resolutions, shall not, in any 
event, exceed two hundred dollars.” 
The question then recurred on adopting said resolution, and 
having been put, 
It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 2. 
And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
* Those who voted in the affirmative, were 


Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Moses M. Strong, White and 
Strong (pres’t.) 


Those who voted in ihe negative, were + 

Messrs. Martin and-Rountree. 

So the resolution was passed. 

On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

The title to said resolution was amended, by striking out all a£ 
ter the word “ Resolution,” and inserting “ appointing an agent to 
present certain claims at the treasury-department for settlement, 
and for other pnrposes;” and agreed to as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

No. 58, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the Southport Brass Band,” 
was taken up, and 

The council went into committee of the whole thereon, 

Mr. Barber in the chair. 


The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
without amendment. 


Mr. Dewey moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed, 

Which was disagr€ed to. 

Mr, Martin moved to amend said bill by striking out all after 
the enacting clause, and inserting as follows: 
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“Section 1. That the county of Portage’ shall be, and is hereby 
declared to be, an organized county, and as such the inhabitants 
thereof shall have, possess and enjoy, alj the rights, privileges and 
immunities which are possessed and enjoyed by the inhabitants 
of other counties of the territory, organized for all purposes whata ~ 
soever. 

Sec. 2. Said county shall compose a part of the second judi- ~ 
cial district, and courts shall be held therein, to the exclusion of 
the jurisdiction heretofore exercised by the district court of Dane 
county, and all suits, recognizances, appeals, writs, process or pro-/ 
ceedings commenced, taken, or had in and to the district court of 
Dane county befpre the time when this act takes effect, shall be 
heard, prosecuted and determined in the same manner and with 
like effect as if this act had not been passed. 

Sec. 3, The county seat of said county of Portage is hereby 


fixed and established at the Wisconsin Portage, on the © quar- 
ter of section in town north of range twelve east: 


Provided, that until the county buildings shall be erected thereon, 
any buildings in the town of Wisconsin Portage may be used for 
county purposes. 

Sec. 4. The first election of sheriff of said county shall be 
held on the day of next, and thereafter at the 
time and in the manner now prescribed by law, and the term of 
office of the person elected at such first election shall expire on 
the last day of December, A. D. 1844, 

Sec. 6, That the legal voters in said county of Portage at the 
special election to be held on the first Monday of April next, 
may vote “ yea” or “ nay,” in favor or against the adoption of this 
act, and if a majority of the votes cast upon the said question 
shall be “yea,” then this act shall take effect on and after 
the day of next, but if a majority of said votes shall’ 
be “nay,” then this act shall be void and of no force or effect.— 
The said election shall be conduot@@, and the votes received, re- 
turned and cancelled in the a Ga as provided by law for 
the election of county officers.” 

Mr. Dewey demanded the previous question, 

The call was not sustained by a majority of the council., 

The amendment offered by Mr. Martin was adopted. 

Mr. Martin moved further to amend said bill, by adding thereto 
the following, as section 5: 
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«Sec, 5. The terms of the district court in and for said county, 


shall be held on the day of ` and on the 
day of in each year, by the judge of the second judicial 
district ;” 


Which was agreed to. 
The question then recurred on ordering said bill to be engross- 
ed for a third reading; and having been put, 
It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 4; 
And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Baker, Birber, Crocker, Dewey, Martin and Whiton, 
Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Frank, Rountree, White and Strong (pres’t.) 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fura third reading. 
‘A message fiom the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: . 
“ Mr. President: The house of representatives have concurred 
in the amendments of this house to the following bills, to wit: 
No. 2, ‘A bill relating to real agtions, and for other purposes ;? 
No. 24, (C.) ʻA bill to amend an act entitled an act concerning 
justices of the peace, and for other purposes;’ 
And have receded from their amendment to bill 
No. 46, (C.} ‘A bill making appropriations out of the territoria? 
treasury for the payment of certain debts therein aamed.’ 
I am directed to present for the signature of the president, 
No. 40, (H ) 'A bill to provide for the payment of the expenses 
of the legislative assembly therein mentioned.’ ” 
The president signed the bills presented with said message. 
Mr, Whiton, from the committee on incorporations, to which 
was referred bill 
No. 45, (H.) ‘A bill to erect the towns of Jackson and Pal- 
myra; i 
Reported the same back he council, with a recommendation 
that it be not passed; and 
On motion of Mr. Whiton, 
Said bi was indefinitely postponed. 
On nasion of Mr. Rountree, Ni 
The couned took a recess ll 3 o'clock, P, M, 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: i uaa 
t Mr. President: I am directed to present for your signature; 
No. 52, (H.) ‘A bill to enable school districts to raise taxes; 

No, 46, (C.) ‘A bill making appropriations out of the territorial 
treasury for the payment of certain debts therein named; and 

No. 2, (H.) ‘A bill relating to real actions, and for other pur- 
poses.’ ” 

The president signed the bills named in said message. » 

Mr. Barber, from the committee on enrollment, submitted the 
following report: 

“The committee on enrollment report that they have, on this 
day, presented to the governor for his approval,‘An act to provide 
for the payment of the expenses of the legislative assembly, 
therein mentioned,’ = 

Also, as correctly enrolled, 

‘An act to enable school districts to raise taxes;’ 

‘An act relating to real actions, and for other purposes;’ and 

‘An act making appropriations out of the territorial treasury for 
the payment of certain debts therein named.” 

Mr. Frank, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported as 
correctly engrossed 

No. 66, (C.) “ A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to pro- 
vide for and regulate general elections.’ ” 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“Mr. President: { am directed to present for the concurrence 
of this house ; 

No. 9, (H) ‘Resolution concerning the settlement of the ac- 
count therein mentioned;’ and 

No. 15, (H.) ‘A bill to authorize James Parrinton to build and 
maiutain a main boom across the St. Croix river.’ ” 

No. 9, (II.) “ Resolution concerning the setilement of the ac- 
count therein mentioned,” was taken up. 

Mr. Rou@{rce moved to amend said rcsolution, Ly striking out 
all after the words “shall be,” and insert * poid to Messra. Cok 
lier and Deitug, of St. Louis, Missouri, and their receipt for tho 
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same shall be a full and entire discharge of the indebtedness of 
the said Moses M. Strong to the territory of Wisconsin.” 

And the question having been put, that said resolution be so 
amended, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 4, noes 4, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

(Moses M. Strong having been excuscd from his attendance 
during the consideration of said resulution,) . 

Those who voted in the affiimative; were 

Messrs. Barber, Rountree, Wiute, and Woiton. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, and Strong (presd’t.) 

The question then recurred on the passage of said resolution, 
and having been put, 

It was decided in the negative, ayes 8, noes 5. 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the allirmative, were 

Messrs. Dewey, Whiton, and Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negutive, were 

Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Frank, Rountree, and: White. 

So the resolution was rejected. - 

Mr. Rountree, from the committee of conference to which the 
subject was referred, submitted the fullowing report: 

“The committee of conference on the disagreeing vote of the 
two houses on bill No. 48, ‘A bill to provide for the leasing of 
school sections,’ report that they cannot agree upon a report of 
the two houses. JOHN H. ROUNTREE, 

i HI. CROCKER, 
JOHN HOPKINS, 
M. C. DARLING.” 


On mation of Mr. Barber, 

The council went into committee of the whole on 

No. 66, (C) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act to provide | 
for and regulate general elections; 

Mr. Barber in the chair. 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council, 
recommending that the enacting clause be stricken out; 

And the question, that the report of the committeegf the whole 
be concurred in, having been put, 

It was decided in the aflirmative, ayes 6, noes 4. 
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And the ayes and noes having been ordered, ` 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, 
and Strong (presd’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs Biker, Buber, Waite, and Whiton. 

So the enacting clause was stri ae out, 

A message from the house of represcntatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: Tam directed to present for your signature 
No. 24, (C) “A bill to amend an act entitled ‘an act concerning 
justices of the peace,’ and for other purposes?” l 

The president signed the bill presented with said message. 

Mr. Barber, frorn the joint committee on enrollment, submitted 
the following report: 

“The committee on enrollment report, that they have on this day 
presented to the goveraor for his approval, 

‘An act to enable school districts to raise taxes?’ 

‘An act relating to real actions, and fer other purposes; 

‘An act making appropriations out of the territorial treasury, for 


‘ the payment of certain debts therein named,’ 


‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘an act concerning justices of 
the peace, and for other purposes. 

And as correctly emolled, 

‘And act to amend an act concerning justices of the peace, and 
for other purposes.’ ” 

Mr. Dewey, fiom the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
the following as correctly engrossed, to wit: 

No. o8, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the Southport Brass Band,” 

No. 15,(H)} “A bill to authorize James Perrinton to build and 
maintain a main boom across the St. Croix river,” was taken up, 
and objections having been made to the reading of said bill, 

The question, “shall the bill be rejected?” was put, and deci- 
ded in the affirmative; 

So the bill was rejected. 
- No. 10, (C.) “ Joint resolution relative to the university lands,” 

Was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Baker moved to reconsider the vote by which bill No. 15, 
(TI.) was rejected. 

Which motion was decided in the negative, 
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Mr. Martin moved that the rules be suspended, and that 

No, 58, (C.) “A bill to incorporate the Southport Brass Band,” 
be taken up and read the third time now. 

And the question thereon having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 3. 

And the ayesand noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Baker, Barber, Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Martin, and 
White, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Rountree, Moses M. Strong, and Strong (presd’t.) 

So the rules were suspended, and said bill was read the third 
time, passed, and 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The title of said bill was amended by substituting therefor the 
following: 

“A bill to organize the county of Portage for judicial purpo- 
ses.” 

The council took a recess till seven o’clock, P. M. 


i 
t 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Moses M. Strong, on leave, offered 

No. 26, (C.) “ Resolution to settle the account of John §. Lit- 
tle;” which was adopted. 

The council adjourned, 


TUESDAY, January 30, 1844. 


The council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the rev. Mr. Cadle, 

Mr, Rountree offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the use of the council chamber be tendered 
to the whigs for the purpose of holding a convention, from two 
until four o’clock, P, M., this day, 30th January, 1844” 
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Which was adopted. 

A message from the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: : 

“Mr. President: The house of representatives have indefinite- 
ly postponed bill 

No. 20, (C.) ‘A bill to repeal an act to esiablish the university 
of Wisconsin; 

And have concurred in the following, to wit: 

No. 10, (C.) ‘Joint resolution relative to the university lands? 

No. 25,(C.) ‘Resolution to settle the account of John S. Little,’ 

No, 25, (C.) ‘Resolution appointing an agent to present certain 
claims at the treasury department for settlement, and for other 
purposes,’ 

I am directed to present for the concurrence of this house, 

No. 44, (H.) ‘A bill to provide for the settlement of the indebt- 
edness of the territory; 

And to inform this house that 

No. 58, (C.) ‘A bill to organize the county of Portage for ju- 
dicial purposes; 

Has been concurred in by the house of representatives, with 
amendments, in which your concurrence is requested.” 

Mr, Barber, from the committee on enrollment, submitted the 
following report: 

“ The committee on enrollment report, 

“Resolution appointing an agent to present certain claims at the 
treasury department fur settlement, and for other purposes;’ as 
correctly enrolled.” 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: I am directed to present for your signature; 

No, 25, (C.) Resolution appointing an agent to present certain 
claims at the treasury department for settlement, and for other 
purposes,’ ” 

The president signed said resolution. 

The council then took up 

No. 58, (C.) “A bill to organize the county of Portage for ju- 
dicial purposes;? when 

The amendments of the house of representatives were concur- 
edin. Also, 

No. 44, (E1.) “A bill to provide for the settlement of the indebt- 
edness of the territory ;” 
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Was read the first and second times, and 
On motion of Mr, Martin, 

(The rules having been suspended for that purpose,) the coun- 
cil went into committee of the whoie on said bill, 

Mr. White in the chair, 

The committee rose and reported said bill back to the council 
Without amendment, 

Moses M. Strong moved to amend said bill by striking out of 
the 4th section the words § such sum as the legislature shall think 
just and proper,” and insert “the sum of dollars.” 

And the question that szid bill be so amended, was disagreed to, 

Moses M. Strong moved to amend suid bill by adding thereto 
the following section, to wit: 

& The clerks uf the board of county commissioners and county 
supervisors of the several counties of the territory shall, immedi- 
ately after the assessment rolls of their respective counties and of 
the towns in such counties shall be completed and equalized, trans- 
mit to the auditor an abstract thereof, designating the number of 
acres of lanc assessed in such county, the assessed value.thereof, 
designating as far as they can the assessment for buildings and 
improvements, and the assessment for land exclusive of buildings 
or improvements; also, the assessment on personal property, and 
the total amount of assessments in their respective counties; and 
it shall be the duty of the auditor, within the time required by 
law for him to submit his annual report, to report said abstracts to 
the legislative assembly.” 

And the question having been put, that said bill be so amended, 

Tt was decided in the affirmative; ayes 6, noes 2, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, White 
and Strong (pres’t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Barber and Whiton. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurred on ordering said bill to a third read- 
ing; and having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 2, 

And the ayes and noes having been ordered, i 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
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Messrs. Barber, Crocker, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, White 
and Strong (pres’t.) 


Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey and Whiton, 

So the bill was ordered toa third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 

The rules were suspended, and the question that the bill pass, 
having been pnt, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 2. 

And the aves and noes having been ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Mersis. Barber, Crocker, Rountree, Moses M, Strong, White 
and Strong (pres*t.) 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Dewey and Whiton 

| So the bill was passed, 


Mr. Crocker moved to amend the title of said bill, by substitu- 
ting therefor the following: © A bill to ascertain the indebtedness 
and the taxable property of the territory ;” 

And the question that the tide be so-amended, having been 
put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 6, noes 2. 

And the ayes and nues having been erdered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs; Barber, Crocker, Rountree, Moses M. Strong, White 
and Streng (prest) ? 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messis. Dewey and Whiton. ; 

So the title was amended, and agreed to as amended. 

A. messige from the governor, by Mr. Charles Doty, his private 
secretary, to wit: 

To the Legislative Council: 


I have this day approveé and deposited in the office of the sec- 
retary of the territory, bills with the following titles, to wit: 

€ An act making appropriations out of the territorial treasury 
for the payment of certain debts therein named;’ and 

‘ Anact toamend an act entitled an act concerning justices of 


the peace, and for other purposes,’ J. D.. DOTY. 
Executive Department, : 


Madison, January 30, 1844.” 
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Mr. Barber, from the committee on enrollment, submitted the 
following report: 

“ The committee on enrollment report that they have on this 
day presented to the governor, for his approval; 

t Resolution appointing an agent to present certain claims at the 
treasury department for settlement, and for other purposes; 

Also, as correctly enrolled, 

‘An act to organize the county of Portage for judicial purpo- 
ses?” 

On motion of Mr. Rountree, 
The council adjourned until £ o’clock, P. M. 


FOUR O'CLOCK, P. M, 


On motion of Moses M. Strong, 

Ordered, that when the counciVadjourn, it adjourn to meet at 
six o'clock, A. M. to-morrow, 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: The house of representatives have concurred 
in the amendments of this house to bill 5 

No. 44, (IL) «A bill to provide for the settlement of the hidebe 
edness of the territory; 

With an amendment, in which I am direeted to ask the concur- 
rence of this house. 

Tam directed to inform the council that ‘A bill to provide for 
the payment of the expenses of the legislative assembly therein 
mentioned,’ having been returned by the governor without his 
signature, has, on reconsideration, been passed by the house’ of 
representatives; seventeen members thereof having voted for, 
and four against the bill; and I am directed to present said bill 
for the approval of this house, together with the message of the 
governor containing his objections thereto.” 

The council concurred in the amendment of the house of rep- 
resentatives to bill No. 4-4, (H) 

[Message of the governor referred to in the foregoing message:] 
“To the Louse of Representatives: 

The bill entitled ‘An act to provide for the payment of the ex- 
penses of the legislative assembly therein mentioned,’ is here- 
with returned without my signature. 


| 
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My objections to it are, that all the items of appropriation are 
not within the estimates of the secretary of the treasury for the 
expenses of the assembly, for the fiscal year ending the 80:h June, 
1844, and for objects which have been approved by congress, and 
are therefore forbidden by the act of congress of August 29, 1842, - 

I object to the provis:on for the publication of the laws by the 
clerks of the houses, as an jmproper provision to be inserted in 
the appropriation act. 

I object to the allowance of extra compensation to the following 
members, for the performance of duties required of them as mem- 
bers of the assembly, to wit: David Newland, Mzson C. Darling, 
and Moses M. Strong; and to John Catiin and Ben C. E.stman, 
clerks, for preparing the journals of the council and house for pub- 
lication. 

The estimate for printing was ‘ for the house, council, and ex- 
ecutive department.’ This bill contains no provision for the prin- 
ting which has been done for the executive depirtment; and it al- 
lows a higher rate for the printing for the honse and council than 
the rate for which competent and responsible men ofered, and 
were prepared to execute the work. I therefore object to the 
sums which are allowed to John P. Sheldon and George Hyer, 
amounting to two thousand six hundred and fifieen dollars and 
fifty-five cents, and to W. W. Wyman, five hundred.an@twenty- 
eight dollars and eighty-seven cents; being one third more than 
the sums for which the same work could have been obtained. 

The second section is wholly unauthorized by the acts of con- 
gress. 

The second items to which I object, amount to five thousand 
and three dollars and twenty-one cents. They are 

Ist. To William W. Wyman, printing journals of 1842, 743. 

2d. Sheldon & Elyer, the same. 

3d. Sheldon & Hyer, for printing the laws passed at the ses- 
sions in 1842, °43, I object to the preceding items also, because 
_ they were not authorized by any competent authority to perform 
the work, No law or joint resolution was submitted to the gov- 
ernor, or passed with his disapproval, empowering or authorizing 
these persons to print the laws and journals. 

4th. To Sheldon & Iyer, for printing a report of a committee, 
in 1848, &c. 

5th. David Newland. Extra compensation is allowed to Mr, 
Strong for the whole of the session. 
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6th. John Y. Smith, salary as superintendent. No estimate 
has ever been made, or appropriation by congress, for this salary, 
nor has he been appointed to office according to Lay. 

Vth. John Catlin, for postage. 

8th, The appropriation for fuel, lights, and stationery, exceeds 
the estimates. z 

9th. John Catlin and Ben C. Exstmin, for prepuing the jour- 
nals for publication, and authorizing them to publeh the laws. 

These are duties which properly devolve on the secretary of 
the territory. 

10th. To Mason C. Darling, extra compensation as speaker. 
A previous appropriation is made to Mr. Waiker for the session. 

ilib. John Y. Smuth, ‘for hire of assistant Lbrerian”? There is 
no law or other authority for this charge. 

12th. Sheldon & Hyer, for incidental printicg and newspapers, 
‘They were employed under a resolution whieh was not pissed by 
the legislature of the territory, and they knew their authority was 
defective. They are allowed higher rates than they are entitled 
to receive, lower rates hving been oik red, 

13th. To Mason C. Duling, ‘for services rendvrcd as one of a 
committee.’ A member is not permitted by! hw to receive extra 
pay for services rendered asa member. If he did not perform 
them ag member, he must as an oficer, and being a member, he 
could not be appointed to an ollice ercated during his legislative 
term. 

14th. To Moses M. Strong, for as Mason C. Darling, as 
one of a committee. The same as the pre et ng objection, with 
the exception that he was not appointed by the legisiature a mem- 
ber of the committee, but was appointed by Mr. Darling, 

After carefully considering these several items, and testing their 
correctness and legality by the provisions of the organic law and 
the subsequent acts of congress, as well as by the cstimates of the 
secretary of the treasury, Lam constrained, under the oath I have 
taken to obey the laws, and by a sense of duty alike to the people 
of the territory and to the general government, to withhold my ap- 
proval of this bill. 

J.D. DOTY. 


Executive Department, 
Medison, January 30, 1944 on 


Said bill and message were then taken up and reconsidered; 
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And the question, “will the council, on reconsideration, pass 
the bill?” having been put, 

It was decided in the affirmative, ayes 7, noes 0. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Crocker, Dewey, Frank, Rountree, Moses M, Strong, 
White, and Strong (presd’t.) i 

There was no vote in the negative. 

So the bill, on reconsideration, was passed. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: I am directed to present for the concurrence 
of the council, a resolution entitled ‘ Resolution concerning thirty 
nine copies of the laws and journals of the present session.’ ” 

The council concurred in the resolution named in said message, 

A message from the governor on executive business. 

A message fiom the house of representatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: I am directed to present for your signature, 

No, 44, (H.) ‘A bill to provide for the settlement of the indebt- 
edness of the territory ;? 

No. 58, (C.) ʻA bill to organize the county of Portage for judi- 
cial purposes.’ 

And to inform the council that the governor has notified the 
house of representatives that he has this day approved bills as fol- 
lows: 

‘An act to enable school districts to raise taxes; 

‘An act relating to real actions, and for other purposes.’ ” 

The bills presented with said message, and requiring the signa- 
ture of the president, were then signed by him. 

The president appointed Hans Crocker of the joint committee 
on enrollment, in the place of Theophilus La Chapelle, who had 
resigned his seat in the council. 

Mr. Crocker, from the committee on enrollment, submitted the 
following report: 

“'The committee on cnrollment report as correctly enrolled 

‘An act to ascertain the indebtedness and the taxable property 
of the territory,’ 

And that they did on this day present to the governor for his 
approval, 

‘An act to organize the county of Portage for judicial purpo- 
ses; also, 
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‘An act to ascertain the indebtedness and the taxable property 
of the territory.’ ” 


The council adjourned. 


BALCULIVE JOURNAL. 


- TUESDAY, January 30, 1844. 

The president laid before the council the following messages 
from the governor: 

“ To the Legislative Council: 

Į nominate Nathan Goodell to be an auctioneer for the county 
of Brown, J. D. DOTY. 
Executive Depirtment, } 

Madison, Jan`y 30, 1s A 

The council advised and consented to the appointment of Na- 
than Goodell, as nominaied in said message. 

“ To the Legislatve Council: . 

I nominate Edwin Hart, Honry O. Sholes, Peter Bernard Grig- 
non, and Robert D. Stewart, to be notaries public for the county 
of Brown; l 

D. W. Ualstead to be a notary public for the county of Calu- 
met; and 

Robert M. Eberts and Frederick Borchert, to be notaries pub- 
lic for the county of M initouwoc. J. D. DOTY. 

Executive Department, } 

Madison, January 89, PLET) 

The council advised and consented to the appointment of the 

several perscus nominated in said message, i 


WEDNESDAY, January 31, 1844, 


Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Cadle.- 
Mr. Crocker offered the following resolution: 
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Š Resolved, by the council and house of representatives, that 
the secretary of the council and clerk of the house of representa- 
tives, in prepsring the laws for publication, be directed to include 
all acts which appear by the report of the carolling committee to 
have been presented to the covernor on or befure Saturday, the 
27th day of January, [sth and not returned by Wednesday, the 
3ist day of Janutry, 1511: watch was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crocker, 

Ordered, Thit a committee of two be appointed, to act in 
conjunction with a similar committee on the part of the house of 
representatives, to wait upon Lis excellency, the governor, and in- 
form him that the two houses have completed their business and 
are now ready to adjourn. 

The President appointed Messrs, Crocker and Rountree said 
committee. 

A message from the house of representatives, by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“c Mr. President: Tain directed to inform this house that the 
house of representatives have concurred in the resolution direct- 
ing the publicitien of certain laws, and have appointed Messrs. 
Ellis and Capron of the cummittee of conference to wait upon the 
governor and to inform h.m that the two houses are ready to ad- 
journ.” 

Mr. Crocker, from the select committee, “to wait upon the 
governor and inform hiin that the two houses have completed 
their business and are now ready fo adjoin,” reported: 

That the committee had periamed ths duty assigned them, and 
that they had been informed by the governor that he had no far- 
ther communication to make to the ley’slative assemily. 

A message from the house of repicsentatives by their chief 
clerk, to wit: 

“ Mr. President: The house of representatives have completed 
their business, and are now ready to adjourn.” 

Mr. Rountree offered the following resolation, when Moses M. 
Strong having taken the seat of the President, it was unanimous- 
ly adopted, to wit: 

“ Resolred, That the thanks of the council are koreby tender- 
ed to Hon. Marshall M. Strong, for the dignified snd impartial 
manner in which he has dischargad the duties of President of the 
Council.” 
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The president having resumed the chair, 

Moses M. Strong moved that the council adjourn sine die, 

Which was agreed to. 

The president, Marshall M. Strong, then rose in his place and 
addressed the council as follows: 

“Gentlemen: Iam satisfied, not only by the resolution you 
have adopted, but from what has transpired during the session, 
that my conduct in the chair has met with your approbation.— 
This belief gives me far greater pleasure than did the office it- 
self. ‘Phe friendship which his pliced me in this station, and so 
continucdly sust.ined me here, I prize more than the honor of the 
office or any ability of mine to discharge its duties, 

That mere office alone cannot confer honor, is at this time stri- 
kingly illustrated to the citizens of the territory and of the whole 
country. 

Having been sert here but for one session, while the majority 
of you have been long in the legislature, and your terms still con- 
tinuing, and my station here having prevented me from taking any 
active part either in originating bencticial, or opposing injurious 
measures, I think I may be permitted to speak of your body with 
ihe freedom of a disinterested spectator. I shall ever bear testi- 
mony to your industry, ability and integrify; and whenever, here- 
after, Wisconsin shall have as good legislators, I, as one of her 
citizens, shall be proud of the good fortune of my country. 

Gentlemen: We must now part. The pleasant and profitable 
hours we have spent together are gone, never to return. What 
good or il! fortune may betide us in onr several journeys of life, 
none can foresee. These are solemn reflections. But, on the 
other hand, we are going to our friends and relatives—to out 
homes. Ties stronger than friendship are drawing us, and most 
of all, we have the secret consciousness of having done our duty; 
a happiness far more solid and lasting than any social or intellect- 
ual pleasures. 

I therefore cheerfuliy leave all these agreeable associations, 
and lay down the honors which you and the people have conferred 


upon me, by pronouncing, as I now do, that this council is ad- 
journed without day.” 


